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PREFACE.

One of the wonders of the age has been the re-

markable success of Edward Bellamy's novel Look-

i/ng Baokwa/rd. The reason for this is not hard to

guess. The majority of the thinking portion of

the community found in this book an echo of their

own thought. In a simple and attractive way it set

before the public mind the horrible iniquity of the

present organization,of society. The comparison of

our social system to a coach whereon a few persons

sit in indolence, while the vast majority, driven by

hunger, toil at the ropes and drag the coach along,

has appealed to every honest mind by its truthful-

ness. A slavery, worse than that which made a na-

tion rise to free the blacks, has risen with a fungus

growth and made the rich man and the poorman ene-

mies. Corrupt judges on the bench and partisan

grand juries in the precincts of the courts havemade

one law for the rich and another for the poor.

Poverty has become a synonym for dishonor. The

possession of money is alone the one source of re-

spect upon earth and assurance of reward in heaven.
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The enormous growth of private fortunes and the

organization of capital by great corporations have

been so sudden, and have so altered our social sys-

tem from vrhat it was thirty years ago, that men are

bewildered at the change. The elder men cannot

realize it. It is the younger men alone who see

that the chains and shackles which a bloody war

struck from the African, are being rivetted anew

upon the laboring man. They alone see that the

existence of great private fortunes is a menace to the

welfare of the State, and that (with a few honorable

exceptions) their possessors are public enemies.

In their bewilderment at the new state of afEaii-s,

men have asked themselves the old question, "What
shall we do to be saved ?" And it is because Edward
Bellamy in Looking Backward and Lawrence

Gronlund in The Oo-op&eatwe Commonwealth, have

attempted to answer this question, that their books

have received so much attention. The benefit which

these books have done is very great; but the Utopian

schemes which they recommend as remedies for the

evils which exist to-day are fraught with danger.

Whatever promises to regenerate mankind or bet-

ter the chances for life, liberty and happiness, I am
heartily in favor of. But a false guide is worse than

no guide, and awrong solution of a great human prob-

lem is worse than no solution ; and, therefore, I have
endeavored in the following stoiy, to point out

wherein the Bellamy Nationalism woiJd prove

disastrously weak.
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,

Fortunately in these United States, we have no

need to appeal to violence, nor to change our form

of government to accomplish any desired reform.

Theoretically and legally, our government is of

the people and from the people, and laws reforming

the present abominable oiganization of society can

be passed whenever the people are sufficiently en-

lightened to see the wisdom of enacting them.
' The story has been so favorably and publicly

criticised while in manuscript, that I am encouraged

to hope it may serve a good purpose in print.

Abthue Dudlet Yinton.

New Yoke, 1890.





LECTURE I.

HiBTOKicAL Section, Shawmut Colleoe,

Boston, A. D. 3023,

and in the Year of the Gkhat Dhagon, 7943.

Won Lung Li, Professor of History,

TO THE American BAEBABiiNs:

I come before you as a stranger. I am born of a

race that the race you are born of has for centuries

been trained to think of as an inferior race.

I have no doubt that there may be some persons

among you who look upon me not only as a man of

alien' race, but as an instructor placed over you by

the force of arms, a director of your thought, a guide

to your historical studies, forced upon you by the

physical supremacy of an alien nation.

I recognize that such thoughts may be entertained

by you. I would not even blame you for entertain-

ing them. I approach my task with diffidence as

great as your reluctance to be instructed by me can

be. The tongue I speak to you in is not my own

tongue. I must invite your attention to events

which you must necessarily feel a sense of humilia-

tion in considering, since they evidence the foolish-
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ness of your ancestors, and the strange infatuation

for impracticable ideas that dominated your imme-

diate progenitors. I must narrate to you a history

that yoa can take little pride in. Mine is the un-

pleasant task to dwell with you upon the causes that

led to what many of yon consider your degradation.

Having thus besought your favor, I begin the

first of those lectures which, as Professor of History

in Shawmut College, it is my duty to deliver and

your duty to attend.

Twenty-three years ago, in the year 2000, accord-

ing to your fornaer method of calculating from the

birth of Jesus Christ, one Julian West, who then

occupied the chair of history, now occupied by me,

wrote a book which he called Looking Backward*
This book you have all perused in your earlier his-

torical studies ; and you are all somewhat familiar

with the condition of society which it purported to

describe. I will not, therefore, dwell upon it for

any length of time, though some reference to it- is

* Note by the Editor.— There is some question as to who wrote
LooMng Baehward. The authorship is usually ascribed to Edward
Bellamy, though there are some who hold that Julian West was the

author. Prof. Won must be numbered evidently among these last.

Loohmg Bachward narrates the experience of Julian West, who
was mesmerized in 1887, and slept until September 10, 2000. During
the years that he slept the world had undergone a prodigious moral
and material transformation. The United States had become a Co-
operative Commonwealth, under the social system known as Nation-
alism—a system supposed by many to be perfect, but the main
faults of which are admirably pointed to by Prof. Won.
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necessary, as 1 propose in my lectures to yoji, to con-

tinue the history of your country from the period

at which Professor West stops to the present day.

Tou wUl remember that Professor "West, in his

book, gave many of his own sensations, but few of

hia own impressions or observations as to the social

conditions which surrounded him on his awakening

from his strange sleep. He confined himself to re-

peating the opinions and remarks of a certain gar-

rulous old gentleman, called Dr. Leete. Tour pre-

vious studies have also informed you that this gen-

tleman took a most optimistic and favorable view of

his own times, and, especially, of the remarkable

system of government under which your parents

then suffered.

Before proceeding to the direct study of the events

of the last quarter century, it is necessary that you

should understand some, at least, of the defects of

that extraordinary system of government, because it

was through those defects that the father of onr

present reigning Emperor, was enabled to endow

you with the glorious civilization of China, and to

give to you, even against the will of your barbarian

progenitors, our present happy system of govern-

ment. * These defects it is my purpose to point out

to you— not always in my own words, however,

but often in the words of Professor West. I copy

his criticism of them from manuscripts, in his own

handwriting, found among his baggage after the
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second batlie of Lake Erie, where, as you know, he

fell at the head of the regiment which he had raised

from the graduates of the Historical Section of

Shawmut College. He writes :

" Dr. Leete was a very talkative old gentleman,

whose explanations were quite interesting for a

while, but after a little time, he began to tell his

stories over and over again and insisted on explain-

ing every thing to me a second and third time ; so I

made tip my mind that it was decidedly my duty

to be idle no longer, but to at once assume my pro-

fessorship at Shawmut College. In repeated inter-

views with my host I made this quite plain. Li a

little while, therefore, I was installed in my profes-

sorship, much to Dr. Leete's regret, for he had prob-

ably never before had so good a listener as I had been.

" My marriage with Edith, soon followed.

" At first, when 1 had been but recently awak-

ened, every thing was so strange to me that I felt

confused and bewildered. The only sensation that

I was capable of, was surprise. The analytical

powers of my mind were in a state of abeyance.

But, after I had become more familiar with the so-

ciety into which the strange sequence of phenomenal
events had cast me, I began to see that Dr. Leete

had pictured things in altogether too roseate a light.

Human nature, I found, was much the same as it

had been a century ago. There were now, as then,

people who thought that the existing state of affairs



Looking Ftjether Baokwabd. 13

was the best that could be deviged; but there were

many, now, as then, who were discontented with

their condition in life, and ready to welcome any

change. Human ambition was as actiye now as it

had been then, only it ran in different channels.

The spirit of acquisitiveness, the desire of gain,

manifested itseK in more than one of the men whom
I was thrown into contact with. It did not, to be

sure, show itself in the desire to accumulate money,

for two generations had had no use for money, and

could have no practical knowledge of the superiority

which the possession of great riches gave to men of

my time. But I was made sharp-sighted by an ex-

perience which none now living, except myself, has

had, and I could see that the desire to accumulate

property was stiU with many men a ruling motive,

which manifested itself in many ways. I saw, more-

over, that demagoguery and corruption* were not

words having only in historical significance, as Dr.

Leete would have had me believe, but that favorit-

ism was rank in all branches of the public service,

that oflScials were constantly being impeached for it

— the men for giving the prettier women advan-

tage over those who were homelier, while the women

took fancies to men, and made distinctions in their

favor. From my present observations, I am in-

clined to think that the women are far more given

to this vice of favoritism than the men are.

* See Looking Backward, Ch. VI.
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" I found, too, that there were still spendthrifts

who spent the whole of their year's income before

the first six months were gone, and being always in

debt were unhappy and discontented; that there

were parsimonious men who at the end of a twelve-

month retained their credit card, one-haK un-

punched.
" The inheritance of property* was still permitted

;

and this, allowyig the accumulation of valuable

goods and chattels, was a continual source of in-

equality— though Dr. Leete had told me to the

contrary. I found that one family (by the name of

Bassett) in Boston had gradually become possessed

of. the masterpieces of American artists, while an-

other (the Hayes family) was envied for its wonder-

ful collection of gold and silver ornaments. The
price of jewels, too, had risen enormously above

what it had been in my day, owing probably to the

fact that these were especially desirable as heir-

looms, since they were intrinsically beautiful in

themselves, and capable of being stored in such

small compass that their possession was no burden.
" I found, also, that the grading and re-grading

system,f which Dr. Leete had described to me as

meeting with universal approval, was a standing

grievance to every one who did not rise at all and
to many who rose, as they thought, too slowly ; and
was prolific in engendering discontent and envy."

* See Looking Backward, Chap. XI.

i See Looking Backward, Chap. VII.
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Thus far we have the testimony of Professor

West as to the most apparent faults of what we now
call the old order of society. He left behind him
other writings than that from which I have just

quoted, and these writings (among them, a diary of

the events which he took part in) I shall have occa-

sion to quote from later on. After his death at the

battle of Lake Erie, his papers were taken possession

of by the Chinese authorities, and upon my appoint-

ment to this professorship at Shawmut College,

were delivered to me.

Your, previous studies will have told you what

pjjofessor West mentions in his book, that the

Nationalist idea of government prevailed at the

opening of this century, in all of Europe, aU of

North America and in the greater part of South

America,* I do not think that he mentions

that the Nationalistic notions also prevailed to an

extent in India and Russian Asia; nor that the

Nationalists of Great Britain had secured a quiet

government only after the complete deportation of

all the Irish to^ Australia— which since that day

has been in a continued state of anarchy. China

alone of all the principal nations upon the globe had

retained her ancient civilization and form of govern-

ment. It is fortunate for the world that she did so.

So far, what I have had to say to you has been in

the nature of an introduction. Let me now recite

* See looking Backward, Chap. XIII.
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the events that brought about the fall of the Na-

tionalistic system. Most of these events your pre-

vious studies have already made you acquainted

with, but it is my purpose to so recite them that

you can see the cause and effect of each and the

relation which one bears to the others.

We learn from our books of history that the

French have always been a fickle nation, fond of

change, eager in the pursuit of ideas. They were

the first to foUow the example of the United States

and adopt the Nationalist idea of government.

They were first also to depart from that idea.

On the 6th of January, A. D. 2012, a riot broke

out at Marseilles, the occasion being the public an-

nouncement of orders from the government to cur-

tail the manufacture of toys. For many years

France had been the toy-shop of the world and

Paris had been the principal manufacturer and sales-

agent of playthings ; but in the preceding decade

Marseilles had rivalled the industrial importance of

Paris, and much jealousy and ill-feeling had in con-

sequence been engendered between the two cities.

When the orders from the central government were
promulgated, it was at once believed by the Mar-
seillais that the Parisians had secured their passage;

and the occasion was used as a pretext to begin a

revolution which we, in the light of subsequent

. events, and with the knowledge we now possess,

have every reason to believe had been carefully

arranged beforehand.
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I stood once on the slope of Tung-nan, one of the

great mountain ranges of my mother country. I

was well up toward the summit, and with my
guides had halted for a little while to rest. Sitting

on a projecting crag, far above the tree line, I, in

an idle mood, cast upon the loose scoriae below a

fragment of rock that had lain beside me. The
missile did work that I had not contemplated.

It struck the volcanic debrip and rolled slowly down-

ward ; and, as it went, other stones followed it, and

tBey in turn dislodged other stones,- until at length

an avalanche roared down the mountain side beneath

me. The idle casting of a stone had set huge frag-

ments of rocks descending earthward. Trifles are

sometimes pregnant ol great things. Great oaks

from little acorns grow. The world is changed be-

cause a stone is thrown.

"When you were at school you learned dates and

names, events and, sometimes, results of events.

But in my lectures to you I shall endeavor to direct

your attention, not only to events and to results, but

also to causes ; because until yon know the cause

you cannot rightly measure the result. The study

of causes enables us better to appreciate results ; it

greatly broadens the scope of our knowledge, and

greatly develops the reasoning powers of our mind.

When once we have learned that a certain result

will follow given causes, we have added to the suin

of human knowledge. I would, therefore, impress
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upon your minds now, at the outset of our historical

studies, the importance of seeking for the causes

that led in the past to those social changes which

have marked the rise or decadence of nations ; and

especially of those causes which immediately re-

sulted in the fall of the Nationalistic system of gov-

ernment. If yoii would understand history — if

you would know the shoals and quicksands thathave

once before threatened disaster to the ship of state—
so that the dangers of past years may warn you

what currents of thought and channels of action it

is dangerous to follow, you must bring to the accom-

plishment of that understanding three qualities of

mind : you must be students, gathering facts from

the records of past ages, creating nothing, only

bringing out what is
;
you must .be philosophers,

deducing by sound processes of reasoning, by trust-

worthy comparisons and impartial analyses, general

principles which may be safely followed ; and you
must be statesmen to comprehend the purposes and
opinions of masses of men, to observe and measure

with accuracy the instrumentalities by which parties

or organizations have sought to carry out their prin-

ciples, and to render their policies acceptable or

beneficial to the nation. It was because your an-

cestors did not understand history that they failed

to be forewarned by its obvious teachings, or to ap-

preciate the omens that foretold the coming catas-

trophe.

Chief among such warnings was the Eevolution
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in France. It was the stone wMch set the avalanche

in motion. It was the first of the series of events

which have changed the form of your government

;

and, therefore, I shall in my next lecture ask you to

consider it with some minuteness.



^ECTURE II.

At the time that the Marseillais revolted, France

was under the .Nationalistic system of government.

There were no police and no regular army, and the

government had no machinery to quell the disorder

that arose. To be sure the superintendents of the

other trades in Marseilles, acting under telegraphic

instructions from' the Central Council at, Paris, at-

tempted to organize th«- employees of those trades

into restraining forces ; but as these employees sym-

pathized with the rioters they exercised no restraint

upon the disorder, so that the authorities at Paris

found themselves obliged to recruit a force from the

Parisians, and to dispatch this force to Marseilles.

This was, as your histories will tell you, the work of

several days, and the delay gave the Marseillais time

to organize into a regular military force.

This rebellion brought to light two defects in the

Nationalist form of government. First, the lack of

secrecy in the deliberations of those high in oflSce

;

and second, the peril which every government must

be in when it has failed to maintain a standing army
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large enough to enforce order, or to do police duty

in times of local rebellion or disturbance. Because

there had been no war for a century, the National-

ists had looked upon war as an impossibility ; mili-

tary science had been forgotten, and there had been

no manufacture of munitions of 'War. Hence now,

when there was an imperative need of an army, the

only miUtary force which the French government

could put into the field was no better than an undis-

ciplined mob armed with antiquated weapons which

had been manufactured more than a century before.

We have one of these identical weapons among the

curiosities in the museum of Shawmut College ; it

was intended to be discharged with " powder " — a

somewhat bulky material, the principal ingredients

of which were charcoal, sulphur and saltpetre. This

nondescript army was enlisted, equipped and for-

warded by rail to within a few miles of Marseilles,

about a fortnight after the rioting first broke out.

This delay gave the revolutionists time to mature

their plans.

Happily I am in position to throw new light upon

the subject of this French JRevolution. About two

years previous to its outbreak, I had been appointed

to a responsible position in the Chinese Bureau of

Foreign Intelligence, and with a view of acquiring

knowledge which would fit me for the duties of that

position, I had spent the preceding year and six

months in Europe and North America.
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Though the policy of China, ever since the Na-

tionalistic systein of government was generally

adopted, had- been to render more strict our ancient

policy of non-intercourse with foreign nations, our

rulers had none the less recognized the importance

of knowing accurately and intimately exactly what

foreign governments were doing. Our Bureau of

Foreign Intelligence was,, therefore, considered by
our statesmen as one of the most important depart-

ments of the government, and was maintained most

liberally and admirably. Subsequent events proved

that our statesmen had acted most wisely.

We, in China, had long seen the signs of a disinte-

gration of the Nationalistic governments, although

your philosophers and rulers appeared lamentably

blind to them. The French Eevolution had not

surprised us. We not only foresaw it, but we aided

it. The men, who, during the , fortnight that the

Paris government was practically paralyzed, organ-

ized and drilled the Marseillais, had visited China

and had had the benefit of instruction in our military

schools. The self-supplying airguns, with which the

Marseillais were armed, were manufactured in China

and had been secretly shipped to France.in anticipa-

tion of this very uprising. Indeed, there is now no
'barm in sajing that the revolutionary movement in

France was fomented, aided and abetted by China.

Your school-books have already told you how the

Marseillais met and defeated the government troops
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— that mockery of an army. You know how one

success followed another and how the Nationalistic

government melted before the armies of the new
rulers as the snow melts beneath the rays of the

April sun. Tou know, too, what general distress

followed among the people, who had been so'long

accustomed to rely upon government for labor and

support that they were too bewildered to labor

individually and too helpless to support life by their

individual resources. You know, too, how gladly

they welcomed the establishment of the Empire and

the reorganization of society on the feudal basis

with modifications derived from the Chinese system

of government. You know all this. It was part

of your earlier historical studies. Therefore, I will

not dwell upon it now.

But while, as I have said, we in China were not

surprised at the French Eevolution nor at its success,

we were surprised, and verygreatly surprised, that the

United States were so little warned by it. • That the

people were blind was not astonishing, since all the

news that they received was what the government

gave them in daily bulletins, usually very meagre

;

and to adversely criticise Nationalism or to point out

its many weaknesses, at home or abroad, was treason

and promptly punished as such. I repeat, that we
in China were not surprised that the people of the

United States took no note of the danger that

might threaten them; but that their rulers were not

warned was to us indeed astonishing.
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I do not think that your school histories impart *

the information that after the establishment of the

French Empire, France became practically a depend-

ency of China and annually paid to China a tribute

of many million taels. Such, however, was the fact

—

and it is a fact that must be remembered in consider-

ing the subsequent events that took place during the

war between the United States and China.

The declaration, by China, of war against the

United States undoubtedly took the latter nation by

surprise. I quote, on this subject, from Professor

Julian "West's diary.

He says. Tinder date of September 29th, 2020

:

" We arrived in town this morning, all well but

all sorry that our summer vacation in the Adiron-

dacks has ended. Edith has been very busy all day

getting the house in order."

Under date of September 30th, he writes :

" We returned home last night, too late for me
to complete the entries of yesterday's happenings

under their proper date. I, therefore, write them
down to-day. We dined last night with the Ber-

rians (descendants of the novelist). I was afraid

that Edith was too tired to go out after her day's

travel and household labors, and suggested, when we
received the invitation, that we send a regret.and
spend the evening quietly at home— but she would
have none of my suggestions, so 'we went. On our
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way we noticed that the streets seemed more full of

people than nsnal; but as there was no appearance of

excitement, it did not occur to us that any thing un-

usual had called the people from their houses. It

was not until we were seated at the dinner table and
my host had asked me what I thought of the news,

and I had answered that, having just returned to

town, I knew of no news of importance, that I

learned that China had declared war against us.

The news was a surprise to me for I had never

surmised that what few relations we had with China

were otherwise than friendly. I was inclined to be

alarmed at it also, but Edith and the Berrians were

so calm, and so confident that our rulers at Wash-

ington would-take all necessary measures of offense

and defense, that I was almost assured that my alarm

was groundless. The news, however, served as a

topic of conversation during dinner and afterward,

and I was obHged to recall what little I knew about

our relations with China in the nineteenth century.

Unfortunately this was not a subject to which I had

given attention, andIwas astonished at my ignorance

of it.

" As we went home we took occasion to pass by

one of the public bulletin boards on which the news

is printed by the government ; but the announce-

ment there simply stated that war had been de-

clared, that the President was in consultation with

the Generals of the several great guilds, and that

further information would be furnished to-morrow.
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This was not very satisfactorj to me, and I so ex-

pressed myself to Edith as we walked homeward,

telling her also, as well as I was able, how the news

would have been promulgated and received in my
day ; how the news-boys would have been crying

extra editions of the newspapers through the streets;

how the city would have been awake all the night

;

how the regular army would be hurrying east and west

to man the coast defenses, and every navy yard hard

at work. She listened with apparent interest to my
descriptions and advised me to embody them in a

lecture ; but she was so confident that it was the duty

of the officials at Washington to attend to all affairs"

of national defense, that I could not get her to show

the slightest interest in anticipating what their action

would be. Her reliance upon these officials and

her confidence in their wisdom seemed to be shared

by the Bostonians generally, for, though it was not

midnight when we were returning, the city was as

quiet and the streets as deserted as on a Sunday

night.

Leete* was sitting up for us on our return. We
naturally expressed surprise that he was not in bed,

whereupon he said that he had waited for us in or-

der to announce to his mother and myself his en-'

gagement to Margaretta Nesmyth. The news
evidently did not take his mother entirely by sur-

* Bartlett Leete West, eldest son of Julian and Edith West,
born 2001 . Now a Colonel in the military branch of the Na-
tionalist Army.
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prise ; women are quicker than men in discerning

affairs of the heart ; but to me it was altogether un-

expected. We congratulated him, of course, and

wished him joy, and he went happily to bed to

dream blissfully of his lady love.

" The first engagement in a family is an affair of

decided importance, and for the rest of the night

Leete's announcement quite drove from my mind
all thoughts of the declaration of war. Upon ques-

tioning Edith I found that she had long had her

suspicions that the two young folks were in love

with one another, and that it would be merely a

question of time before their engagement would be

publicly announced. She spoke very highly of the

young woman whose character she had evidently

s,tudied, and assured me that there was no doubt but

that she would make our son an excellent wife.

And then we fell to talking of our own courtship

— a courtship that had more romance, in it than

could be expected of any later lovemaking."

" This morning, however," Professor West con-

tinues, "the bulletin boards contained longer no-

tices. A special session of Congress was called to

meet in twenty days. All citizens were ordered to

report at once to the Superintendents of their guildsj

the number of arms and amount of ammunition in

their possession. The municipal authorities of the

several sea-ports on the coast were authorized to take

measures to protejet their harbors until such time as

the authorities at Washington could formula.te-a
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plan of national defense. On the bulletins were also

announcements that the heads of the local guilds

would meet at noon to devise means of defense."

Constantly, in his diary, Professor "West expresses

his astonishment at the little excitement created by

the declaration of war. To u8\ in China, the calm-

ness with which the United States received the

news was unexpected and almost inexplicable. "We

knew of course that the whole tendency of Nation-

alism was to wipe out individualism and to train the

individual to rely in all matters upon his rulers ; but

we had not expected that this loss of individualism

would be so complete as to prevent our declaration

of war from being considered as a matter of per-

sonal moment to each individual. That such was

the case,, however, is the unanimous testimony ofall

the survivors of the late invasion.

But while the people were in a state of blissful

unconcern, what were the rulers doing? We know,

now, that they were in a state of great perplexity.

As I have said before, they had been most un-

accountably blind to the lessons which they should

have learned from the events in France. Fatuously

blind, they had taken no measures of national de-

fense. They had lived and acted as if war was no

longer a possible thing.* The government possessed

not one single vessel of war, its marine was wholly

mercantile or scientific. There was not one estab-

* See Looking Backward, Ch^TI.



Looking Fuethek Backward. 29

lishment among the thousands of manufactories in

your country that could turn out a cannon ; there

were only two that could turn out small firearms, and
these were of trifling capacity, as the only demand
for such weapons had been for sporting purposes.

Your coast defenses had for a century been turned

into public parks; your forts, into buildings for

public recreation. There were few men among you
who knew any thing of military science, and they

had no practical training but had studied it only

for amusement. You were absolutely defenseless,

and it was no wonder that your rulers were per-

plexed.

As we look backward we may weU ask, who was

responsible for this state of affairs ? The responsi-

bility rests on no one man or set of men. Your

condition was the natural resultant of your form of

government. Under the Nationalistic theory, a

standing army in time of peace was a collection of

idlers who added nothing to the resources of the

State, but were none the less consumers. The same

false process of reasoning forbade the existence of a

navy. To have manufactured guns and to have

stored up munitions of war would have seemed to

the Nationalist theorist a waste of the resources of

the nation. To have maintained military schools

and to have required military service of each able-

bodied citizen would have been to deplete the ranks

of the workers. And when there came a time
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when you would Have willingly mortgaged all your

workshops and factories, all your material prosper-

ity, thrice over, to have possessed the means of de-

fense, you found too late that armies and navies do

not spring up, full-armed and disciplined, at the bid-

dings of Legislatures, and that munitions of war do

not exist merely because they are wished for.

Had your ancestors heeded the lessons pf the

t'rench Revolution — had you learned your own
weakness from the disasters that befell the ITational-

ist government of France — had you built ships

capable of resisting any enemy and forts capable of

defending your coasts ; had you organized a standing

army that might serve as a nucleus in time of war

;

had you required all citizens to know something, at

least, of the profession of arms ; had you even estab-

lished military foundries and machine-shops — had

you done all these, or only one of these things, it is

probable that China would never have declared war

with you; never have invaded your land; never

have subjugated your ancestors ; and, finally, never

have imposed upon you the blessings of that civiliza-

tion which has made the Celestial Kingdom ot China
the greatest nation that the world has ever known.

You must remember that we in China were not

ignorant of your defenseless condition. We knew
all about it. Nationalism had subjugated all the

nations of the world except the Flowery Kingdom.
We recognized its merits, while at the same time
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we saw its defects. To us it seemed, at first, the

attempt of bkrbai-ians to graft upon their social sys-

tem apolicy that had been in vogue in China for many
years. Perhaps, had it been promulgated only by

men of English descent, it would have retained the

element of practicability — for the English, in all

previous reforms, had been practical ; but owing to

the short-sightedness of your remote ancestors you

had permitted your country to be over-ran with emi-

grants from the slums of other nations ; they had

been given equal rights, socially and politically, and

they had intermarried with your native stock until

it became so debased that, one hundred years -ago,

your ancestors were as ready as the Frenchmen of

the eighteenth century to abandon every thing for

the sake of an idea.

At first, then, we in China thought that Nation-

alism was simply a barbarian attempt to imitate our

own system of government. The grading system,

which the Nationalists were so enthusiastic over,

bore a remarkable likeness to our system of exami-

nations ; and there were other points of resemblance

which I have not, now, time to dwell upon. But,

as the years passed, we became undeceived. We
saw that you were trying a new experiment.

To prevent her people from being contaminated

by the new theories, China enforced more strictly

her policy of non-intercourse with other nations.

We became more and more an isolated people. But
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the present century (I speak now by your ancient

method of computing by the Christian calendar) had

not commenced, before our statesmen saw that

so passive a policy as non-intercourse would not suf-

fice. An era of propagandism seemed to have set

in, and emissaries from the outside world managed

in various disguises to*enter the^ Celestial Kingdom

and to preach the pernicious doctrines of National-

ism.

It was then that our statesmen were convinced

that sooner or later an appeal to arms would be nec-

essary to preserve our own system of government,

and it was then that China began to prepare for war.

It was then that our Bureau of Foreign Intelligence

was established, much on the same lines that it now
follows ; and then it was, that the system of com-

pulsory mihtary service and training was required of

every one of our citizens.

The Chinese have ever been a conservative na-

tion ; and on this occasion, knowing the immensity

of the stake they might have to play for— knowing

that sooner or later the choice would lie between con-

quering the world or being conquered by it— we
moved more slowly and cautiously than ever. In

one generation China has been transformed into a

vastcamp^hereevery able-bodied man is a soldier

or a sailor, armed and equipped with the most

recent weapons of war. Our surface and subma-

rine navies are the finest that have ever yet been

seen.
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How much longer we might have continued our

preparations there is no knowing. We saw the ad-

vantage which the growing discontent in France

might afford an ambitious man— we found such a

man in Euy de Montalbon, chief of the guild of

toy-makers in Marseilles; we furnished him with aid

to scheme, and \*rhen the rebellion broke out at a

preconcerted time we had munitions of war from

our armories near at hand for his adherents.

It may with truth be said that it was China who
changed the form of the French government and

placed the present Emperor on the throne of France.

And yet strange to say, not one nation of the civil-

ized world took warning from the fact.

Professor West points out the reason of this fatal

blindness, and later I shall dwell on it more at

length. Suffice it now to say that the Nationalistic

system when, under the mistaken idea that it was

abolishing idlers, abolished the diplomatic corps, and

allowed newspapers to decay, abohshed reaUy the

eyes of the nation.

On the 29th of September, when we declared

•war against the United States, we had four fleets at

sea. One was at Brest, and it was the duty of this

to prevent Great Britain or Germany from sending

you assistance. The precaution was wise though

utterly unnecessary as the National system had

rendered those two countries as helpless as the

United States.

3
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The second was more than half way across the

North Atlantic.

The third was at anchor in the French West

Indies.

The fourth was three days' sail from the Pacific

coast of North America.

Each of these last three fleets was under sealed

orders, which, being opened on the 29th of Septem-

ber informed it of the declaration of war and

instructed it what to do..

Our North Atlantic fleeti was the strongest. It

included six of our largest ironclads armed each with

four pneumatic dynamite guns that had a range of

fifteen miles ; twelve light-armored cruisers each

armed with one similar pneumatic gun and four

guns of lighter calibre; two dispatch boafs; and

eight torpedo boats.

It was the duty of the light cruisers in this fleet

to seize upon the swift ocean steamers plying be-

tween Europe and the United States, and convoy

them to France, where they would be used as trans-

ports for the army which we had been accumulating

there. The heavier war ships were to destroy any

fortiflcations which might be erected on the coast,

and to hold the principal cities to ransom until the

arrival of the troops ; the torpedo boats, two of which

were submarine vessels, were to aid the war ships.

Fleet number three, composed of four of our

heaviest war vessels, with six attendant torpedo

boats, was to take possession of the Gulf of'Mexico
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and the Mississippi, and to act in conjunction with

the army when it arrived.

Fleet number four was composed of only two war

ships, but these convoyed one hundred and two

steamers on which was the army destined to begin

the invasion of the Pacific coast.

Our plans had all been carefully prepared before-

hand, and were executed without a miscarriage.



LECTURE III.

Let me now return to Professor Julian West's

diany, continuing it from where we last left ofE,

under date of September 30th.

" After breakfast," writes Professor West, " Edith

informed me that she had put in a requisition for a

young man and a young woman from our ward-

house, and that she purposed, with their assistance,

to devote the first half of the day to putting my
study in order. This I took as a notice to absent

myself until dinner time ; and accordingly having

seen that my more important papers were securely

locked up, where they could not be disarranged, I

wended my way to the college buildings. I found

my lecture-room all newly-swept, . and smelling

somewhat of fresh paint and varnish, so after chat-

ting a little while with such of the other professors

as happened to be in the building, I went, to the

library and spent the rest of the morning there.

" We dined, as usual, at one, and I returned home
in time to go with Edith and the children to our

ward eating-house. After our meal was finished.
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Edith went back to her house-cleaning, while I

went down town to the State House to learn what
iiad been the outcome of the meeting of the heads

of our local guilds. They had adjourned for dinner

as I had expected, and were reassembling when I

arrived. As I was personally acquainted with most

of them, and as my position was to a great extent a

public one, 1 was invited to remain and listen to

the debates, and I gladly accepted the invitation.

We remained in consultation until darkness warned

us that the supper hour was near, and then ad-

journed to meet again later in the evening.

" The measures agreed upon, were, practically, as

follows : It had been agreed that ten per centum

of the active force should be released from their oc-

cupations, and proceed, at once, to arm and drill and

act as a local military force. This ten per centum

was to be selected from the v-arious trades by their

respective Superintendents, who were given plenary

powers of selection. They were to meet on the fol-

lowing nioming and select the officers, who were to

be subject to the commands of a Committee on

Military .Affairs, composed of members of the Mu-
nicipal Council.

" Three of our most distinguished architects, and

two civil engineers had gone down the bay to ex-

amine the coast defenses, and the guild yacht clubs

had been ordered to hold their various boats in

readiness for instant service. A committee of the

Superintendents of the female guilds had been ap
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pointed to devise a uniform for the military, and

was given authority to call upon the tailoring de-

partment for the necessary number of uniforms.

Another committee, called the Committee on Muni-

tions of War, was appointed and directed to procure

at once as large an amount of powder and shot as

possible, and was given^ authority to levy requisi-

tions on the various machine-shops and chemical

factories for these materials. The hours of labor

were ordered to be lengthened in those trades from

which the military were taken, so that there might

be no decrease in the production corresponding to

the decrease in the number of producers.

" The transaction of this business had consumed

the hours of the day's session, and when the ad-

journment was ordered, I went home to supper.

"Arrived at home, J! found awaiting me a message

from the President of Shawmut College, which re-

cited an order received from the Committee on

Mihtary Affairs and desired me to at once select ten

per centum of the students in the Historical Section

and to notify them to meet on the Common at nine

o'dock the next morning to be mustered into the

military service.

"A very hastily-swallowed supper sufficed me
after I had read this communication, and then I

hurried to the President's house, I was not his only

visitor. The heads of every section of the college

had received notices similar to mine, and, being per-

plexed as I was, had hurried to the President's
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house for consultation. Most of us were bothered

in the same way; to each of us there was an incom-

ing class of new students whom we had never met
and whom we knew of only because their names
were on the college lists; how could we intelli-

gently select, as best fitted for soldiering, a percent-

age of a class which we had never seen. Besides

there, was a point, which had not occurred to me,

but which I found that a majority of my colleagues

in the faculty were worrying over, and that was

this : we were required to select ten per centum

from our sections— did this mean that we were to

select the ten per centum from the section as a

whole, or a quarter of it from the senior, junior^

sophomore and freshman classes, each, respectively?

With these questions before us our chance meeting

at the President's house resolved itself practically

into an informal meeting of the faculty— some of

my students were also in the classes of Professor

Smith, Lecturer on Biology, and I was in doubt

whether Prof. S. or myself should count such

among our quotas.

"But when I got home, feeling quite satisfied

that our deliberations had settled all matters so far

as the coUege was concerned, I showed my list to

Edith (who was sitting up for me) and was annoyed

to find that she at once disapproved of it— because

I had put down as the quota selected by me only

men and had ignored the women who formed nearly

half my classes."
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I cease now for a time my. quotations from Pro-

fessor West's diary, because I can more succinctly

narrate to you, in my own words what followed. I

have quoted from his diary enough to show you how
utterly unprepared for invasion your country was

under the Nationalist system^ and how entirely un-

suspecting your governing people were of what was

to foUow. When Professor West wrote in his iSiary

those entries which I have just read to you, the

rulers of the United States were unanimously of

the opinion that the first attack of China would be

on the Pacific ports ; and no one had any idea that

New England or the Middle or Southern States

would ever be the scene of battle.

The preparations for simnltaneons attack which

we had made had passed utterly unnoticed by your

rulers. This lamentable ignorance could never have

existed if there had been a diplomatic corps abroad,

or if there had been newspapers in any way resem-

bling those published by your ancestors during the

latter half of the nineteenth century. But such

newspapers had been exterminated upon the univer-

sal adoption of the Nationalist system. Government
became the sole manufacturer and distributor of

goods; advertising was at an end. As Professor

West justly remarks in a letter dated A. D. 2001,*

your general news you receivedofficially, all ahke,

as it was given you ; and the official bulletins met
all demands that arose, and gave all news which

* Printed at length al the end of this lecture. Ed.
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for public safety and morality it was deemed wise

to publish. The theory of the Nationalist govern-

ment, that a man who did not labor with his hands

was an idler, prohibited the maintenance, in foreign

countries, of a diplomatic corps or consular system

which might have advised you, and surely would, of

the contemplated attack of the Chinese ; and as you

had no navy and no standing army, you could have

no military or naval agents abroad to report to their

respective departments what other-nations were pre-

paring to do. Hence, as I say, you were in utter

ignorance that great preparations had been made by

China to attack some -nation, and equally unaware

that we contemplated a simultaneous invasion upon

the east, west and south coasts of the United

States.

I have been asked what the real cause of this war

was. As I have already told you, it was in reality

a defensive war undertaken by China to crush out

the Nationalist theory of government. When a

strong nation desires to go to war with a weak one,

any pretext, no matter how trivial, serves as excuse

for the declaration of hostilities. In this case I

believe that the cause given was that a Chinese of

high rank had been hooted in the streets of San

Francisco, but the real reason was that China was so

strong and you were so weak.

The United States rested in false security. Hav-

ing become accustomed to believe war a thing of
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the past, you took no measures to preserve your

powers of self-defense. You were soon, however,

to be undeceived.

On the 1st day of October a fleet of vessels was

spied off the coast of Maine. Spy-gksses were at

once brought to bear on it, and as it approached, it

was seen to consist of war vessels. The news was

at once telegraphed to Boston and the other coast

cities and to Washington.

The day had been cloudy, and night fell earlier

than usual, but not before the strange vessels had

approached near enough to show that they flew the

national ensign of China. That night, for the first

time, the Bostonians awoke to a realization of the

threatened danger. Let me quote from som« pen-

cilled notes which I found among Professor West's

papers. He says

:

"We-had been all sound asleep, when we were

awakened by a tremendous knocking upon our

front door. My wife heard" it first, and aroused me,

and I went to the window and looked out. It was

a dark night, a;nd at first I could see no one, but on

calling out I was answered by a voice, which I rec-

ognized as belonging to one of the college janitors,

and which said to me, as nearly as I can recollect

the words, 'There's a Chinese fleet off the Cape
Professor, and the President wants you to meet him
and the other professors at the State House right
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away.' To be startled from sleep by such a sum-

mons as this was not conducive to calm reflection.

I dressed rapidly, and taking a hasty leave of Edith,

harried to the State House, where I found the Mu-
nicipal Council and the larger part of the college

faculty.

" The danger that confronted us was so sudden

and unexpected that we could devise no way to

meet it. There were indeed many plans proposed,

but none, when examined, seemed to promise prac-

tical relief or protection. For the first time then

I realized that we were practically unprotected. It

was easy to call upon all citizens to arm, but they

were undisciplined, and there were no weapons for

them. It was easy to fasten cans of dynamite on the

bows of every vessel in the harbor, but for such

puerile attacks the invading forces would care noth-

ing. And when we telegraphed to "Washington for

advice we were only told to do the best we could,

and informed that similar fleets had been seen in

the Gulf and at the entrance of Puget Sound.

" ' Do the "best you can,^ that was all the heljj we
got from the much-praised government at Wash-

ington."

There was a tendency in those days to hold the

government, and by the government I mean the

functionaries at Washington, responsible for the

declaration of war and all the trouble that followed;

but, as I have already suggested to you, it was your
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system of governmeut rather than your rulers that

was responsible.

The fleet was seen off the coast on the afternoon

of the 1st of October, at daybreak on the 2nd it was

at the entrance to Boston Harbor and the city lay at

the mercy of its guns. At nine o'clock a torpedo

boat, flying a flag of truce from her bow, came

steaming slowly up the channel, feeling her way

cautiously as if fearful of torpedoes or submarine

mines, for here let me observe that, although we in

China were aware of your unprotected condition,

we could not for one moment flatter ourselves that

you were utterly unaware of our preparations for

your invasion nor believe that the arrival of our

fleets would find you so utterly unprepared for

sesistauce.

Well, as I said, the torpedo boat came slowly up

the harbor. It was seen as it started and its

approach was telephoned to the State House, so that

a committee of the municipality met it at the wharf.

It bore, as had been rightly conjectured, an oflScer

from the fleet with a summons for the immediate

surrender of the city and a demand for a ransom

equal to about fifty millions of dollars. The refflsal,

of either of these demands, it was stated, would be

followed by a bombardment of the city.

The sensation, which followed the arrival of this

messenger, may be best described by an eye witness.

I quote from an anonymous manuscript, now in the

•college library, the writer of which, though his
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name is not known, was one of those drafted from

the unclassified grade of common laborers. He
says:

" I was on the Common much earlier than was

called for,- but I was by no means alone. Men and

women, who had been drafted from the other trades,

were there also, and the air was fairly noisy with

talk. The arrival of the fleet off the mouth of the

harbor was known to most of us and was the prin-

cipal topic of conversation, though there was also

much discussion as to the uniforms we were to wear

and many guesses hazarded whether the women,

who had been selected, would be mustered in as a

separate force or be apportioned with the men to

different regiments.

"At nine o'clock, promptly, our Superintendents

appeared upon the scene, and the quotas from the

various guilds gathered around them and the lists of

the selections were read, those present answer-

ing " here," and the few who were absent being

marked accordingly. We had expected to be mus-

tered into service immediately, but were told that

the municipal authorities did not feel competent to

decide the propriety of enrolling women, and had

telegraphed to W^ishington for instructions on that

point. We were told, therefore, to wait where we

were until this point had bieen decided.

"About ten o'clock we received news of the torpedo

boat's approach, and almost immediately afterward
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of the envoy's landing. Our Superintendents then

appeared clearing a way for the committeemen and

the envoy.

" The crowd by this time was very great. Every

window in the neighborhood was packed thick with

heads, but I was fortunately agile enough to climb

a tree beneath which the envoy passed, and so I

had a full view of him. He was a good-looking,

w.ell-made Chinaman of probably thirty-five years of

age,* dressed in loose trousers of dark blue silk and

a loose, . flowing robe or shirt of yellow flowered

damask, belted around his waist with a sword belt.

He was accompanied by a guard of four fierce-look-

ing sailor-men, armed to the teeth, but the things

that struck us all as most curious were the long tails

of hair that hung down their backs from under-

neath their helmets. They passed through the

crowd into the State House, where the Mtmicipal

Council was assembled.

" In about an hour the envoy came out again,

escorted as before, and disappeared in the direction

of the wharf, whence in a little while we heard the

sound of cheering— though what there was to cheer

at none of us on the Common knew.''

Now let me tell you what happened in the State

House. His Excellency, Lieutenant Hi, delivered

*NoTB.—He was His Excellency, Lieutenant All Lee Hi, now
youi Admiral of tlie North Atlantic, and was then ihirty-seyen

years old.
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his demands, amid the most profound silence. He
was empowered, he said, to allow one-half hour for

deliberation, at the end of that time he should ex.

pect an answer. Having thus delivered himself he

retired into one of the adjoining committee rooms.

The perplexity of the Municipal Council was very-

great. Without special authorization from the cen-

tral government it had no authority to grant the de-

mands of the invaders, and a refusal to grant them

meant the destruction of the city. To telegraph to

Washington was a matter of course but no reply

could be obtained from that city. This silence

which added so much to the perplexities of the

council we now know was owing to the confusion

that reigned in Washington. Chinese war ships

had appeared ofE the mouth of the Potomac,

and the government archives were being hastily

packed for removal and the officials were preparing

for flight.

Telegrams from New Tork and Philadelphia

showed a similar state of afEairs. Boston could evi-

dently expect no outside aid.

The half hour was extended by the Chinese envoy

to an hour, but the more the council debated, the

more inevitable and unavoidable seemed compliance

with the Chinese demands. Every instinct prompted

a refusal. To yield so readily was an offense to

patriotism and self-respect— and yet to resist meant -

to resist hopelessly, meant the destruction of thou-

sands ofhuman lives and acres of art and architecture.
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Reason pointed out clearly the fplly of resistance

;

pride showed plainly the shame of yielding.

A Jouenalist's Confession^v Boston, A. D., 2001.

(Communicated through Dyer D. Lum. Published by permission of

the Open Qourt.)

You wiU be surprised, my dear Dr. Leete, to

learn that I have severed my connection with the

Trumpet of Libertyyhui such is the fact. Your
kindness in the past, your earnest zeal in laboring

to secure sufficient subscribers to reimburse the ex-

ecutive power for expense incurred, as well as your

unfailing optimism even when circumstances looked

dark, all alike convince me that I would be derehct

to favors received were I not to lay before you

the reasons which have actuated me in this final

step. ISor are the reasons purely sentimental, though

I know that if I should place them upon that ground

I could at once command the tender sympathies of

your generous and trusting heart. And if my private

criticisms herein as to the wisdom of our mode of

conducting newspapers should seem to lean toward

treason, I can but simply throw myself upon your

good nature.

The imperative necessity of first securing enough

subscribers to guarantee cost before permission to

publish could be obtained, necessarily made the ven-

NoTB.—The letter by Professor West referred to in the pre-

ceding lecture (page 33) is as follows:
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ture in a large degree local. To tEe circulars sent

out the replies frojn a distance were, as we expected,

not very encouraging ; the utter lack of advertising,

if I may be permitted that antique word, prevented

the fact from being widely known, as well as the

character and scope of our work, and at the same

. time deprived us of means to collect names. In fact,

my dear doctor, while in no wise depreciating the

calm security we now possess of knowing that our

material wants will be easily gratified, it still seems

to me, but without indorsing Carlyle's allusion to

"pig's wash," that this security of the stomach

tends to confine our efforts within narrower circles

and restrict our intellectual horizon within the boun-

daries of personal intercourse. Without means to

reach unknown inquirers, our work and progress has

been largely retarded.

But the Trwmpet, fortunately, having a goodly

subscription list, and I being elected editor, these

diflBculties were surmounted, even if it prevented a

material reduction in terms or increase of attrac-

tions. But here a greater difficulty arose. Tou
remember the biting sarcasms in works of a former

age in which the clergy were assailed for being nec-

essarily subservient to the pews whence arose their

support. I fancy I can put myself in the place of

a clergyman under those semi-barbarous conditions

prevailing before government kindly relieved us of

the care of overlooking our own morals. For even

under our resplendent liberty, which I have done

4
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so much to trumpet, I have fomid myself continually

treading on tender corns and drawing forth indig-

nant protests from my constituency. Our beloved

institutions have not fostered criticism ; on the con-

trary, the tendency is plainly toward its repression.

Though our presses continually issue books, they,

like papers, find great diflBculty in reaching beyond

a merely local market, which while heightening

cost necessarily limits- circulation. . To write for the

" pews " only, so to speak, restricts independence;

wliile independence either curtails my list of readers

or changes its personnel, in either case depriving the

paper of an assured and solid bads.

To antagonize those within immediate reach,

whom every^thing tends to render extremely con-

servative toward speculations relative to wider per-

sonal liberty, and without means to reach others at

a distance to w,hom such thoughts might be welcome,

is but one of the many difficulties I have encoun-

tered. Individual initiative having long since gone

out of fashion, in the coUapse of the ancient system

of political economy, it becomes more and more
difficult to assert it in the economy of intellect. I

am aware that the field of journalism is regarded as

exempted from the general rule of authoritative

direction and, like the clergy, left to personal merit

to win success ; still the universal tendency of all

our institutions to militant measures and direction

largely- invalidates the theory. This tendency to

centralization, which has become the crowning glory
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of our civilization, is strikingly manifest even in

journalism, despite its theoretical exemption.

The subscribers being, so to speak, stockholders,

and persons whose every-day occupations and mode
of living tend to disparage individual initiative, the

first eflEect of any thing blasphemous to the sacred

shrine of the commonplace is the appointment of a

committee, or board of directors, by the subscribers

whose chief functions consist in promoting solidarity

among the enrolled subscribers. Theoretically, t

had become convinced that this was the flower of

our civilization and frequently elucidated its phil-

osophy at Shawmut College, but my later experience

has not led me to be enraptured with its fragrance.

Each one, in so far as individuality has survived, to

however slight a degree, feels not only competent

but authorized to express himself editorially ; for

those most fervent m presenting the superiority of

collective wisdom are equally convinced that they

are its organs.

When I accepted the position as editor I believed

that this reservation of journalism from collective

control was wise, but what was excluded in theory

reappears in practice. If you could but look over

the articles I have received from the stockholders

whom I represent, the " pews " to whom I preach

you might be tempted to change the name of the

paper to the Scrap-Book, or face the problem of

reducing material cost without increasing intellect-

ual costiveness. You see my dilemma ; if I insert
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them I am publishing contradictory principles, if I

exclude them I am fljing in the face of our great

and glorious institutions by looking backward to

outgrown conditions, wherein some of your semi-

barbarous forefathers were wont to prate of the

inseparableness of personal initiative and responsi-

bility.

That our social^system can be criticised by writers

for its compulsory enlistment for three years to se-

cure ample supply for social demand for sewer-

ditchers, night-scavengers, domestic service, etc.,

you would undoubtedly agree with me in regarding

as only coming from those in whom our beneficent

institutions had not eradicated as yet the hereditary

taint of being " born tired," a complaint of which

we read in some ancient authors. Yet, whatever its

source, such criticisms are received, though gener-

ally concealed in allegory. Thus, recently, I had to

reject a story of considerable literary excellence,

wherein was described a fancied society where parity

of conditions rendered free competition equitable,

and remuneration for work was determined in open

market by intensity and degree of repugnance over-

come, thus unsocially offering the highest induce-

ments to disagreeable labor. I saw at once the an.

archistic character of the work, and promply sup-

pressed it as treasonous.

I have also come to the conclusion, my dear Dr.

Leete, that the newspaper is obsolete. For current

gossip and small talk we already have abundant ve-
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hides ; for criticism on public polity there is no
room, even if there were need, nor would it be wise

to tolerate it in a community where individuality is

subordinated to general welfare and protection con-

stitutes the genius of all institutions. Our general

news we receive officially, all alike, as it is given to

us, and the official bulletins meet all demands that

may arise which public safety and morality deem
wisdom to publish. Titles of heavier treatises than

the ephemeral requirements of newspapers may al-

ways be found in the official record of publications

distributed among our purchasing agencies, to those

who have time to search through their voluminous

bulk, and even if a title should prove misleading, a

common misforturne for which I can suggest no

adequate remedy, our material prosperity is so well

assured that credit so wasted will not injure any

one.

Finding, therefore, that our present legally in-

stituted scheme of journalism is incompatible with

our social constitution, to preserve which all else

must bie sacrificed, in that it cannot be successfully

conducted without individual initiative, control and

responsibility, I gladly cease the struggle, to return

to my chair of philosophy of history at Shawmut
College. My own opinion is that the collective di-

rection now so simplified over production and

exchange in material fabrics, should be logically ex-

tended to the production and exchange of the more

subtle fabrics of the biain if our glorious institu-
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tions are to permanently remain on a solid and im-

movable basis. To admit anarchy in thought, and

insist on artificial regulation of relations which are

born of thought, is plainly illogical and dangerous

to collective liberty. A social system once instituted

must be preserved at all hazards ; to preserve is as

essential as to create ; and this is the more evident

when we are the creators and know the result to be

to our social well-being.

Happily, the compulsory solidarity to which civil-

ization has now attained in material wealth, and the

moralization of militancy a century ago, effected by

political high-priests, already gives every indication

of being dominant in the intellectual sphere before

the close of this ne;wly-opened century. Having or-

ganized liberty, having brought the spirit of free-

dom down from abstract heights to add a local

habitation to its name, by excluding individual ini-

tiative and personal responsibility in economics,

having substituted the kind fraternalism of direction

for the wild freedom of competition, let us hasten

the rapidly-nearing day when intellect will also re-

ject these survivals of a ruder age— a day wherein

we will reach the culminating point of our civiliza-

tion, where looking forward will be synonymous

with looking backward

!

Yours for organized and instituted liberty,

Julian West.

P. S.— Edith sends love ; the baby is well.

J.W.



LECTURE IV.

In considering the perplexities which beset the

United States in these days we must remember that

for over a century the Christian world had dreamed

of war as a by-gone thing. As far back as 1890,

one of your American thinkers, by name Frederick

W. Ayer, prophesied, " I am against war as an ap-

proved method of settling national disputes. Indi-

viduals are quarreling among themselves the world

over ; what would be our situation if these countless

millions of disputes were to be settled in the arena

by mutual blows instead of in the courts of law

established for their arbitration? Boards of arbi-

tration with high courts of appeal and last resort

should be and will yet be, created for the hearing

and adjustment of national and international com-

plaints. Such courts already exist in fact, if not in

form, by the mutual assent of nations. The rulers

of the several countries of Europe are daily passing

upon and settling by mutual consideration of the

diflBculties involved, questions which a century ago

would have plunged the same countries into war.
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Tou may b^ sure that the trend and bent of modem
diplomaQy is against war. War possesses a terror

for our civilization which it did not possess for the

ages which have gone before us. Statesmanship no

longer consists in fomenting quarrels between na-

tions, and rulers must now answer to humanity in-

stead of to kings. The heroes of the future will

not be found on the fields of slaughter and the de-

struction of human life in settlement of national dis-

putes will cease to be glory."

Such was the dream of your ancestors in 1890.

The dream became a reality when the Nationalists

succeeded in establishing your former government;

but misled by their earnestness^ blinded by their

enthusiasm for ideas, they refused to see that as

long as any one nation declined to submit to arbi-

tration and persisted in maintaining a perfect appa-

ratus of warj that one nation did of necessity because

of its superior strength become the master of all

those nations which disarmed. This folly was uni-

versal. No Natioilahst teacher but was firmly con-

vinced that war was a thing of the past, a barbarism

of remote ages.

Imagine a community that has lived for a century

upon the fertile slopes of a volcano, firm in the be-

lief that the mountain was fast fixed and its fires long

ago extinguished. Imagine the terror and perplexity

of such a community, when suddenly they felt the

earth beneath quiver and shake, while the sky be-
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came dark with smoke and ashes, and streams of

Are flowed through theu- fertile vineyards and

among their homes. Imagine such a community, and

you can then gain some idea of the confusion that

prevailed in the United States, when almost simul-

taneously there came the news that four hostile

Chinese fleets held the great seaport cities of the

nation at their mercy. It was a disaster too great

for belief ; men's minds could not grasp it.

The hour passed and his Excellency Lieutenant

Hi appeared for the answer. There was no answer

for him. The cbnflictiUg emotions in the minds of

the Municipal Council had prevented reason from

coming to a decision. Now, however, there could

be no more delay. The Chinese envoy awaited an

imniediate reply.

A silence, as of the dead, reigned through the

hall when for the last time the envoy demanded an

answer and refused further time. For a space there

was a stillness so intense that men heard the palpi-

tation of their hearts ; and then the chairman of the

meeting rose, and with a voice tremulous with-

emotion said :
" Oh, my brothers ! What shall our

answer be ? " And then, breaking the silence that

for a little space ensued, the secretary's voice was

heai'd calling the names of those who were to answer.

" Charles Packer Bellamy " he said, and from the

seats there arose a tall, spare > form and answered:

' If to say ' No ! ' meant only death to me, then
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would I say ' No ;
' although a thousand deaths

awaited me. But it means more. ' Twould doom
to death others than myself — my wife, my little

ones, my neighbors and my friends ! So, though

my heart is ready to break with grief and shame,

what'can I do but answer ^Yes ? ' "

And so, one after another, the members of the

council answered " Yes ; " and Boston was sur-

rendered to a foreign foe.

We cannot doubt the unanimous testimony of

those who being then present afterward recorded

what thejr. saw. Never in the world's history had

there been a scene hke this. Strong men were

sobbing like children. Eyes, that had been dry for

years, dropped now the salt tears of anguish. That

night there were many suicides.

I leave you to picture to yourselves the scene.

In the years to come it will be the most dramatic

scene in history, and will no doubt afford novelists

and dramatists the base of many a plot.

But a little while ago, and I asked you to appre-

ciate the perplexities of the Municipar Council by
symbolizing them— you wUl remember my imagery

of a people dwelling on the hillside of a volcano

;

now I ask you to picture to yourselves, a nation that

for a century has biiilt its hope and pride upon a

theory, and finds, too late for any remedy, that

though the theory is right, it has nevertheless de-

stroyed itself by neglecting the simplest precautions
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of self-defense. And yet who can picture this ? I

cannot. I doubt if you can. We can only stand

afar off and wonder; yes, we can only wonder—
that is aU ! A navy, though weak, would'have been

a temporary defense. Forts and coast defenses,

however antiquated, weuld have at least postponed

for a little while the terrible humiliation of imme-

diate surrender. A standing army would, by afford-

ng a nucleus for volunteers, have held the enemy
in check until the raw troops had been levied and

driDed, and the possession of factories capable of

turning out munitions of war would have given

hope of ultimate success to every individual act of

resistance.

Yet not one of these were in existence— there

were no forts, no navies, no standing army, no

annories, no manufactories of arms. To have main-

tained such would have seemed to the rulers of that

day the maintenance of an idle class— and an idle

class was the one thing that the founders of the

Nationalist system of government hated above all

other things. They were terribly short-sighted.

They realized that a man might work one hour a

day and do nothing the other twenty-three hours,

but they could not realize that a man might do

nothing for twenty-three years and yet perform

labor of inestimable value in the twenty-fourth.

Because they were so short-sighted, life and treasure

wpre wasted. Because their policy was the trivial

one of immediate benefit yon ultimately lost all
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they had been striving to gain. To be sure it is

fortuiaate that this is the case ; for otherwise you

would never have known that higher civilization

which my nation has given you.

That night, an hour before sunset, the fleet moved
nearer to the city, and the next morning the citizens

were awakened by the unaccustomed sound of sun-

rise guns. About eight o'clock a detachment of

Chinese troops was landed and marched to the

mnnlcipal buildings, and to the railroad, telegraph

and telephone stations. Orders were promulgated

requiring the citizens to proceed as usual to the work-

shops and forbidding any departure from the city

without a pass from the Municipal Council. And
that council sat all day in the State House practi-

cally prisoners of the invaders.

I have previously called your attention to the

difficulties which beset the Municipal Council ; I

wish now to invite your consideration of the per-

plexiti^ that embarrassed the commander of the

Chinese fleet. His ships carried full complements

of officers, marines and sailor-mten, but these were

counted by hundreds, while the Bostonese were

counted by millions. To take the city into military

occupation was, therefore, an impossibility, and his

whole effort was to retain such control over it that

the army then on its way from France might on its

arrival be at once landed and distributed through-

out the town. The city was, therefore, still gov-
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erned through its former rulers, but these were in

the charge of officers who understood English, and as

I have already said, .were practically prisoners.

Their deliberations were also confined to the best

method of raising the amount of ransom promised

to prevent the destruction of the city ; at least one

Chinese officer, wlio understood English, being con-

tinually present to prevent any discussion as to ways

or means of defense.

Here again appeared another weakness for which

Nationalism was responsible. The Chinese naturally

demanded that the ransom be paid in gold or silver

money ; but of money there was none in the United

States. There were no bankers nor banks ; no bills

of exchange— no facilities for raising loans. True

there was a large amount of the precious metals, in

the shape of jewelry, plate and so forth, but this

was the private property of the individuals, not of

the municipality of Boston nor of the general gov-

ernment. There were jewels of great value known

to be possessed by individual citizens, but under the

Nationalist theory they were not the property of

the State nor could they be used by the Municipal

Council nor pledged by the authorities with the

Chinese. So closely had the demand and supply,

in all manufactured things been regulated by the

ajatisticians at "Washington, that there was not even

a surplusage of them to pledge. "What had seemed

to the Nationalist theorists the perfection of Na-

tionahsm, was now the ruin of the country. The
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United States was in the position of a man who

having just enough money to pay for his dinner, is

suddenly asked to pay a note for a large amount.

It had been surmised by the Chinese that the

coast cities would be unable to pay the ransoms de-

manded; but it was recognized that such demands

might serve to distract the public mind from the

real purpose of the Chinese (which was the perma^

nent occupation of the country) ; and that by pro-

tracting the negotiations as to the times, installments

and manner of payment, a certain uncontested con-

trol of the city might be continued until the arrival

of the army would permit a military occupancy.

The delay also enabled the Chinese officers to study

the city from a tactical standpoint, and to decide in

exactly what places it would be best to place the

army of occupation.

The Municipal Council was, therefore, encouraged

to believe that some methed might be ultimately

devised by which the ransom would be paid and

accepted, and the city relieved of "its foreign visi-

tors. Nay, so far was this belief actually entertained

by the Bostonians that there was actually some talk

of giving a ball to the Chinese

!

I could hardly believe this fact when it was first

stated to me, but it was vouched for by so many au-

thorities, that, ultimately, I could not but accept it

as a truth. Yet, after all, it was but an illustration

of the inability of a people to understand what they
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have been taught to believe was impossible to hap-

pen. It shows how thoroughly th*^ Bostonians con-

sidered the visitation of the Chinese as a merely

temporary incident. There was scarcely a person

in Boston who did not think that the ransom would

be paid, and the Chinese take their departure. To
the Bostonians indulging in delusions of hope, the

Chinese instead of enemies were simply visitors—
unwelcome visitors, indeed, and visitors whom it

was wise to propitiate, but still visitors.

Since I have come to realize that the intention to

give a ball to the Chinese is an incontrovertible fact,

1 have often thought that it is an excellent example

of that 'Strange inability to realize the possibility

of war, which sonaetimes permeates nations which

have long been at peace.



LECTURE V.

Let me quote again from Professor Julian West's

diary. He narrates the events attendant upon the

arrival of the fleet, the landing of the envoy, the de-

liberations of the council— which I have already

sketched out to you— and then continues

:

"It was six o'clock, supper-time. My heart was

very heavy as I walked homeward, but Edith and

the children were awaiting me, and all were so

happy that I was loth to let my own grief intrude

i upon them. And yet I could not wholly dissemble

nor be quiet, and as we walked to the ward restau-

rant I mentioned some of my fears to Edith. She

laughed them to scorn, and bade me not frighten

the children. Later in the evening, when we were

by ourselves, we had another talk, but still she

would see nothing alarming in the situation. To
her mind the invasion of the Chinese was but a

temporary incident ^ we would pay them so much
of our goods, agree to pay them so much for several

successive years— and they would then go away.
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The hours of labor might be lengthened a little, but

that would be the only result. As for any Hanger

coming near us or our family, she ridiculed the idea.

Alas, I could not agree with her, though I knew,

from what I had heard and seen, that her opinion

was the opinion of our rulers and people. To me
the vista of the future years seemed to open out into

a long-continued war, and my youth was near

enough to the great Civil war of 1861 to give

me some idea of what the anguish and cost of

war was.

" For many years I have been one with the people

of to-day j they have been my brothers and my sis-

ters. Their ideas have been my ideas, their time

has been my time, their, era my era. But now I feel

myself a stranger in a strange land. To those about

me war is a word, and not an awful thing. Those

to whom 1 have ventured to breathe my thoughts

have looked upon me as weak, unmanly— almost as

insane. To their minds there is to be no bloodshed

— we will pay the Chinese and they will go away
— they will arbitrate their grievances (but what

those grievances are I have found no one who
knows)— to take advantage of their strength and

our unprepared condition would be too base for any

nation to seriously contemplate— the dust of the

old order of things was about me, blinding me, when

I spoke of war and bloodshed, of rapine, battle and

conquest— such are the answers I have received

to-day when I have ventured to tell my thoughts.

5
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God grant that I be wrong and that all the others

be right.

" I havis endeavored to impress upon Edith the

expediency of herself and the children leaving town.

They could easily go back to the Adirondack cot-

tage whence we have just come. But all my en-

treaties have been in vain. Edith insists that she

cannot leave without the consent of the Superin-

tendent of her guild, aad that the children cannot

go away unless their teachers have granted permis-

sion. I feel that I am powerless, and that I can do

nothing but wait the events which to me are inevi-

table. I am alone in my ideas, not one, besides

myself, of all the millions of Boston, thinks as I do."

Under the date of the next day, there is no entry

in Professor West's diary, but under the date of two

days later (October 4) he writes :

" The night before last I could not sleep for

anxiety, and early in the morning I arose, and sought

Dr. Stephen Bard, Edith's Superintendent, and

procured from him a leave of absence. Then I pro-

fcured similar leaves of absence from the children's

teachers, though not without trouble. I spoke to

Edith again, at breakfast, about going away, but

found her very unwilling to leave town, and in-

clined after her night's rest to take even a more

hopeful view of the situation than she had taken the

night before. At half-past nine I went off to my
lecture-room, with a heavy heart, passing on the
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way a body of Chinese marines who were about to

take possession of the college telegraph and, tele-

phone office.. It was the first symbol of foreign

occupation, and oppressed me most distressingly.

"At dinner I was delighted to find that Edith

had changed her mind, and was no longer opposed to

leaving town. It appears, that moved by my en-

treaties of the morning she had gone to the railroad

station to ask about trains, and had been informed

by the Chinese officer in command, that she would

not be sufEered to depart, the officer adding what

probably he intended as a compliment, but what

Edith did not consider as such, that so pretty a

woman as she could not be spared from the city.

Whether it was this compliment that turned the

scale in favor of departure, or the instinctive desire

of her sex to do what is forbidden, I do not know.

At all events she was now determined to leave town.

But how ? "With the railroads guarded, and the

surrounding waterways patrolled by the electric

launches and torpedo boats of the Chinese, the two

most natural avenues of escape were cut off. By
order of our Chinese conquerors all the horses in

the city had been surrendered to them, and were

now corralled under a Chinese guard. For her and

the children to walk was not for a moment to be

considered. •

" At last it occurred to us that we had at our own
disposal an ancient animal that Dr. Leete had pur-

chased a year before his death and which we had
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kept from motives of sentiment, and as this horse

was of no nse to any of us, he had been kept at pas-

ture on a farm some five miles out of town. It was

decided that this animal should now make some re-

turn to us. To bring him into the city while it was

yet daylight might result in his confiscation ; it was,

therefore, determined that Leete should at once go

to the farm and see that the old creature was fed

and ready for me when I should call for him about

nine o'clock. We had in our stable a light sort of

carryall, which we sometimes used in summer to

drive about the country, and this was to be our ark

of refuge.

"Having thus determined upon the means of

flight, the next great question was as to what neces-

sities and valuables might be taken. Clothes for

Edith and the children were the first necessities,

though I cautioned Edith to make these as few as

possible, and to choose warm materials that would

wear well, but in the end I had to discard fully one-

half of what she selected, and what we took was

packed in sacks and stowed xmder the seats for the

sake of lightness.

" There was, however, a provision which I insisted

upon, though Edith told me plainly that she thought

me very foolish for so doing. Whgji I was discov-

ered by Dr. Leete, I had in a safe within my cham-

ber several thousand dollars in gold. This, being

useless as money, had, with the exception of a few

pieces given away as curiosities, remained intact

;
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and this was what Edith, much against her will,

took with her. Edith's jewels were also taken.

" During the afternoon I hurried to the college

and obtained from the president leave to be away

for a few following days, for I determined to accom-

pany my family nntil I could feel assured that they

were at least on the way to safety.

"Our preparations consumed the whole of the

afternoon. At seven o'clock, after a hasty supper,

I started to walk to the farm. It was a clear star-

lit evening, and a moon wpuld rise shortly after

midnight, and I was glad to see as I walked along

that the roads were in good condition. At half-past

eight I reached the farm-house and I found old

' Galen ' (for so Dr. Leete had named his steed),

ready bridled for me. After a short rest I mounted

him and rode homeward, leaving Leete at the farm

which we would pass on our way out. I got home
without incident about eleven, and we soon had
' Galen ' harnessed to the wagon.

" We had promised ourselves that we would start

at midnight, and as the hour of our leaving grew

near, I noticed for the first time that Edith seemed

to appreciate the sadness of our flight, the importance

of the step we were taking. In this house we had

lived since our marriage ; here our children had been

bom ; here four of them had died. When the time

came for us to leave it; we seemed to have a presci-

ence that we should never return to it. A little be-
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fore twelve, leaving the children in the wagon-

house with the horse and the carriage, Edith" and I

went through the house once more. I saw the tears

running down her face as I helped her to her seat

in the carriage ; and so, secretly and in sad sileHce,

we left our home.
" Avoiding the thoroughfares, we drove through

the less-frequented streets. Out on the country

roads our hearts grew lighter ; the children talked a

little, then dropped off into uneasy slumbers. At
the farm we stopped, watered old Galen, and gave

him half an hour's rest.

" But here Leete begged me to let him return to

town. Though I asked him why, I had no need to

put the question to him. What lover would care to

leave his mistress amid dangers that he himself was

fleeing from ? And yet, though it grieved me
deeply, I could not yield tp his request. I repre-

sented to him that I might at any time be obliged

to return. That bis duty lay in caring for his

mother. And I promised him that when we had

seen her and the other children in a place of safety,

I would assist his return, and if necessary aid him
to .forward Miss Nesmyth to bis mother's care.

Witb a heavy heart he acknowledged the justice of

my reasoning, and we started once again.

"We had still some fifteen miles to go, for I wished

to reach the railroad junction at Butler, where I

thought it might be possible So procure railroad
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transportation. But Galen was old and unused to

labor, and the wagon was heavy with our six chil-

dren, besides my wife and myself and our baggage,

and we went but slowly. Leete and I, and even

Edith, walked the greater part of the way. The
country was wonderfully beautiful and peaceful

in the clear moonlight, but we were too weary and

too sad to appreciate its beauties. We stopped fre-

quently to rest our faithful beast. The morn was

breaking as we came into Butler. Driving to a

hotel, I soon had Edith and the children in bed, and

having seen Galen unharnessed and duly stalled,

and leaving Leete to sleep in the carriage and act as

custodian of our goods, I snatched an hour's slumber

for myself.

" Waking about eight I bathed at the hotel and

went down to- the railroad station. I found that

trains were running to Boston, but that since noon

of yesterday no trains had come from the city. This

state of things resulted in accumulating in the Bos-

ton yards nearly all of the engines and much of the

rolling-stock of the three roads that met here. I

was told that until a train came ^from Boston there

would be no chance of procuring transportation to

the West. The railroad oflScials were evidently

nonplussed by the unusual state of aflfairs, but went

on blindly obeying the orders from the main office

in Boston. While I was talking to the station mas-

ter, who seemed a very intelligent fellow, a freight
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train profusely decorated with red flags went by, and

I,, asking what this unusual display of danger signals

meant, was told that about sunset of the day before

orders had come from Boston to forward as rapidly as

possible all the powder, dynamite and provisions

that could be collected.

" I saw at onee the full meaning and import of this.

The railroad oflS,cials in Boston had obeyed the in-

structions of the Municipal OouneU, to accumulate

munitions of war in that city, and had given orders

accordingly to the division over which they had con-

trol; and so 'hide bound' had their minds been

made, by the routine of Nationalism, which, by re-

lieving them of all responsibility except obedience to

orders, had never educated them to consider that cir-

cumstances might arise when such orders should be

no longer followed, nor to regard the results of their

^bedience as a matter in which they had any per-

S^onal interest— so absolutely mechanical was their

obedience that they were actually now going on

obeying the orders of the Municipal Council, al-

though such obedience was actually denuding the

country of war material and accumulating it in the

possession of the enemy ! In the days of my youth

such blind obedience as this would have been im-

possible. There was not a man on the railroad that

would not have refused to thus aid and abet the

enemy. The proceeding was so utterly foolish that

it was hard to conceive of it as the legitimate result

of the destruction of individualism ; it seemed more
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credible to believe it the work of our enemies them-

selves, who, I was aware, held the Boston offices

under guard— and yet I knew the Boston railroad

officials too well to believe that they would yield to

force or threats or obey others than their immediate

superiors in the Municipal Council.

"In my surprise and fear I temporarily forgot

my anxiety for the safety of my own family, and

hurried to the office of the superintendent of this

division— but he was deaf to all my arguments and

pleadings. Such gross disobedience to the explicit

orders of his superiors would, he said, be little less

than treason. His duty was to obey the orders ; if

those orders were wrong the responsibility rested

upon the chiefs of the railroad division in Boston.

He even implied that I was subjecting myself to

danger in recommending disobedience.

" Disheartened by my failure I endeavored to ob-

tain from him sonie means of transportation west-

ward, but he would only say to me that I must wait

until a train came from the city.

" By this time it was nearly ten o'clock and I re-

turned to the hotel and breakfasted with my family.

Then leaving two of the younger boys to guard our

carriage, and taking Leete with me, I went again to

the railroad station. No train had left Boston ; there

was nothing to do but wait, so I sat down hopelessly

on a bench and gave Leete permission to wander

through the yard, warning him, however, not to bo

beyond easy call. He came back to me in. about an
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hour. ' Father,' he said, 'I've been thinking. Why
couldn't we get a hand-car and go on that— you and

I could work it, and mother a£d the children by sit-

ting close, could ride.'

" I looked up at my boy with surprise, for it had

not occurred to me to ask him for suggestions. He
stood before me, smiling and yet anxious, a tall,

well-made fellow of nineteen.
"

' Would we not be in constant danger of coUis-

sion with a train,' I asked.

" ' I think not,' he replied. ' I have been talking

with one of the yard men, and he says that the road

is double tracked, and that all the trains coming this

way will keep on the right-hand track, so that our

only danger will be. being run into from behind, and

we can stop at every station and find out if any train-

has left here or Boston.'

" I rose from my seat and went with him to the sta-

tion master and talked with that functionary about

Leete's plan. He said he saw no danger in it. No
train would use the up track until the Boston train ^

came along, and we could very easily be informed

of that at any station we might come to. . Questioned

as to our probable ability to work the car, he laugh-

ingly answered that we could probably work it for

a litUe way. But the car was not his to dispose of;

for permission to use it 1 would have to apply to the

superintendent. So to the superintendent's office

we went ; there to be disappointed by the statement

that a permit allowing us to travel over the road in
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a hand-car (a most unusual proceeding) conld only

be granted by some high officer in Boston— and I

knew that telegraphing to Boston for this permission,

as the" superintendent suggested, meant only tele-

graphrag to our Chinese invaders.

" 1 was on the point of departing when Leete

whispered to me and I turned back. That boy of

mine proves himself to be— as we would have said

in the days of my youth— a veritable Yankee -^ so

fertile is he in resources. Taking me aside, he whis-

pered that he had learned that there was a second,

hand hand-car that had been advertised for sale, and

that we might buy this. I returned at once to the

superintendent and expressed my desire to purchase

the hand-car advertised. He looked at me curiously,

but answered, politely enough, that the sale of

worn-out material was something that another de-

partment attended to, and touching a bell summoned
a messenger who conducted us to the person who
had charge of the sales of the undesired property of

the railroads. On our way thither a happy thought

occurred to me (and here let me set it down, though it

has nought to do with what I would record as the his-

tory of the day— here let me say that during all these

hours of anxiety, I have instinctively turned to the

remembrance of those earlier days ofmy life, when it

was every one for himself, and when men, know-

ing this, looked for safety to their own ability, and

never thought of casting responsibility for personal
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succesa or safety on a paternal government (demo-

cratic or republican), and that there have occurred

to me phrases, like that which I have jnst character-

ized in a ' happy thought,' which by some strange

freak of memory, bring back images of ancient days

— for as I wrote the phrase there rose unbidden to

my mind a picture of the time when Edith Bart-

lett and myseK laughed over an early copy of Bur-

nand's clever book called ' Happy Thoughts ')—well

as I wrote, a happy thought occurred to me, and in

pursuance of it I 'whispered to'Leete, that from this

on he must lead and I would follow, in other words,

that he must buy the ear and make it useful to us,

and I would pay the piper. So when we came to

the sales-agent of the road, Leete did the talking and

I stood by a listener. The hand-car was valued at

$100, but Leetejewed the price down^to $75, at which

he bought it, and producing his credit card had that

amount punched from it. This sales-agent then de-

sired to know where the, car should be delivered and

Leete promptly answered at Jacksons (a Station six

miles up the road). Upon the agent saying that he

would send the car up by the first freight train, Leete

demurred and an argument ensued between them

which ended by the agent agreeing to send the car

that afternoon, with a couple of men, over the rails,

to Jacksons. A bill of sale was made out and care-

fully placed by Leete in his pocket, and then armed

with an order for the forwarding and delivery of

the car we wended our way back to the railroad
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yard. The yardmaster was speedily found and on
presentation of our order showed us the car (which

we found to be in fairly good condition) and desig-

nated two men to work it up to Jacksons. Arrang-

ing that it should be there by seven o'clock that

evening Leete and I hurried back to the hotel for

dinner, for it was now two o'clock ; Leete explain-

ing to me on the way that he had asked for the de-

livery at Jacksons because he thought we would

attract too much attention if we started from But-

ler. He also told me that the railroad crossed the

highway about a quarter of a mile above Jacksons

and suggested that I might drive to this point in

the carryall and that we might embark there. To
further, this plan he proposed to.go himself on the

hand-car from Butler to Jacksons and thence to the

crossing. T assented to this proposition and prom-

ised to start with the rest of the family about four

and wait for him at the crossing indicated.

" Great news awaited us at the dinner table—
for Edith had been industriously gossipping while

we were away. There was a great riot in New
York and that city had been bombarded by Chinese

war vessels as a punishment for its refusal to sur-

render. Washington was in the hands of the enemy

and the central government was en route, by special

trains, to Chicago. A Chinese fleet had entered the

Mississippi, and New Orleans was preparing to sur-

render. A Chinese army had landed at Seattle, in



78 Looking Fttetheb Baokwakd.

Puget Sound and Chinese war-ships were steaming

up the Oregon to Po^land. From Boston thefe

was no authentic naws, only the vaguest rumors,

but these all agreed that a vast number of steamers

had arrived bearing thousands of soldiers and that

the city was under martial law.

" All that I heard made me yet more anxious to get

fbrther inland and so after dinner, having impressed

upon Leete the importance of losing no time, I had

Galen harnessed and we started for the meeting place.

" The afternoon was oppressively warm and Galeu

appeared very tired and was exceeding sluggish so

that it was about six o'clock when we crossed the

railroad track above Jacksons. Leete was waiting

for us and I found, much to my delight, that he had

persuaded one of the railroad men to accompany

us— at least during the night. He had also learned

at Jacksons that no train had yet started from Bos-

ton, and he had procured some narrow boards and

built a sort of picket fence around three sides of the

car, ' so that,' as he expressed it, ' none of the chil-

dren might fall off.'

" We unloaded ourselves and our goods on to the

car, backed thoempty wagon to one side of the road

and unharnessing Galen, turned him adrift to get

his living as best he might. 'Twas ungrateful, per-

haps, to leave him thus to shift for himself, but we
could not take him with us, nor could we spare the

time to secure him quarters at any neighboring
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farm. The car was small for so many of us and it

required some management to stoW ourselves and
our belongings upon it. I bade the children sit

down along the sides, their feet hanging down
astraddle of the pickets which Leete had nailed to

the framework of the car, their mother and myself

took similar safe but undignified positions. Our
baggage was piled behind us as much as possible

out of the way of the workers at the levers, and so

we started in the dusk of the evening, Leete and the

railroad man furnishing the propelling power.

" About ten we made the station at Agamuck, had

accomplished twelve miles more of our journey, and

here we rested for an hour, replenishing our lunch

baskets at the hotel and procuring especially a sup-

ply of drinking water, a precaution, the neglect of

which had caused us some inconvenience for the

past two hours. We also took pains to learn if any

train had left Boston and found that none had.

" About eleven we left Agamuck and when a

mile or so beyond the town Edith insisted that she

and I should relieve Leete and the railroad man at

the levers. I remonstrated at once against her tak-

ing part in so arduous an exercise, but she laughed

at me and declared that she had many a time done

harder work than this in the gymnasium. And so

my reraonstranbe resulted, as many a remonstrance

had resulted before, in her having her own way.
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Leete and the railroad man relinquished the levers to

us and took our places; and though they had protested

that they were not fatigued they proved that their

protestations were prompted by kindness rather than

by fact, by almost immediately falling asleep.

" For the next two hours Edith and I toiled at

the levers. At intervals of half an hour we stopped

and rested for ten minutes; then resumed our

labors. The Jiight was clear and moderately cool.

There was a faint breeze blowing, and every now
and then a scent of apples in the orchards, or of the

drying grass in some meadow lately mowed, made
our way sweet with pleasant odors. The stars seemed

to look down upon us kindly, and I thought of

another flight more than two thousand years ago,

when another father and mother fled under their

dim light to save their oflEspring.

" The heavy freight trains appeared ahead of us,

then rattled noisily past and disappeared in the dis-

tance. The clank of the levers and the grinding of

the wheels made a monotonous music as we flew on-

ward, sometimes passing over high fills where the

country lay in sleep far beneath us, and sometimes

winding through a rocky cut where a thousand

echoes disturbed the stillness of the night. The
moon rose as we labored on, and we flew from
moonlight into shadow, and again from shade to

light. The labor was hard for me, I knew it must
be doubly so for Edith, but she would not admit
that it was, nor did she complain.
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" About three o'clock we came to a small way-
station, and I confessed to Edith that I was worn
out, and she admitted that it might be well to rest.

So I opened the switch and we ran the car upon the

siding, and then, leaning against our pile of luggage,

holding each other's hands, we fell asleep.

" Sunrise awakened us, stiff and sore from the un-

wonted labors of the preceding night. There was

a pond close by the station and there I and my sons

recuperated, our energies by a morning bath, and

when we were dressed, Edith and her daughters fol-

lowed our example. Breakfast was then in order,

and we opened our lunch baskets and grew quite

jolly over our al fresco meal. Then we embarked

again and sped onward until eight o'clocls came and

we were in Putnam. Leaving Leete and the rail-

road man to finish their slumbers on the car, I took

Edith and the children to the hotel while I started

on a hunt to learn the news and find steam trans-

portation further westward.

" The college had a training school at Pomfret,

a town three miles distant, and at one time or

another I had personally met most of the teachers.

Thither, then, I went. There was no official news

from Boston, for that city seemed to be cut off from

all communication with the outside world, but there

were private advices from Butler which told us

what was happening or had happened."

6



LECTURE VI.

Here, for a while, I cease to quote from Professor

West's diary. The news which he sets out therein

is for the most part correct, so far as it goes, but it

is meagre. Of the important events that were al-

most hourly taking place, we know now far m9re

than he knew then. His diary is of inestimable

value as contemporaneous history, and of no small

value as literature, for what could be more pathetic

than the scene he so hastily yet vividly outlines of

parents laboring at unaccustomed toil, and through

the silent hours of the night, to bear their slumbering

children into safety; and what could be a more
philosophic comment on the workings of the Nation-

alistic system than the action of the division super-

intendents of the railroads in shipping munitions of

war to a city in the hands of a foreign foe. That it

has fallen upon me to present Ms narrative to the

world is something that I am deeply grateful for.

Great events were happening while the "Wests

were toilsomely fleeing westward. The ITorth At-
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lantic fleet had divided ofE Cape Cod. Part of it

went to Boston, as has been already told you, part

to New York, part to Washington and part to Phila-

delphia.

New York, refusing to surrender, had been

promptly reduced to rnias by the shells from the

fleet and Brooklyn and Jersey City had suffered in-

calculable damage. The loss of life in this bom-
bardment was something frightful. In the three

divisions of the city over four millions of people

were wiped out of existence or driven from their

homes. The horror of the catastrophe appalled the

world, but at the same time it evidenced to all the

Nationalistic governments, as nothing else could have

done, the irresistible power of the Chinese Empire

and the folly of those nations which had dreamed

of war as a thing of the past.

Washington had fallen without the firing of a shot,

the President and the Generals of the grand divis-

ions of the great departments or groups of allied

trades, and the chief clerks fleeing westward on

special trains with sush of the national archives as

they could carry in their haste.

Philadelphia was still deliberating with charac-

teristic slowness, over her inevitable suiTcnder ; and

New Orleans and the mouth of the Mississippi were

dominated by the Chinese fleet in the Gulf.

The Pacific coast fared no better than the East.

San Francisco, Seattle and Portland were in pos-

session of Chinese armies, and every available vessel
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on the two oceans was engaged in swelling the num-

bers of the invaders.

At the beginning of the twentieth century (I

speak according to the ancient Christian chronology)

the population of China was nearly five times that

of the United States. In the latter countiy, how-

ever, during the following century, the population

had enormously increased. The fact that the nation

guaranteed to each child that was bt)rn the means of

subsistence had taken away one of the greatest

checks of over population and as a consequence

parents had given their sexual passions full sway and

it was not an unusual thing for mothers to bear chil-

dren every year. At the beginning of the twentieth

century the average number in each family was five,

at the beginning of the twenty-first it had risen to

sixteen. The populations of the United States and of

China had, therefore, become more nearly equalized.

The problem which confronted the statesmen of

China was nothing . less than the implanting of the

Chinese system of government on a nation of over

two hundred million souls. This was considered an

impossibility so long as the United States was in-

habited by its native citizens, and, therefore, the Chi-

nese, as soon as t^e army in this country was large

enough to completely garrison the captured cities,

began to remove the natives and replace them with

subjects of the Celestial Kingdom.
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On the afternoon of October 4, there arrived in

Bostoa ships bearing five thousand Chinese'soldiers.

These were at once landed and statiqned as a cordon

around the city. Three days were given the ves-

sels to unload and refit, and then five thousand of

the flower of the young men of Boston were drafted

for exportation. The consternation which this cre-

ated may be more easily imagined than described

;

there was weeping and wailing in, those families

which had sons between the ages of eighteen and

thirty-five, and there was a rebellion among those

selected for transportation, until the Chinese troops

were called out, and one hundred thousand citizens

were slain. There was a general attempt to leave

the city, but those who succeeded in making their

escape were comparatively few.

These methods were pursued in every city which

was captured by the Chinese as soon as the army ar-

rived in sufficient numbers to coerce the inhabitants.

The swift Atlantic passenger and freight steamers

were continually plying to and fro between France

and America, bearing hither Chinese and French

soldiers and artisans, and carrying to France an equal

number of the flower of American young men.

"Within six months after the declaration of war the

whole eastern coast of the United States, for an aver-

age of one hundred miles iifiand had more Chinese

subjects than native born Americans; while in the Pa-

ciflc States, owing to their greater nearness to China,

there were thrice as many Chinese as Americans.
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The factories, workshops and farms were at once

placed under the supervision of Chinese. Provin-

ces were erected, their boundaries following as near

as possible the old lines of the States, and a Chinese

mandarin of the first rank placed as Governor over

each. TIius in six months all the seaboard States

had become dependencies of China, were practically

part of the Chinese Empire, and the Nationalists

were hemmed in on three sides— from the East, the

South and the West.

The condition of those who were exported was

indeed pitiable in the extreme. On board ship

their feet were manacled to lessen the danger of

insurrection. The vessels that carried them were

necessarily overcrowded. The confined quarters,

the vitiated air, the unavoidable discomforts of an

ocean passage, and the dejection of mind of the

unfortunates, all combined to generate diseases

which decimated their numbers.- And when they

disbarked in France or China their condition was

not much improved. Strangers in a strange land,

not knowing the tongue of their masters, sold at

private sale and public auction as laborers to

whosoever would hire them, they became practically

slaves. The mortality among them is frightful to

contemplate, but we may well doubt if those who
died were not more fortunate than those whose

existence continued for a longer term of years.

This wholesale deportation was then, and is now,
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considered excusable only as a frightful necessity

of war.

Having thus rapidly sketched to you the events

which were transpiring while the Wests were seek-

ing an inland refuge, let me resume my quotations

from my predecessor's diary and give you a cotem-

poraneous narrative rather than my own analysis.

After recording the news that he heard Professor

"West says

:

" It wasj in a certain sense, gratifying to get news

from Boston, even though -it was bad news ; and it

was certainly a gratification to know that we had at

least not actually been in error in fleeing from that

city while there was yet time and opportunity to

leave it. But our congratulations on our foresight

soon gave way to anxieties to proceed further in-

land.

"I was utterly fatigued with the labors and

anxieties of the past few days and I determined to

sleep while Leete, who seemed as fresh as ever, went

forth to learn if we could get an easier transporta-

tion westward than that which hitherto had been

our fortune. As soon as he had left us I undressed,

bathed and went to bed, recommending Edith and

the younger children to do likewise.

"A few minutes afterward (as it seemed to me

—

though my watch showed that it was a full two

hours) I was awakened by Leete who informed me
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that the regular local freight train was to leave for

Worcester in thirty minutes and that he had secured

a platform car for our hand-car and a box-car for

ourselves. This, he said, was the best we could do,

and he had not hesitated to engage the accommoda-

tion. I dressed quickly and we hurried to the de-

pot. The train was almost ready to start, and amid

the sly laughter of the bystanders, we entered the

box-car— all of us excepting Leete, who preferred to

ride with the hand-car. I think that nothing saved

us from an open and probably offensive guying but

the general knowledge that I was a professor of

Shawraut College, and might, therefore, have some

motive not comprehended by the crowd. However,

the remarks that were made, and the inquisitiveness

of the people, were so offensive to Edith that I

closed the doors of the car, and we rode in darkness

until several miles out of town.

" When we were fairly out in the country, and

this stage of our journey had been safely commencd,

I at once prepared for slumber, advising my children

to do likewise, as there was no knowing when we
might again have a chance for repose. The floor of

the car was too hard for our slumbers to be soft, but

at the second station from Putnam we stopped for

quite awhile, and I bought a lot of hay which, being

arranged at one end of the car, made fragrant and

pleasant couches for us. We were all greatly re-

freshed when, at ten o'clock, we drew into Worces-
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ter. Edith and I and the elder children knew the town

well, having often visited there,and their first thought

was to make our arrival known to our friends ; but

for myself I had but one desire, and that was to has-

ten westward. Moreover, my leave of absence was

only for a few days, and though this was an indefi-

nite term, which might be made to stretch as long

as necessary, I was desirous of placing Edith and

the children in a place of safety as soon as possible,

and of then returning to my post at Boston. For

these reasons, as soon as we had left the freight car,

I began inquiries as to transportation further on.

There was a local freight leaving for Springfield at

midnight, and I managed to have our two cars

hitched on to this. The night passed quietly and

uneventfully. For two or three hours before day-

light a chillyrain fell, but we were under shelter,

and our beds of haywere as warm as they were soft.

" Springfield was reached about breakfast-time,

and we enjoyed a good meal at the station, and had

our lunch-baskets thoroughly replenished.



LECTURE VII.

The diary of Professor West is so enticing that

I have yielded to the temptation of quoting very

largely from it. But it is time now to turn from it

to a consideration of what was happening at other

points. For though in my future lectures, delivered

to the Junior and Senior Classes, I shall take up the

important battles one by one, and go into their details,

I shall endeavor, in the introductory discourses, which

I deliver to you now, to give you a general history

of events, not so extended as to bewilder with a

multiplicity of details, yet not so concise as to pre-

clude all color. The general model which I have

endeavored to make my guide has been that excel-

lent book by Eossiter Johnson which has proved its

superiority to all other histories of the Civil War of

1861, by remaining, until the present day, a text-

book in the schools.

Leaving the Wests, then, well on their way to a

refuge, let us see what events were happening in

New York.



Looking Fubther Backward. 91

I have already told you that while Boston had

surrendered upon demand, New York had refused

the demands of the Chinese envoy. This necessi-

tated the forcible reduction of that city, a proceed-

ing which was more wasteful of time than it was

difficult. On receipt of the first news of the arrival

of the Chinese fleet off the coast all the vessels in

the harbor had been seized by the Municipal Council

and sunk at the Narrows, completely blocking the

entrance to the iipper bay for all' except smallTjoats.

The few antiquated cannon in Fort Hamilton Park

and Fort Wadsworth Park were cleaned and loaded,

and great things were e:5pected from them ; so far

as looks went they were very threatening, and so far

as noise was concerned they were very impressive,

but the supply of powder and shot for them was very

scanty and the armored ships of the invaders cared no

more for them than for so many toy popguns.

As soon as the envoy had returned to his ship the

bombardment was at once commenced. The watch-

ers on the bluffs of Staten Island saw a line of

blackness speed noiselessly from the turret of one

of the Chinese ships, traverse for a moment an arc

through the air, and then fall out of sight among the

buildings of Brooklyn. There was a pause of a

second or two and then a thick grey cloud of dust

arose, widening and spreading as it grew higher,

and front the distance came a dull report showing .,

that the shell had exploded. Ten minutes later and

a second shell fell in New York among the beautiful
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residences of lower Broadway, and after another

ten minutes Jersey City was likewise visited by a

messenger of destruction.

As if satisfied witli these evidences of destruction,

the Chinese now ceased their fire. We who live to-

day know the reason. There was no wish on the

part of the invaders to destroy property which they

knew was sooner or later to be their own. They
foresaw clearly that whatever damage was inflicted

upon the cities must sooner or later be repaired by

themselves —^nd they had no desire to lay out ad-

ditional labor for their countrymen. The three

shells, one to each of the three divisions of the city,

were intended to convince the Municipal Council of

the futility of resistance and perhaps also of the

moderation of their invaders.

Unfortunately this moderation was whoUy mis-

understood. The mass of the people, owing to the

short-sightedness of the Nationalistic policy, had-

never seen a war ship, and the most ridiculous

rumors prevailed about those which were now in the

lower bay. It was commonly believed that these

ships could only fire three shots a day, and there

were not wanting engineers to show by figures that

each discharge was, owing to the strain upon the

ship, almost as disastrous to the invaders as to the

invaded. Moderation was mistaken for weakness

(as it so often is by men of little experience) and

the spirit of the municipal councillors rose when it

should have fallen.
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Had there been then in existence a national stand-

ing army or a navy, it would have been impossible

for the citizens to have so misinterpreted the gen-

erous moderation of the enemy.

It was now evening and as darkness settled down
over the waters the bright search lights of the ships

shone out, their torpedo nettings were let down and

the sentinel steam-launches began their patrols.

News of these strange evolutions was telephoned to

the city and the night trains to the ocean beaches

were crowded with people curious to see the

sight. The m&st of the citizens were like curious

children crowding to see a show. If it were dan-

gerons, it was the duty of their nurses and guardians

— that is their Superintendejits and masters in the

Municipal Council— to guard them from danger.

Born to expect guardianship and support, without

either being the result of personal forethought or

experien,ce, they could not now, suddenly, appreciate

the need of individual reKance upon themselves.

In fact, in their conduct, they illustrated the great

weakness that Nationalism had wrought npon the

character of the individuals who were subjected to

it. Under Nationalism men had become mere

routinists— theorists following a beaten track and

blind to all things outside of it. Individual respon-

sibility had received its death stroke when the re-

wards of individual initative and execution had

become equalized.
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There never was a truer proverb than that which

tells us that " necessity is the mother of invention."

In a new country, where the comforts and conve-

niences of civilization are few, and settlers are far

apart from each other, each family has to rely upon

itself, and the man who is most fertile in resources

wins the prize of the greater comfort. But under

the Nationalistic system, where all human beings

were entitled, to an equal support simply because

they were human beings, and where human beings

were propagated ad lihitum, there never before had

arisen a necessity to quicken the ingenuity and self-

reliance of the individual. As children, in the

olden time, used to expect as a matter of course

that their parents would protect and shelter, feed

,and clothe them so, now, the people of the United

States expected that their rulers would guard them.

The same exaggerated idea which the child has of his

parents' powers and ability, the people of the United

States now had in the ability of their rulers.

The morning of October 4th dawned without a

cloud in the sky. Scarcely had the sun risen above

the horizon when a steam launch was seen putting-

ofE from the flag-ship and taking its way to New
York. A flag of truce floated from its bow and

evidently it bore some messenger from the invaders

to the Municipal Council. It came up slowly, feeling

its way— for it was fearful of torpedoes or sub-

marine mines— and between the two fort-parks it
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stopped and signalled. These signals meant that it

was a flag of truce and wished a pilot to the city.

Th6y could have been easily understood six score

years before, but now there was no one high in

authority who answered them. After waiting half

an hour without a reply to its signals the boat pro-

ceeded cautiously on her way, passed safely over and

through the obstructions in the Narrows and finally

reached a landing in New York. It was now near

nine o'clock and the three parts of the metropolis

were alive to the boat's approach— for the tele-

phone had announced its coming long before it ap-

peared in sight.

The Municipal Council met the envoy as he

landed and received his message on the dock. It

was a merciful message, being merely a repetition

of the summons of the day before— and yet he met

only with defiance. It was in vain that he expostu-

lated and represented the terrible loss of life that

would result. His arguments were unavailing.

With what is now inconceivable folly, the Chinese

were bidden to do their worst ; and the Chinese

envoy was permitted to depart with a most bombas-

tic answer to his summons.

To explain this foolishness of the Municipal

Council of New York we must for a moment turn

our attention to the history of the days preceding

the establishment of the Nationalistic government.

In 1861 there broke out a rebellion by certain States
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which set up an independent form of gOYemment;

This rebellion had been planned long before it had

broken out, and most of the munitions of war in

the land had been transferred to those States which

were abotit to rebel. Yet in spite of this the in-

ventive genius of the loyal States created and

equipped an army and navy that astonished the

world and revolutionized the pre-existing methods

of warfare. After this war was ended and the

army and navy were reduced to a peace footing the

idea prevailed very generally throughout the na-

tion that in'the event of another war the ingenuity

of the American people would suffice to defend the

nation when attacked. And when, upon the forma-

tion of the Nationalistic government, the army and

navy were declared idlers that added nothing to the

productive power of the nation, and were abolished,

this same foolish idea about the ingenuity of the

American people was generally accepted in excuse.

Apart from the fact that Nationalism had dulled the

inventive faculties by no longer making existence

dependent on them, the most ingenious person can

do little if he has no tools to work with, and no
knowledge of things to be invented— and that

was just the condition of the United States. The
improved guns of the Chinese were the evolution

of centuries of invention — but the ingenious

American was expected to. improve on these guns,

which he had never seen and was totally unfamiliar

with.
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The Chinese envoy having returned, the ships

opened fire, this time upon the fort-parks, which

were speedily demolished. A few well-directed

shells and automatic torpedoes scattered the ob-

structions in the Narrows, and at sunset of the 4th

the fleet was in the upper bay. For an hour, shot

after shot fell in the three sections of the city. The

bombardment ceased when the night fell.

But when the sun rose the next morning it looked

down not only on the fleet of Chinese war vessels,

but also upon two score transports that arrived in

the early dawn.

For the third time an envoy came, under flag of

truce, to the city, but there were no longer any in

authority who met him. Some of the Municipal

Council had been slain by the exploding shells,

those who had escaped with their lives were fleeing

up the Hudson. Finding that the city was govern-

less, the envoy quickly returned and the troops were

landed. The people of the city were like children

in a school whose feabher has gone away. Without

leaders they were powerless.

And then followed one of the most regrettable

occurrences of the war—an occurrence justifled only

by the necessity of making an example of the one city

that as yet had had the temerity to resist the invad-

ers. New York was given over to all the horrors

of sack and pillage. Men, women and children be-

came the property of their captors, goods and valu-
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ables of all kinds became the booty of the Chinese

sailors and soldiers. Then followed rioting, when

men rendered desperate by tlie cruelty inflicted on

daughters, wives or mothers, rose in futile wrath

and were shot down like dogs. It has been esti-

mated that about two million people were killed in

the bombardment, but the loss among the citiizeng

during the rioting rose to almost one million.

As soon as order was restored, which was not un-

til the 8th of the month, all the able-bodied men
were chained together in gangs of one hundred, and

made to clear the streets of the debris that had

blocked them in consequence of the bombardment.

On the 9th, fifty thousand of these workers, being

the best of them between the ages of sixteen and

forty were marched in their chains on board the

transports which then left with them for France.

Since the ith of October, there had been a constant

.exodus from the city, the inhabitants fleeing on foot,

by rail, and in all sorts of boats or vessels. A very

large proportion of them had fled up the Hudson,

and urged by a common impulse had stayed their

flight at West Point. At this place, endeared to

Americans by its natural beauties as well as by the

historic memories that surrounded it, the fleeing

New Yorkers determined to make a stand for de-

fense. A great quantity of dynamite was collected,

placed in various receptacles and sunk as torpedoes

in the river at this point. Crude slings, much hke
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the catapults used by the ancient Eomans, were

erected along the shores to throw other masses of

dynamite upon all hostile vessels that might come

within range. Certain yachts had come hither with

the officers of the yacht clubs that owned them, and

these vessels were fitted out with long poles project-

ing from their bows at the further end of which

was dynamite, gun-cotton, or some other explosive.

With such crude means of defense the refugees at

West Point awaited an attack.



LECTURE VIII.

The 8th of Octobei* has come down to us in his-

tory, famous as the date of two historical events,

the massacre in Boston, and the battle of West
Point. Let us consider the massacre first.

I have already pointed out to you that one of the

methods by which the Chinese expected to complete

and perpetuate the subversion of Nationalistic ideas

and the subjugation of North America, was by dis-

tributing native Americans through France and

China, and bringing native Chinese to America. In

pursuance of this plan, between five and six thousand

young men were drafted from the trades in Boston,

and on the morning of the 8th of October were col-

lected on the Common. Only the highest Chinese

officers were aware of the purpose for which they

were collected. No suspicion of it had entered the

minds either of those drafted or the populace of the

city. Indeed, the full meaning of the Chinese in-

vasion had not occurred to any number of the

Americans, rulers or ruled. The popular, indeed, I

might almost say, the universal and unanimous opin-
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ion, was that upon receiving payment of a ransom,

the invaders would sail away, and that affairs would
then go on as they did before— and all things be as

they were, except that the nation might not be quite

so rich as it had been.

"When a notion is entertained by a people gen-

erally, it takes time to make many individuals among
that people aware that the notion is erroneous. We
must remember these facts when considering the

ease with which the Chinese took possession of most

of the great central cities of the United States.

No idea that they were to be deported had entered

the heads of the drafted men on the Common when
they were formed in lines and the roll of their names

was called ; but when the armorers of the war ves-

sels appeared and carts containing chains and shackles

were driven up, something of the truth became ap-

parent. The lines wavered, then broke into disorder,

and the attempt of the armorers to mancle those

nearest to them, resulted in a rush that drove them

back. Some such resistance was expected by the

Chinese commanders, and the Common had been

surrounded by a strong cordon of troops. These

now advanced with fixed bayonets until the rioters

were huddled in a disorganized, indignant, and ter-

rified mass at one end of the Common. The bolder

spirits among the Americans wrenched off the

branches of the trees, and using them as clubs en-
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deavored by a sudden rush to break through the

ran^s of the military. It was at this point that

the word "fire" was given, and a murderous dis-

charge was poured into the mass of unarmed, help-

less rioters. Three volleys were fired with terrible

execution— out of the five thousand Americans

less than one hundred escaped unwounded, and

these were promptly overcome by numbers, man-

acled and marched to the water-front. Permis-

sion was then given to the citizens in general

to remove the dead and succor the wounded, and

the Chinese troops in small detachments at once

visited the different work-shops, seized on small per-

centages of the men they found there and placed

them on board the transports, where they were

chained together as they arrived. The. cify was

then divided into sections and each house was vis-

ited. All jewels, articles of gold or silver, and gen-

erally all the lighter and more portable valuables that

could be found, were seized and carried away. The
city was declared to be under martial law, and the

inhabitants threatened with death if found out of

doors after dusk.

While these events were happening in Boston,

part of the Chinese fleet ofiE New York had sailed

up the Hudson with the intention of receiving

the submission of the smaller river citiesj and of

establishing a depot for further operations at

Albany. This naval detachment consisted of two
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armored cruieers, two torpedo boats, and ten steam

laiinches.

It proceeded as far as Peekskill without incident,

the municipal authorities in every instance, render-

ing submission without, in most cases, even a show
of resistance. At Peekskill the Chinese oflSeers

learned, for the first time, that their passage would

be disputed at West Point. Quite confident that

whatever fiimsy defenses had been erected could be

demolished by a few shots, they simply dropped

their torpedo nettings, and steamed ahead.

West Point lies about half way between the cities

of Peekskill and Jfewburgh. The river flows from

north to south, and the tides extend to Albany.

Going northward, and up the river (as the Chinese

fleet was going) the river is not straight between

Peekskill and Newburgh, but has four sharp turns

each of which is almost a right angle. At Peekskill

it takes an abrupt turn to the west, then quickly

turns north again and narrows rapidly. Its banks

here are wild and picturesque. On either side high

hills slope abruptly down into the water. At West
Point the river makes another sharp turn to the

west and then almost immediately turns to the north

again and flowing for a mile or two through a nar-

row pass widens out into a broad inland lake, on

the western shore of which is the city of Kewburgh.

Just below the turn, at West Point, the river chan-

nel runs close to a sheer, unbroken precipice of
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rock which towers several hundred feet above the

river, and on its western side. It was at this point

that the Chinese met with their first loss of life.

It had been early morning when the Chinese na-

val detachment had left New York and it was now
about sunset, but the detachment, contemptuous

of the make-shift defenses it was to encounter, pro-

ceeded on its way, intending to anchor for the night

off Newburgh. At quarter speed, it steamed slowly

up the river from Peekskill, the torpedo boats pre-

ceding the armored cruisers, feeling their way cau-

tiously for fear of torpedoes, and every now and then,

exploding a torpedo in hope of unmasking whatever

submarine mines there might be in the channel.

Already had the advance torpedo boat passed be-

neath the precipice of rock, of which I have pre-

viously spoken, and yet there had been no sign that

the passage of the detachment would be disputed.

But when the second torpedo boat came beneath the

frowning -n^all, a score ofhuman forms showed them-

selves on the summit and as many cans of dynamite

and packages of gun-cotton fell through the air.

There was a fusillade of detonations, followed almost

immediately by a louder report. The water rose in a

hugh column skyward, and as it fell again a few shat-

tered fragments were borne onward by the tide. One
vessel of the invading fleet had been totally de-

stroyed.

The armored cruisers stopped, rolled heavily for

a minute or two, and then their ports opened and
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they began to shell the precipice. The height

was, howevei', so great and the vessels were so close

to its base, that the gunfe could not be given sufficient

elevation to throw the shot to the summit, and it was

necessary for the ships to drop a mile or so down

the river before any raking or enfilading fire could

be delivered over the summit. In the meantime

the catapults and other hastily-erected engines had

opened fire on the remaining torpedo boat, which en-

deavored to escape by retreating, passing over to the

other side of the river to avoid again passing under

the precipice that had proved so fatal to its compan-

ion. In its anxiety, however, to avoid the precipice,

it came too close to the opposite shore, and, owing,

probably, to the ignorance of its pilot, ran on a ledge

of rock that here projects into the river. While

there stationary, a masked battery of whait were then

called by the old Eoman name of '^halistae" and

which were nothing more than " mechanical slings,"

which threw dynamite in a sort of guess-work fash-

ion, with a range of about a quarter of a mile— a

masked battery of these improvised and hastily-

built machines— opened on it from behind the rail-

road track.

It was now quite late in the evening— probably

about haK past- eight at night. The sun had long

since disappeared over the western hills, but the

night was clear, and though the moon had not

yet risen the stars were bright and objects on the

river were plainly discernible from the shore, while
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from the river the shore seemed one uniform mass

of shadow. The armored cruisers still hung at

anchor, their electric search-lights blazing through

the clear air and their torpedo nettings down. But
they had ceased all but an irregular discharge of their

guns, for rheir search-lights, while they protected

them from the approach of a foe, yet so blinded

them that they could distinguish nothing beyond

the circle of light. The torpedo boat, becoming each

moment yet more fast aground— for the tide was

falling— followed*^he example of its companion

ships, and turned on its search-light. This was

favorable to the Nationalists on shore, as it served

them for a mark to fire at, while they were doubly

protected by the darkness. Up to midnight, the

Nationalists kept up a continual fusillade from their

imperfect] engines without effecting any damage
upon their foes, while the ships returned a desultory

fire that, owing to the uncertainty of aim, did little

material damage. About one o' clock in the morn-
ing, however, a projectile happened luckily to strike

the extreme stern end of the torpedo boat and, eX'

ploding, tore away the screw and rudder.* A few
minutes after this shot, the boat displayed a white
flag and the Nationalists putting out in a small boat

received the surrender of the vessel. She was, how-
ever, rapidly filling with water and was practically a

* It is a disputed question (which probably never will be settled)

whether this shot was fired by the Chinese or the Nationalists.

There has been much said in favor of each side.
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total wreck, but tlie Nationalists obtained from her

what was of inestimable value, and that was someseven

or eight score of the improved self-loading airguns

with which the Chinese soldiers were armed, and of

which there had not before been even one in the posses-

sion of the Americans. Some of these were retained

by the Nationalists at West Point while the rest were

forwarded to Chicago, whence they were distributed

to various factories as models of what was wanted.

Deprived of the support of the torpedo boats, the

two cruisers gave up the battle; and, taking ad-

vantage of the light of the rising iboon, they turned

about and steamed down the river.

This is what is known as the battle of West Point.

It greatly encouraged the Nationalists and gave a

certain credibility to the foolish idea that the ingenu-.

ity of a people was a complete defense in time ofwar.

The victory was really due to the curious configura-

tion of the river banks and to a concatenation of fortu-

nate circumstances. It resulted, however, in checking

the Chinese advance, and, as snch, was of incalculable

value to the Nationalists, giving them a chance to

recover from the confusion of their first surprise.

Two days afterward, however (October 10th), the

Chinese vessels in the Hudson were reinforced by an

additional cruiser and four thousand infantry soldiers;

and a combined attack having then been made by

the army and navy,- West Point was easilycaptured.



LECTURE IX.

These discourses are purely initiatory to the stud-

ies which will subsequently engross your attention,

and hence my object is to present to you in a very

cursory way a very general review^ of the events of

the past decade, the weakness of the Nationalistic

system, and also the general gloom and confusion

which possessed men's minds when that system was

tried and found wanting. It is in fulfillment of this

last purpose that I have quoted so largely from the

contemporaneous history of Professor West's diary.

I now, therefore, quote from that source again. He

" At Springfield we received news of the bom-

bardment of New York. The reports are conflict-

ing—one especially, to my mind, bears intrinsic evi-

dence of falsehood, since it declares that the Chinese

war-ships can fire eacli of their guns only once a

day. These reports, however, have come, I find,

mostly by telephone from private sources, as no
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authoritative news has been posted since the Govern-

ment News Bureau fled from Washington.
" It took us all day to get from Springfield to

Albany ! This is the first sign (that I have noticed)

that the social or governmental system has been

disarranged by the arrival of the Chinese. The
diflBculties of our trip to Springfield were due

to the invasion only because of the stoppage of

trains at the Boston terminus, which though it af-

fected many miles of road, might still becalled only

a local stoppage, since the train service to that city

was not disturbed nor did it interfere with the

working of the Nationalistic system in any of the in-

terior towns. But the delay between Springfield to

Albany was caused by a wholly unforeseen and un-

expected increase in the passenger traflBc, which the

road was called on to accommodate, and for which no

preparation had been made, nor estimate furnished

beforehand.

"In the days of my youth, such blockings of traf-

fic were not unusual, but the results were dif-

ferent. There was a certain freedom of action then,

which enabled engineers and conductors and local

railroad oflicials, somehow or other to work out a so-

lution ; but under the Nationalistic system each

man's duty was so exactly defined, that to go be-

yond its limits was treason, and though men had not

yet been by it degraded into absolute machines, they

had been brought near enough to that point to per-

mit almost any unforeseen circumstance to cause
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a far-reaching derangement of the governmental

system.

"Our journey from Boston to Springfield had

been under such difficulties— arising from the en-

tirely unprecedented way in which it was made—
that my mind was wholly engrossed by the atten-

dant anxieties; but our trip between Springfield

and Albany was made in a passenger car, which

though greatly overcrowded, was not wholly un-

comfortable, and the length of time consumed by

the journey afforded me an opportunity for reflection.

" In case this diary should hereafter be read by

my children, I would not have them think, from

what I have'here set down, that I have formed the

opinion that the ability of the individuals of to-day

is less than it was in the days when I was young.

I would not have them so understand, because that

is not my belief. The railroad officials, whom I

have come in contact with during our flight from

Boston, have uniformly seemed to me to possess

remarkable intellectual ability. But (in the privacy

of this journal), I cannot flnd words strong enough

to reprobate the system which has made them so

thoroughly part of a governmental machine that

they cannot use their individual ingenuity in the

performance of their official duties. Truly, the

wisest and best system of government is that which

gives the greatest latitude of action to individuals

and requires only that results shall be satisfactory

I

and methods honest and upright.
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" It seems very strange to me that I alone, of all

the millions in this land, should have any thing like

a just appreciation of war. It is true that I was but

an infant when the' war waged between the ]!forth

and the South ; but, even so, there was something

then in the minds of all about me and in the com-

mon talk of my childhood's friends, that have made
me wiser, as I think, than the men of the present

generation— or if not wiser,perhaps, more far-seeing.

It seems to me as if I had learned long years ago,

what the people of this nation are just beginning to

learn. War is to them something so strange that

even now, after the experience of the last few days,

they look on the invasion as an incident of only a

transient nature ; and their eagerness to get news of

what is going on seems to me rather the curiosity

of children to hear of something which is new, than

the desire of thoughtful men to obtain information

on which they may base action. Nor wiU my judg-

ment allow me to agree with those whom I have

talked with, when they say that the invasion is a

temporary thing and that the nation is too strong

to be conquered. As for the aid of England and

Germany, they are as helpless as we are, and I

cannot see that they could aid us more than a

tribe of negroes from Africa could in my day have

aided France in a war against Germany.
" Each day I recognize more and more how utterly

helpless we must 'be against force. "Without a

single soldier, without a fort, or a ship of War, with-
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out fire-arms, without munitions of war, without

one single factory that can turn out implements of

war, what can we do against a well-armed and well-

disciplined foe? That we wiU ultimately conquer,

I have still faith enough in the race to believe ; but

I shndder when I think of the expenditure of human
' life that must ensue before the final victory is ours.

Strang^, indeed, that we should have been so intoxi-

cated with pride in our material prosperity as not

to see that it was ready to fall before the first armed

nation that chose to attack us.

" I have said that our car was overcrowded. There

was, in fact, quite an exodus from Springfield, west.

Most of the passengers, however, were from New
York. They had fled after the first day's bombard-

ment, coming hither by way of New Haven and

Hartford. Most of them were of middle age—
men and women who were called my contempora-

ries— and who, having reached the age of forty-fiv^,

had been relieved from enforced labor and been at

liberty to come and go as they saw fit. The disci-

pline in which the younger active members of the

industrial force had been reared had been too strict

for any but those who had served their time to think

of leaving without special orders from the govern-

ment.

" Edith was in her element among these. She

had always liked old people— partly, perhaps, be-

cause her aged father and mother had made her
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their companion, partly also, perhaps (as I used to

say to her, ]okingly),because she had a husband who,

as ages were usually counted, was nigh on to two
hundred years old. She shared the contents of our

lunch baskets among those who had been less provi-

dent than ourselves, and even, from the recesses of

one of our bundles of impedimenta, produced knit-

ting-needles and a ball of yarn for one old daine who
complained pathetically to her that the machinery

of that feminine method of passing away the time

had been forgotten in the hurry of departure.

"At Albany it was impossible for us to procure

immediate transportation westward, and we found

ourselves under the necessity of remaining there

over night. To procure quarters, however, was by

no means easy. The city was filled with fugitives,

young and old, who had fled hither from New York

and the river cities. We learned here, too, the ter-

rible news of the destruction of New York and the

progress of the Chinese fleet up the river. We
heard, too, that some, sort of a defense was to be at-

tempted at West Point, but what the n^ire of the

defense was I could not learn, though the wildest

rumors about it prevailed. I had in my youth spent

many happy hours at West Point, and I can still re-

member some of the brave and gallant men I met

there at the Military School. Alas there is no school

there now ! Where honor and bravery once ruled,

fashion is now the sole mistress. Since my awaken-

ing I have not been to West Point, but I remember

8
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it well. Would to God that there could be found

there now as in the old days, some Anderson, Harrison

or Johnson, or some scion of the Greenes or Perrys,

•whose military skill and training would have sufficed

to defend the post against the enemy.

" But these are idle wishes. The art of war has

found no followers in these days when the arts

of peace only have been worshipped. When I

think that soon the sounds of battle will echo

through the glades and from the hillsides of West

Point, in my mind's eye I can almost see, a

troop of shadows, ghosts of the heroic dead, flocking

thither to defend the sacred soil from the dishonor of

a foeman's tread. Alas, these are but idle dreams.

The dead are far away from war's alarms, and no

ghostly trumpet will echo defiance to the enemy's

approach. But enough ! There is work to do to-

day that claims all my energies.

" It was impossible for us to find accommodation in

any of the public inns at Albany, and we might have

fared badl;^ad not some of the acquaintances that

we had made on the train come to our aid and found

us lodgings among their acquaintances at Albany.
" The news that we had received determined me

to make a change in my plans. Instead of leaving

Edith and the children in the Adirondacks and re-

turning myself to Boston, as had hitherto been my
intention, I determined to go with them still further

westward and, if possible, reach Chicage. I can
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clearly foresee that this invasion is not to be the

thing of a day, but that years of war will ensue. If

these prognostications are correct, the post of duty,

as well as of honor, will be in the army. From the

rumors I hear of what has happened at Boston,

Shawmut College is a thing of the past ; to return

there would consequently be as useless as 'twould

be foolish. To go to Chicago seems the wisest

course.

" All day of the 7th was spent by me in vain en-

deavor to procure transportation westward. It was

easy enough to buy tickets, but when the time came

for our train to leave, so many wished to take it that

a great crowd was around the station— so great and

densely packed that I was afraid to have Edith and

the children become part of it— and, therefore, we
lost the day. I knew that special trains were leav-

ing, bat could find no one who could teU me how to

procure passage on them. That night, however,

Leete asked me to let him try, and on receiving my
permission, asked me for our tickets and begged the

loan of my credit card, as his was nearly exhausted.

I gave it to him, of course, and he started off happy,

but his request set me thinking. The credit al-

lowed us by the government was, indeed, large

enough for all ordinary occasions, and of course, no

extraordinary event, such as war, had been contem-

plated when the amount was fixed— but the extraor-

dinary event had come to pass just the same. I
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remember there used to be a saying in my youth to

the effect that ' it is the unexpected that always hap-

pens.' Here, also, was another weakness in the

Nationalistic system, in that it permitted no one to

provide, by frugality and accumulation, for any fu-

ture,unforeseen or unexpected event. Accumulations

of credit were permitted only when the purpose to

which the accumulation was to be devoted was ex-

plained to the authorities and approved of by them
— and it is needless to record that the circumstan-

ces now surrounding us had not been foreseen; nor,

had they been imagined by me, would they have

been accepted by the authorities as a valid reason

for an accumulation. True, some provision had

been made by which allowances could be increased,

but the granting of such an increase necessitated so

much red tape and consumed so much time that the

provision was practically useless in such an emer-

gency as the present. Fortunately we had until the

jBrst of the year in which to spend our credits, and

fortunately, also, we had been unusually economical

up to the time of our departure from Boston, so that

we still had nearly half a year's credits at our dis-

posal. We would have been in an extremely bad

predicament had it been otherwise.

" About one o'clock, on the morning of the 8th,

Leete came to my room and, waking me, announced

that he had procured transportation for us on a

special train leaving at four o'clock. I questioned
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him somewhat as to how he had succeeded, but as

his answers were short and somewhat evasive, 1 saw

that he did not care to tell me, and so did not press

him.

"Although our train did not leave until four, Leete

told me that it was advisable that we should be at

the station as much earlier as possible, so having

dressed I sallied out and collected my family from

the various friends who had given them shelter.

This consumed two hours, so that it was after three

when we at last reached the station. Leete showed

his pass to a door-keeper, who passed us through the

gates. The train was of sleeping-cars and a Httle

more than half filled, but we managed to find com-

fortable quarters near to each other. Befoi'e we
left, however, the train became crowded, and we were
forced to pack ourselves more closely than we had

at first expected. <

" When Leete returned my credit card I found

the amount punched from it smaller than I expected

— indeed I understood it was no more than we

would have had to pay six months ago— but later

I noticed that a very handsorne pair of jewelled

cuff-buttons which Leete had been wearing had been

replaced by a very cheap pair, and upon persistent

questioning he told me, after I had promised that his

communication should be secret, that he had pre-

sented them to the division Superintendent in order

to secure our passage. He had learned, he said, that

train accommodation was given as a matter of favor,
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and while he was talking to the Superintendent and

ofEering to pay double and even treble rates of fare,

the Superintendent admired the cuff-buttons, 'and

then,' said Leete, 'I took them off and askedhim to

accept them, which he did, and a few minutes after-

ward he made out our pass and gave it to me.'

" I thought to myself, as Leete told me his tale,

that human nature was not now much changed from

what it had been a century and a half ago, and I re-

membered to have heard that an era of official cor-

ruption began with and followed after the war of

1861. I wonder i^the invasion of the Chinese has

begun a similar era, or if Leete's experience is an

isolated instance of the depravity of human nature ?

"We reached Chicago on the 10th, after a slow

but not uncomfortable journey. Our first occupa-

tion was, of course, to procure accommodations, which

we succeeded at last in doing, finding them in the

home of two ancient maiden ladies of the name of

Shacklefurd. My next care was to have our cards

of credit extended, and for this purpose I went to

seek for information as to the proper officer to apply

to."

Professor "West in his diary gives a lengthy and

detailed account of his wanderings about Chicago

when he endeavored to find some person who could

provide him an advance of credit. His eldest son,

Leete, was occupied in the same attempt, and was
especially anxious to succeed quickly, as his depar-



Looking Fuethee Backwaed. i IIS"

ture for Bostou was necessarily delayed while his

credit was exhausted.

T have preferred for the sake of condensation to

omit this portion of Professor West's diary. I

must, however, invite your attention to the fact

that this credit system went down under the press of

war. It had been one of the pet theories of the

Nationalists, and in time of peace had unquestion-

ably worked well, but being absolutely unelastic and

by discouraging saving habits on the part of citi-

zens, and, indeed, forbidding men to provide against

unforeseen contingencies, it worked, now, great in-

jury to citizens.

This point is so important that I venture to re-

peat for your benefit what was said on the subject

by Dr. Leete. I quote from " Looking Backward,"

Chapter XIX. .

" A credit corresponding to his share of the an-

nual product of the nation is given to every citizen

on the public books at the beginning of each year,

and a credit card issued him witn which he pro-

cures at the public storehouses, found in every

community, whatever he desires whenever he de-

sires it. This arrangement, you will see, totally

obviates the necessity for business transactions of.

any sort between individuals and consumers. Per-

haps, you would like to see what our credit cards

are like.

" You observe," he pursued, as I was curiously
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examining the piece of pasteboard he gave me,

"that this card is issued for a certain number of

dollars. We have kept the old word but not the

substance. The term, as we use it, answers to no

real thing, but merely serves as an algebraical sym-

bol for comparing the values of products with one

another. For -this purpose they are all priced in

dollars and cents just as in your day. The value of

what I procure on this card is checked off by the

clerk, who pricks out of these tiers of squares the

price of what I order."

" If you wanted to buy something of your

neighbor could you transfer part of your credit to

him as consideration ? " I inquired.

" In the first place," replied Dr. Leete, " our

neighbors have nothing to sell to us, but in any

event our credit would not be transferable, being

strictly personal. Before the nation could even

think of honoring any such transfer as you speak of

it would be bound to inquire into all the circum-

stances of the transaction, so as to be able to guar-

antee its absolute equity. It would have been

reason enough, had there been no other, for abol-

ishing money, that its possession was no indication

of rightful title to it. In the hands of the man
who had stolen it or murdered for it, it was as good

as in those which had earned it by industry. People

nowadays interchange gifts and favors' out of friend-

ship, but buying and selling is considered absolutely

inconsistent with the mutual benevolence and dis-
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interestedness which should prevail between citi-

zens, and the sense of community which supports

our social system. According to our ideas, buying

and selling is essentially anti-social in all its ten-

dencies. It is an education in self-seeking at the

expense of others, and no society, whose citizens

are trained in such a school, can possibly rise above

a very low grade of civilization."

" What if you have to spend more than your

card in any one year ? " I asked.

"The provision is so ample that we are more

likely not to spend it all," replied Dr. Leete. "But

if extraordinary expenses should exhaust it, we can

obtain a limited advance on the next year's credit,

though this practice is not encouraged and a heavy

discount is charged to check it."

"If you don't spend your allowance I suppose

it accumulates?

"

" That is also permitted to a certain extent,

where a special outlay is anticipated. But unless

notice to the contrary is given, it is presumed that

the citizen who does not fully expend his credit

did not have occasion to do so and the balance is

turned into the general surplus."

" Such a system does not encourage saving habits

on the part of citizens," I said.

" It is not intended to," was the reply.

" The nation is rich, and does not wish the people

.

• to deprive themselves of any good thing. In your

day men were bound to lay up goods and money
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against coming failure of the means of support and

or their children. This necessity made parsimony

a virtue. But now it would have no such laudable

object, and having lost its utility it has ceased to be

regarded as a virtue. No man any more has any

care for the morrow, either for himself or his

children, for the nation guarantees the nurture,

education and comfortable maintenance of every

citizen from the cradle to the grave."

The fallacy of this specious reasoning had passed

unnoticed by the people until suddenly (but not

without warning) the National guarantee " of com-

fortable maintenance of every citizen, from the

cradle to the grave," became worthless. Millions of

people found themselves penniless among strangers,

and through no fault of their own. Those who re-

mained in the cities were penniless, because they

were not able to persuade a Frenchman or a Chinese

that the privilege of punching a hole in their credit

cards was a valuable return for food, clothing or

shelter. Those who fled from the cities, found their

credit cards exhausted by the expenses of their flight

and were unable to procure the necessities of life,

because they had no cards to be punched. As credit

cards were not transferable there was no way in

which the refugees from the cities could obtain new
credits except through the proper officers, and in

the endeavor to find that proper officer millions of

people had, no doubt, the same experiences that
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Professor West had. In other words, their search

resulted only in failure.

There was in fact no official in Chicago who had

legally the right to grant an increase of credit to any

citizen of Boston or New York, or indeed to any

one not a citizen of Chicago. Credit was a matter

of book-keeping. A regular routine had to be fol-

lowed, and that routine had to be the same in every

portion of the country. The persoja desiring an in-

crease of credit, first filled iii and signed a blank ap-

plication . This had then to be approved by the

local Superintendent of his guild or trade, who after-

ward forwarded it to the head of that trade, who
having approved of it, sent it on to the proper officer

at Washington. If this last-named official also ap-

proved, he so notified the head of the credit card

department at Washington, who thereupon caused

cards for the desired amount to be made and sent to

the disbursing agent at the place of application,

from whom the applicant could then receive them.

It will be at once perceived that under this system

it was now impossible for the refugees from Boston

to obtain an increase of credit in Chicago.

The Wests fared better than many less-known

people. Professor West's public position and strange

experience had made him famous. When citizens

from Chicago had visited Boston, they had been

anxious to see and speak to him. ' In this way many

persons had made his acquaintance and, now, these
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united to entertain his family. They would gladly

have transferred to him portions of their own credit

cards, but their credit was not transferable, being

strictly personal. But by sleeping first at one

house, and then at another, and by dining for stated

iotefvals, first with one friend and then with another,

the Wests did not actually suffer.

This method of hospitality was very generally

exercised in aU the inland towns, and thus the

refugees from the coast cities were provided, more

or less plentifully, with the necessities of life.

There was, however, much suffering among those

whose flight had exhausted their credit cards.



LECTURE X.

" I had been two days ia Chicago," says Professor

West, " two busy days consumed wholly in arranging

for the comfort of my family— but on the third

day, the most pressing of our personal matters having

been attended to, it occurred to me, that it was my
duty as an officer of the government, to pay my re-

spects to the President.

"The house now used as, the presidential mansion

was a large and commodious building fronting on

Lincoln Park, and thither I took my way. On my
arrival there and on the presentation of my card,

one of the President's Secretaries came to me. The
President, he said, was in, but was just now engaged

with some of the Chiefs of the great divisions. That

he would wish to see me, the Secretary was kind

enough to say, was beyond doubt. My card would

be at once sent to him, and if I would wait a little

while until he was at leisure, I should confer a

favor. Of course, I waited.

"After an interval of probably a quarter of an hour,

I was told that the President would receive me, and
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following my guide, was soon in the Executive

chamber. . There were several Chiefs of the divisions

present, and after mutual introductions had passed

and we were all seated, the President said to me

:

" 'I am indeed glad that you have called, Profes-

sor. "We were deliberating on public affaii*s when

your card was brought in, and it immediately occur-

red to us all, that it would be beneficial to learn

from you what steps 'would probably have been

taken by the government, as it existed in your youth,

had such contingencies as embarrass us to-day, then

occurred.'
^'

' What, ' I exclaimed, ' have no measures been

taken to save the country ?

'

"
' Oh, most certainly, ' he'answered. ' The govern-

ment statisticians have been hard at work calculat-

ing the increased production which the seizure of

the coast cities will necessitate. Congress, you know,

will meet on the 20th, and I intend then to re-

commend that the hours of labor be lengthened and

probably that the workers who are about to retire

be retained a year or two longer. There will be also

submitted a proposition to reduce the allowance

made to each individual ; and thus by an increase of

production, and a decrease of consumption we hope

to prevent the industries of the nation from being

permanently disorganized. This calling of a special

session of Congress was a very radical step on my
part,, but I have no doubt that the people will con-

sider it justified by the exigencies of the occasion.



Looking Fubtheb Backwaed. /12k

It is my purpose also, as soon as this special session

adjourns sine die, to call another session of

Congress.
"

' But,' said I, in great wonderment, ' why these

two sessions— these two Congresses ?

'

" The President smiled and shook his head at me.
* I will convince you by your own words," he said,

and he went to a book case and took down the

volume I had written nearly a score of years ago

and which I called Loohing Baokward.

"He turned over the pages hastily till he came to

the place he sought. ' See,' he said, ' here are your

own words— here is what you have written in the

nineteenth chapter. Let me read it to you : ' But
with no state legislature, and Congress meeting

only once in five years, how do you get you legisla-

tion done?' 'We have no legislation,' replied

Dr. Leeie, 'that is next to none. It is rarely that

Congress even when it meets considers any new
laws of consequence, and then it has only power to

commend them to the followvng Congress, lest any

thing he done hastily. If you will consider a

moment, Mr. West, you will see that we have

nothing to make laws about.
"

" ' Those are Dr. Leete's words, not mine !
' I

protested.

"'They are a correct statement of the constitu-

tional powers of Congress,' answered the President.

' You see now why I wish to call the two sessions

of Congress. The question whether the second
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session of Congress will be so far a second Congress

as to enable tbe recommended laws which they pass

to be legally laws is now under the consideration of

the Cabinet. In the mean time myself and the

Chiefs of the Divisions have exercised powers that

are, at least, of doubtful constitutionality (but I

trust the people will pardon us), for we hope that

by so doing we have prevented the industries of the

country from being seriously disorganized.'

"I confess that I listened with astonishment.

While it was true, of course, that the production and

distribution of the necessities of life, food, clothing

and the like, were of great importance— and while

the invasion of the Chinese was likely to increase

the diflSculties, not only of production, but especially

of distribution— were there not questions of greater

importance, questions of National defense? I ex-

pressed something of this thought to the President.

" 'Yes,' he said, 'there has been some talk about

that. What would the government have done in

your youth. Professor ?

'

"
' An extra session of Congress would have been

called at once ('That we have done,' interpolated

the President); the regular army would have been

concentrated at points most likely to check the ad-

vance of the enemy and to aflEord nuclei around

which the State militia could be gathered. The Pres.

ident would have called for volunteers, and the

Secretary of "War would have purchased arms, am-

munition, clothing, etc. In short, the government
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in the days of my youth, would have done exactly

the reverse from what I understand you have done.

They would have put aside all economic questions

until Congress should meet, and devote themselves

-wholly to military affairs.'

' '
' Had your government, then, such extraordinary

authority?' exclaimed the President. 'Not even

for the best ends would we allow our rulers such

powers.'

"Then I remembered what had before been

blotted from my memory by the lapse of years—

I

remembered that on the first day of my awakening.

Dr. Leete had told me that the government had no

war powers.*

" * But,' said I, ' it seems incredible, that with an

invader not only at your gates but on your soil,

with your liberties not only threatened, but with

millions of the people in captivity (for in what

other state can the inhabitants of the coast cities be

said to be)— it seems to me incredible that in these

circumstances no steps have been taken to create an

army—• to meet force by force. Ton tell me that

your powers are limited, and that it would be trea-

son to assume such vast authority. But whaj; limits

your authority ?— the Constitution. But what is

the object of tfie Constitution ? Is not its sole pur-

pose to secure the lives, liberties and happiness of

the people ? How then in fulfilling the plain pur-

* See Looking Backward, Gh. VI.

9
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pose of the Constitution do you override it ? If to

now assume war powers sufficient to call for volun-

teers, to bid the people alrn and muster for national

defense— if this be treason, then it is a grand and

glorious treason for which you >would deserve the

everlasting gratitude of the nation.'

"The President shook his head. 'Ton reason

eloquently, Professor,' he said, ' but you will pardon

me if I say that I fear you do not reason correctly.

Do you realize that what you as\ me to do is to

seize upon the bodies of citizens and deliver them

over by hundreds of thousands to death and mutila-

tion ? What right have I— what constitutional or

moral right have I, to sacrifice the life of one man,

even to save the lives of ten others ?

'

" ' Perhaps,' said I, ' if there be no authority for

the exercise, by the Executive, of such powers as the

occasion calls for, there may be found authority for

a part of such powers. These powers, moreover,

once belonged to the presidential office; perhaps,

in their repeal there may be some deficiency or de-

fect which may enable the President to act partially

as the occasion requires. It used to be said, in the

days when I was young, that there was no law that

a lawyer drew, but what some shrewder lawyer

could find a defect in it.'

"A very desultory conversation ensued, in the

midst of which luncheon was announced, and I

being invited to join the President and the Cabinet
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at this meal, we all proceeded to the dining-room of

the mansion.

"Afterward, we returned to the Executive cham-

ber and resumed our conversation. Here we were

shortly afterward joined by the remainder of the

chiefs of the ten grand divisions of the industrial

army, who had been absent during our previous

discussions, but who (as I subsequently learned)-

had been sent for by the President. For their

benefit the President hastily summarized the con-

versation that had already taken place. He then

asked me to specify, more in detail, what power I

considered most important to be exercised in the

present emergency.

" 'Any power or powers,' said I, ' that will result

in collecting men for an army and disciplining them

into an army— powers that can authorize the pro-

duction and accumulation of powder and shot and

fire-arms, uniforms and rations for the soldiers, and

generally, aU munitions of war. Who, for example

-disposes of the workers in the unclassified grade?

"What is Muster Day, that is now almost here ? And
when the apprentices have served for the year now
ending, who determines what grades they shall be

enrolled in? Of course, practically this must be

done by the individual's immediate superior— but

in whose name is it done ? Is it not done nominally

by the central government ?

'

" 'If then,' I continued, 'under the Nationalistic

theory that the President is the Commander-in-chief
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of the industrial army — so closely allied to them

that the workers are actually prohibited from voting

for him, or having any voice in his selection— has

he not power to select from them men to meet an

unexpected, but pressing demand ? Has not the

President power on the next Muster Day to desig-

nate the army as the branch of the industrial

service most in need of service? It seems to

me, that in the power, theoretically possessed,

if not ordinarily exercised, by the President,

there can be found means to collect soldiers

and to form an army. And what is the demand
for guns and uniforms and powder and shot,

but a demand by every individual in the nation

for the production of those articles ? Had the

people demanded a new variety of silk, or some new
kind of cotton cloth, would you not order its man-

ufacture? Would you wait for the quiennial ses-

tion of Congress to authorize its manufacture?

How does the manufacture of munitions of war
differ in principle from the manufacture of silk or

cotton ? It seems to me, that the powers already

exercised by the government— or a very slight ex-

,tension of them— are sufficient to authorize, at

least, the beginnings of an army.'

" So, we talked until late in the afternoon ; and
then I took my leave.

" On my return to our lodgings I found Edith
curious to know why I had not returned for
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luncheon and full of all the news that a day's gos-

aping still gave to the gentler sex. I can remem-
ber when I was a boy, hearing my father tease my
mother's female friends about woman's propensity

to gad here and there and get the news. I tease

Edith in somewhat the same way now and then,

but, nevertheless, I usually listen to what she has

to say. So that night, when I reached our lodg-

ings and heard that she had a budget of news to

unfold to me, I made some humorously sarcastic re-

marks which made her laugh and all the more eager

to impart her news to me.

" The next morning, before we had breakfasted,

I received a note from the President asking me to

call at the Executive mansion at ten o'clock. I

was there at the appointed hour, and was immedi-

ately ushered to ihe President. He at once dis-

closed his object in sending for me.
"

' Professor,' he said, ' we have determined to

appoint five Commissioners to meet an equal num-

ber of Commissioners from the Chinese, and I wish

you to be one of them.'

"I at once answered that my time was at my
country's disposal, but I questioned if my abilities

were equal to the occasion. To this he replied

that I was the only one who had doubts on that

subject, and that the Cabinet when my name

had been mentioned were unanimous about

my fitness for the position. I then inquired
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what our duties were to be and what powers we

would have.

" ' On those points,' said the President, ' I can

hardly say any thing definite. My instructions to

you must be of the most general kind. The larg-

est latitude will be allowed you. Until late last

night we discussed, what had been the subject of

our afternoon's conversation, the powers of the Ex-

ecutive. 1 regret to say that we were forced to

conclude that the President' had no war powers

such as you described as belonging to the Execu-

tive in the nineteenth century. I cannot, therefore,

empower you to negotiate any final treaty with our

invaders. Tou are rather to remonstrate with

them on the invasion of the country and especially

upon the wanton destruction of life and property

in Boston and New York. It is our wish that the

Commissioners should, however, procure from our

invaders the general substance of such a treaty as

would be acceptable to them and to discuss gener-

ally the situation that it may be reported by

thera to Congress. Tou will remonstrate, also, in the

strongest possible terms, on the unheard-of cruelty

of deporting the populations of our maritime cities

and I say now to you privately, that I am sure

Congress will listen to no adjustment of the present

difficulty that does not contemplate the . immediate

return of these unfortunate exiles. It is important

also that some arrangement be made by which the

credit cards of those of our people in the cities
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occupied by the enemy be continued good for the

purchase of the necessities of life, and that the

Nationalistic system of distributing the products of

the country be at once resumed. These are the

general matters which the Commissioners will dis-

cuss and report upon, so that Congress may be able

to act advisedly. Other subjects will undoubtedly

occur to you, and, as I said, the greatest latitude

of discussion will be allowed you.'

" I listened attentively while the President thus

explained his purpose. When he had finished, I

said to him :

" ' I had much rather, sir, that you would give

me authority to raise and equip a regirdent, or even

a brigade. I know nothing of the science of war,

but I am sure that I would receive far more respect-

ful terms from the Chinese if I came to them as

the leader of what called itself an army, than I

shall when I go as Commissioner of these United

States however great and powerful we are commer-

cially. Force must be met by force— not by

words.
"

' You do not then approve of the plan ?

'

broke in the President in a tone of surprise.

"
' I cannot say that I disapprove of it,' I re.

sponded, 'for I cannot see what harm can result

from it. But what I do greatly regret is that

you should rely upon it wholly and exclusively.'

"
' I think,' answered the President, ' that you

fail to appreciate the immense power of interna-
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tional opinion. There^s not a civilized nation in

the world but what will hasten, to condemn the

barbarous proceedings of the Chinese. We are, it

is true, cut off from cable communication with the

rest of the world, but I cannot doubt that already

the very strongest remonstrances have been made

by the other nations to the Chinese. These natu-

rally must result in our favor.'

" ' If,' said I, ' other nations could oppose some-

thing besides words to the Chinese, then remon-

strances might avail us something. But they are

even more helpless than we are to do aught but

talk. For centuries the Chinese have cared nothing

for the opinions of the world, and the only rights

that foreigners ever had in China were those which

had been forcibly obtained by war. I cannot be-

lieve that now, suddenly, contrary to all the history

of the race, the Chinese will' for one moment yield

to moral suasion, or to any thing but superior force,

I speak my mind freely, but I trust that I do not

offend.'

"
' You certainly do not offend,' replied the Presi-

dent, ' but I could wish that you agreed with us. To
me it seems that the age of force is past, and that the

present era is wholly under the influence of moral

ideas. But should you be right, it stiU is important

that you should serve your country as a Commis
sioner, for should the Chinese refuse to listen to oui

remonstrances, it will then be necessary for us to

purchase their retreat, and it will then become the
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duty of the Commissioners to fix the amount and

times of payment of whatever ransom we may have

to pay.'

"
' Alas, Mr. President,' said I, ' I am still forced

to disagree with you. Why should the Chinese ac-

cept a ransom when, by persisting, aU that is ours

will inevitably become theirs i? If a highwayman
has knocked me down and robbed me of my purse,

do you think that he would listen to my request to

give me back half its contents? I realize now as.

never before that my ideas are not the ideas of my
companions. I belong to another age. Pray, sir,

permit me to decline the position you would appoint

me to.'

" ' N"o so. Professor,' the President quickly re-

sponded. ' If all other arguments fail, I must ap-

peal to your love for your fellow-beings. Oh, Pro-

fessor, Professor' (and I saw tears come now into

his eyes), ' my heart bleeds at the thought of the

sorrows and sufferings of our unhappy people in our

coast cities. We can hear nothing but the most

heartrending rumors of their condition, but as Com-

missioner you will, perhaps, be able to see them, talk

with them and console them. For their sakes, I ask

yon not to refuse this appointment.'

" What answer could I make to such an appeal as

this ? None, but to accept the duties of a Commis-



LECTURE XL

"I then spoke to the President," continues Pro-

fessor West, in his diary, "of my impecunious

position, representing to him the reason of its ex-

istence, and mentioning my futile efforts to obtain

an advance or addition of credit. He remarked thai

the question of the expenses of the Commission had

not occurredto him, but that he would at -once per-

youally see that it was attended to, and summoning

a messenger sent a reqnest to the head of the Gen-

eral of the Credit Card Department to join us at

once.

" Of course, I recognized that it was not the duty

of the Presi'dent to attend to the numerous details

consequent upon the departure of the Commission-

ers) whether those details were the payment of their

expenses, or the railway schedule of their transpor-

tation ; but, as I have already recorded, I had been

unable to procure an extension of our family credit,

and I was unwilling to leave Edith and the children

dependent upon what, though disguised as the kind-

ness of friends, we all recognized as charity. I was,
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therefore, glad to have our credit extended before

my departure, even though that consummation re-

quired the personal interposition of the President.

" I oflEered to leave his Excellency to attend to

his other business while I waited in the ante-room

the arrival of the General of the Credit Card De-
partment, but he bade me stay with him. My pres-

ence, he was kind enough to say, was a relief to him.
"

' I am very weary of the burden of oflSce,' he

said. ' My responsibilities seem greater than I can

bear. In the last week I have not averaged each

day four hours of slumber. 1 dare not go to bed,

for in my dreams I see millions of helpless people

crying to me for help— help that neither I nor any

one 'else know^ how to give. I catch my sleep,

here, as chance lets me, between the visits of people

I must see, and the pressure of business that must

be attended to. My Secretaries have orders never

to let me sleep longer than fifteen minutes at a time,

for if I do, then dreams come to me. I drfeamed

the other night that I was a switchman on a railroad

(you know I belonged to the railroad division of

the industrial army). I had opened the switch to

shunt a freight train on to a side track, and, then,

suddenly, my limbs were paralyzed. I saw a pas-

senger train rushing down the track. I knew that

if that switch were not closed, and there was no one

near to close it but myself, an awful accident would

happen, and hundreds of people killed. But my
arms and legs were paralyzed ; I could not move.
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I tried to cry, out, but I could make no sound. For-

tunately, at that moment, one of my Secretaries

awoke me, but I stall never forget the awful men-

tal agony pf that dream. I had slept then over an

hour. It was after that experience that I gave the

order that I should never be allowed to sleep longer

than fifteen minutes at a time

" This personal anecdote— or, I might, perhaps,

more properly call it confession— of the President,

has led me to appreciate, in an entirely new light,

the diflSculties that beset the rulers of our nation.

" I stayed, therefore, with the President, and tried

to relieve his mind by telling, in as humorous a

manner as possible, my journeys from pillar to post,

while trying to get an advance of credit. I had suc-

ceeded in making the President laugh, when Mr.

John Dennison, Chief of the Credit Card Depart-

ment, arrived. The President explained to him

what was wanted, and he at once said that he would

immediately have cards for a year's credit made out

and sent to me. At the President's suggestion, I

agreed to await these cards at the presidential inan-

sion.

' " No sooner had Mr. Dennison taken his leave

than I bethought myself of Leete's anxiety to return

{o Boston. I told the President of it.

" ' It would never do to stand in the way of lovers,'

he said with a smile, 'you and I must devise some

solution for their difficulties.' He reflected for a

moment, then said, ' I see no reason why the Com-
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missioners should not be allowed to take a Secretary

•with them. What do you say to ray appointing

Leete to that post ? It will at least afford him safe

conduct into and out of Boston, and you must arrange

with the other Commissioners that he has sufficient

leisure to see his sweetheart.' He sat down and

wrote a few lines, then touched a bell, and said to

the Secretary who came in response, ' Send some one
at once with that to General Slocum [Lewis M.
Slocum, Chief of the Railroad Department] ; see that

the comAiission is made out immediately, and then

let some one have it at the Commissioners' train, so

that Mr. West can receive it-before the train leaves.'

"
' Might I ask, Mr. President,' I said ' that a mes-

senger be sent to my son, telling him to be at the

depot in time to catch the train ?

'

"
' A very, happy suggestion, ' replied his Excel-

lency. And he gave orders accordingly.

" I remained with the President until a messenger

came with the promised credit cards, then having

thanked his Excellency foi- his many kindnesses, I

took my departure.

" I had but little time left at my own disposal, for

a special train on the Michigan Southern was to

leave that afternoon at two o'clock, to take us to

Albany, where it had been already arranged that we.

should meet Commissioners from the commanders

of the fleets at Boston, New York and Washington.

There was barely time for me to hnrry to our lodg.

ings, distribute the credit cards, tell Edith and Leete
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what had taken place, pack my gripsack, lunch and

say good-bye to my family, and then catch the train.

At my request Edith gave me half of the gold coin

we had carried with us ; and of this, Leete and I

each secreted a half about our persons.

" The road was cleared for us, and we reached

Albany the next day about noon. The first thing

that struck me on our arrival at the city that had once

been the capital of the great State of New York,

was the different aspect which the city now presented

from what it showed to us when we passed through

it only a few days before. Then, as I have said, it

was overcrowded and almost feverish in the activity

of its denizens ; now all who could forsake it had

fled, and the numbness of fear was upon it.

" We were met at the station by a body of Chinese

troops, and by thetn escorted through almost deserted

streets to the municipal building, where the Chinese

awaited us. I know not how the others felt, but

for myself, looking now backward and seeking to

recall the sensations that then visited me, the scene

is implanted in my memory ^s one of the saddest

that can be imagined. Once in a while, a curious

face appeared at a window along the line of our

march, to disappear again almost irfimediately, but

there were no crowds in the streets we traversed,

and the city seemed strangely silent.

" When, some score of years ago, I was awakened

by Dr. Leete to a new age, and I might almost say
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to a new world, it took me some time to become ac-

customed to my surroundings, and especially to those

manifestations of curiosity whicli my appearance in

a new circle always occasioned. My story, however,

soon became a twice-told tale to the Bostonians, and

at last it was only at rare intervals that I was re-

minded that I was different from my associates.

Now, however, the curiosity which the Chinese

evinced whenever I appeared, recalled the sensations

of my first awakening. My story was evidently

known to them, and no doubt I was a great curiosity

in their eyes. But my strange experience did not

make me contemptible in their opinion ; on the con-

trary they thought more of me than of my associates.

Ancestors and the menof antiquity had been so long

objects of veneration in the Celestial Empire, that I,

who had been a cotemporary with their progenitors

seemed in their opinion to be entitled to the same

respect that they entertained for those progenitors.

They listened to me, therefore, as if the accumulated

wisdom of two centuries spoke in my words.

" The Chinese Commissioners were men of high

breeding and great intellectual attainments. Their

polished manners, and skill in conversation (they all

spoke excellent English) would have made them

charming hosts, under different circumstances. As

it was, they rendered the labors of the Commission-

ers less tedious than they otherwise would have been.

"We began by complying with our instructions,

and remonstrating on the invasion. To this they
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answered that the proselyting attempted in China

by the Nationalists made the invasion a matter of

self-protection. To our remonstrance on the de-

struction of life and property in New York and

Boston they answered that it had been a necessity

occasioned by the riotous behavior of the Bostonians

and by the attempted defense of New York. As for

the deportation of United States citizens they de-

fended it only on the ground of policy, declaring

that it was true wisdom to decrease the number of

opponents and afford place for their own fellow-

citizens. They laughed to scorn any proposal to re-

cognize the credit cards of the nation unless an

equal sum in gold was placed with them as a col-

lateral for their redemption.

" Our negotiations, however, were not begun and

ended in a day ; and when we had presented the

NationaHstio demands and they had been formulated

into the proper shape,, the Chinese Commissioners

notified us that before rendering any decisive answer

they must communicate with the Admirals of the

several fleets. This, they said, would take time—
probably a week would elapse before an authorita^

tive answer could be given— and having learned

from our conversation that we were relying almost

wholly on chance information as to the condition of

the cities which they had conquered, they suggested

that we spend the interval in visiting those cities

and 'with our own eyes viewing the changes that

had taken place. "We telegraphed to Chicago and
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promptly received instructions to go ; and so, with

the understanding that we were to meet at Albany

one week hence, we divided ; two of my associates

went to Waflhington, two to New York, and Leete

and I accompanied Commissioner Hi to Boston.

" A special train took us speedily to our destina-

tion, where we arrived on the morning of the 18th

jThe Admiral still made his headquarters on board

'ship, and thither we at once proceeded. Without

idelay, I was at once introduced to him, and both

Commissioner Hi, Leete and myself were invited to

breakfast with him. That meal ended, however, I

was informed that Lieutenant Hi would be closeted

with the Admiral during the day, and would not be

able to accompany me about town, but I was intro-

duced to Captain Lee, who, I was told, would ^e my
host and cicerone during my stay. Accompanied

by the Captain, whom I found to be an agreeable

gentleman (as indeed were all the Chinese officers

that I met), and having given my promise to the

Admiral that I would refrain from fomenting, en-

couraging or advising rebellion, I sallied forth.

" There was less change in the aspect of the city

than I had expected. There were fewer stragglers

m the streets than usual— indeed, I learned that all

whose business did not require them to be abroad

were required to stay at home. The main streets

were patroled by soldiers, who saluted my conduc-

tor (who was in the full uniform of his rank), and

10
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looked curiously at me. We took our way to the

Municipal Building, where the Council were still

prisoners, and which was still the place from which

municipal aflfairs were directed. I was permitted to

see these unfortunate gentlemen, who composed the

Council, and to converse with them, but only, how-

ever, in the presence of Captain Lee. They hailed

my arrival with joy, as one from that outside world

from which they were secluded, but Captain Lee

had warned me that they had been purposely kept

in ignorance of all that had transpired outside of

Boston since the 4th, and had requested me not to

give them information on this point. To all their

questions I was, therefore, unable to give an answer,

while they in turn could tell me little of what had

transpired in the city. I left them with regret

;

and then, at my request, went to the house that but

so short time ago had been my home. It had been

turned into a barrack for the soldiery, and had been

sacked and dismantled. It was like home no longer,

and weary and disheartened by what I had seen, I

begged the Captain to take me back to his ship.

" It was five o'clock when we reached the ship, and

I was at once shown to my apartment— a room

adjoining the Captain's, and as luxuriously fitted

with all the conveniences as a stateroom in a private

yacht would have been in my youth. A bath re-

freshed me greatly, and a cup of excellent tea sub-

sequently partaken of in the Captain's cabin made

me feel quite myself again. At seven we dined with
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the Admiral, and I met the commanders of the ships

then in the harbor. After dinner, most of the su-

perior oflBcers of the Chinese service dropped in,

evidently in consequence of a previous invitation,

and the cabin was quite crowded. I did not at first

realize that I was the attraction they had come to

see", but when one or two had politely asked me
questions about naval affairs and discipline in the

nineteenth century, I'^ealized the fact that 1 was as

great a curiosity to these highly-educated gentlemen

as I had been a few hours previously to the com-

mon soldiers, and many years ago to Dr; Leete and

his contemporaries.

" When, about midnight, the guests had all de-

parted, and the Captain and I and a couple of the

junior officers of the ship were left alone, I ventured

to speak of what I had noticed.
"

' Yes,' he said, ' we have heard in China of

your wonderful experiences, and it is not strange

that we should be anxious to see an individual who
represents the highest type of the civilization of two

centuries. It is a favorite matter of discussion with

us, whether the civilization of this country was

higher in the nineteenth century than it is to-day.

Our best thinkers are by no means agreed on the

answer and it would be interesting to know what

your opinion is after a practical experience in both.'

"
' I have no hesitation in answering at once,' I

said, ' that the civilization of to-day is vastly higher

than that of the nineteenth century, with the sole
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exception of the power of self-defense. In the days

of my youth you would not so easily have conquered

us ; but I am not so sure,'-! added, ' that we wiU

not under our present civilization develop powers of

resistance and retaliation which will astonish the

world.'

" We sat talking for an hour or so longer and then

retired.

" The next morning while breakfasting the Captain

noticed me examining-the paintings which decorated

the walls of his cabin, and spoke of it.

"
' Yes,' said I, ' in the nineteenth century the

cabins of our war ships were not usually galleries

of fine arts. But it seems to me that I have seen

most of these paintings before, so that it may be

that they are recent acquisitions ?

'

"
' They are,' said Captain Lee. ' They were part

of the collection of the Bassetts, and were purchased

by me only a day or two ago. Oil paintings by

master hands are no more now than in your early

days, part of the furnishings of a war-ship. Though

of course then as now the commanding officer may
decorate his cabin as he^chooses, provided of course

that he does not interfere with the working power

of the ship.'

" I need not record here the details of my obser-

vations in Boston, as I have noted them on a sepa-

rate paper from which my report to the President

and Congress will be drafted. Suffice to say that
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while I saw much that compelled me to admire the

ingenuity with which our invaders have made the

main features of our Nationalistic theory serve the

ends of their own government, I saw also much that

caused me great grief in the apathy of our citizens

and the debasement which had already begun to

show in society, I reserve all comments on this

subject, however, for my report. _ I was not sorry,

however, when the time came for me to return to

Albany with Commissioner Hi."
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Among the many papers which have come into

my possession, there is one, the authorship of which

is anonymous. I have myself, however, no doubt

whatsoever, but that it was written by Bartlett

Leete West, Owing to the ;faet that the Wests have

always remained within the Nationalist lines, and

to the circumstance that no opportunity has hitherto

occurred by which I could get Colonel West's ad-

mission that he wrote it, its authorship still remains

in doubt.*

Leete West had been placed under the escort of

one of the junior lieutenants of the flagship. I may
here remark, that the object of thus guarding him-

self and his father, was not to prevent them from

associating with their friends, or in any way to cir-

cumscribe their liberty. It was solely for their pro-

tection. Few of the soldiers who sentineled the city

* Colonel Leete West baa, since this lecture was first deliv-

ered, admitted the authorship of this document. Its authenticity is,

therefore, beyond question.
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conM understand English, and the "Wests, if un-

escorted, might have been subject to annoyance or

insult by these soldiers. Wherever Leete West
went, therefore. Lieutenant Wong, as a matter of

precaution, was ordered to go also.

Mr. West has since risen to be a distinguished

officer in the military service of the Nationalist

government. It gives me pleasure to state that the

unanimous testimony of all of my countrymen whom
he met, while in Boston as Secretary of the Commis-

sioners, is that he was then one of the most agree-

able and fascinating young men they had ever met.

He won the hearts of nearly all the officers of the

fleet, from the Admiral down to the midshipmen,

and when his love affair became known there was

not one Chinese officer, but what wished him a suc-

cessful culmination to it. He must have had much
of that same charm and fascination of manner that

history tells us was possessed to so great a degree by

that distinguished editor of the nineteenth century,

Allen Thorndike Eice.

This manuscript which I have referred to, and

from which I am about to quote is partly written in

cipher. It is apparently an account of Mr. West's

doings in Boston, and is a purely personal narrative.

I iuvite your attention to it, not because of its liter-

ary merit, nor because the progress of Mr. West's

love affair in any way falls within the scope of these

lectures, but because it partially describes the habits
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and thoughts of a representative Boston family of

that period.

It was not until the day after his amval in Boston,

that Leete West was at leisure to seek his sweetheart.

The manuscript recites his impatience at the delay,

and continues

:

" This morning, Lieutenant Wong placed himself

at my disposal. Finding that there were no duties

that would detain me upon shipboard, I told the

Lieutenant that I desired to visit friends on shore.

We proceeded at once to Marlborough street. The
door of the Nesmyth's house was opened by Mar-

garetta herself who gave a scream of joy at seeing

me, and greeted me most affectionately. She

blushed furiously, however, when she saw that

her rapture had been observed by my Chinese

companion, and then suddenly grew so pale that

for a moment I thought she was going to faint.

I learned afterward that her first thought had

been that I was under arrest. She soon perceived

her error, however, and I speedily introduced

Lieutenant Wong, who, upon Mrs. Nesmyth's

appearance, proceeded with fine tact to make
himself agreeable to the elder lady.

" Edith and I had much to talk about. She in-

, sisted on my telling her the details of our flight to

Chicago, and this consumed some time. Indeed,

before I had finished, the luncheon hour arrived,

and as neither Mrs. Nesmyth nor Margaretta would
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hear of our leaving, Lieutenant Wong and I stayed

to luncheon.

"After luncheon Lieutenant Wong proposed that

he should take his departure, hutnorously suggesting

that in his native land they had a proverb to the

effect that ' the third bird in the nest is often,in the

way.' He left us, therefore, after cautioning me
of the inadvisability of my leaving the house until^

his return which, at Mrs. Nesmyth's suggestion, he

agreed would be at dinner time. Margaretta

assured him that she would not let me depart until

he came.
" Left thus alone we could talk more freely, and

as I had spent the morning in telling my experi-

ence I insisted upon Margaretta's using the after-

noon to tell me hers. She gave me a very graphic

account of poor Jack Storiot's death. He was one

of those who had been assembled on" the Common
for deportation, and one of the first whom it had

been attempted to manacle. We all knew Jack's

high spirit and impetuosity, and I have no doubt

that this insult of the Chinese threw him into a

great passion. He was one of the first to attack

the Chinese soldiers and fell most horribly mutilated.

Margaretta told me that one of the papers had

published a list of those who had been killed or

wounded in this horrible massacre. The paper had

been suppressed by the Chinese as soon as it ap-

peared, but the Nesmyth's had fortunately been able

to secure a copy, and this she now brought to me.
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As I read over the list of names I saw many that I

knew ; fortunately, my intimate friends had not

been there, but Tom Hammond, Lafayette Brett,

Babcock Tyler and "Will Peckham were mong the

killed, and Aleck Warner, Charlie Bell and several

other old school friends were among the wounded.

It was an awful thing, I spoke of it that evening

to Commissioner Hi and he told me that no one

could regret it more than the Chinese did. It was

one of the terrible results of war, to be excused

only by its necessity. ' We have hearts,' he said,

but we must do our duty.'

" Then Margaretta told me some of the~ discom-

forts that had come to her own family, though I

think the dear girl hid many from me and made
light of others for fear of too greatly giving me
pain. She told me how the Chinese had taken

possession of" the ward eating-houses, and how still

later, their credit cards had lost their purchasing

power. She gave me a graphic picture of how by

selling to the Chinese the pictures and most valua-

ble ornaments of the house, they had procured a

supply of new credit cards, or as they were called,

' paper moneys.' Her mother, she said, had sold

all her jewelry, and her father had parted with his

gold watch ; and then very shyly and with many
blushes, she called my attention to the fact that she

no longer wore the engagement ring I had given

her. I asked her why and she confessed that she

had sold it.
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" * Sold it I ' I exclaimed, in wonderment.
"

' Tes,' she said. ' I sold it. You are not angry

are you ? I sold it to the Chinese and they gave

me $500 for it.'

" 'About half its value,' I thought, for I remem-
bered that I had swopped a very rare vase (that

grandfather had given me) for it, with -Peter Kyon,

whose aunt had left this ring to him by her will.

"
' Of course Pin not angry with you, my dear, I

said, ' but I should like to know vihy you sold it ?

Is it possible that you were so ' poor ' (I think that

is what it is called) that you had to part with it to

procure the necessities of life ?

'

" * Oh, no !
' she said, hastily. ' So far we have

always been able to get nearly every thing we have

wanted. But there have been a great many people

who have not been as fortunate as we have, because

after their credit cards became valueless, they had

little of any value to get the Chinese money with,

and you know that Chinese money is the only thing

anybody can buy any thing with now I

'

" I said I hadn't thought of that before ; and then

I asked Margaretta how she had spent the money.

She said that there had been so many people who
suffered because they could not buy things, that the

people of Boston had formed societies to relieve the

sufferings of those who were now designated by the

word ' poor.' (Margaretta thought this was a new
word, but I told her I was quite sure that I had

heard father use it as applying to a class of people
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who existed whea he was young.) These eocfeties,

she said, were modelled after certain societies of the

nineteenth century, and were called ' King's Daugh-

ters '— though why I don't know, as there is no
' King ' outside of China, and he is called an ' Em-
peror.' I must I'emember to ask about this. She

said that the society to which she belonged, had

promised to take care of all the ' poor ' people in

their ward, and that she had sold her engagement

ring that this society might be able to buy food for

those who could not buy it themselves.

'"I hope you are not very angry with me ?
' she

said, as she finished telling me why she had parted

with my gift.

"
' I will forgive you,' 1 answered, ' if you will

give me a kiss ?

'

" She kissed me twice, and then I, to show her

that I was not offended, kissed her more than twice.

Then I promised her that I would speak to father

and ask him if he could remember any thing about

these societies.

" She told me then that one of the things that had

led to the formation of these societies had been the

robbery of the Bassett and Hayes houses. I had not

heard of this, so I begged her to tell me about it.

She said that after the Chinese had taken possession

of the ward eating-houses and refused to sell things

for credit, or on the presentation of credit: cards, a

great many people found themselves unable to pro-

cure food, having nothing that the Chinese would
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give them money for. Quite a number of these

people, rendered desperate by their hunger, and act-

ing probably at the instigation of the Chinese, one

night, about twelve o'clock, entered the Bassetts

house and removed from it all those pictures which

the Bassetts had been collecting for many years.

These pictures were at once taken to the place

which the Chinese had established for the sale of

valuables, and" which was called ' The Bank,' and

the money paid for them was distributed among the

thieves. An hour later, Mr. Hayes' house was vis-

ited in like manner, and the family were forced to

give up whatever Jewels they possessed. Mr. Hayes,

Margaretta said, was nearly beaten to death, before

he could be made to disclose where most of the

jewels were kept.

" We were still talking, regardless of time, when
the arrival of Lieutenant Wong warned us that it

must be near the dinner hour. Mr. Nesmyth came

in' shortly afterward, and half an hour later we were

seated at the dinner table.

"We said good-night to the Nesmyths, about

half-past eight, as Lieutenant Wong told me that

the Admiral would probably expect me to call upon

him that evening. I promised Margaretta to see

her, if possible, some time the next day.

" The Admiral was entertaining father and some

of the officers of the fleet, and I stayed in his cabin

until about eleven o'clock. After I had taken my
leave, and was going to my stateroom (which was
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next to Lieutenant Wong's), Wong called to me,

telling me that if I was not sleepy, to come in and

smoke a cigar with him. As I felt no inclination to

go to bed, I accepted his invitation, and we fell to

chatting about Boston. He told me that most of

the Chinese officers were interestied in Nationalism,

but that though they understood its theory, they

knew little of its practical working. Being now
looked upon as enemies, there was no social inter-

course between them and the Bostonians ; to-day had

been the first time, he said, that he had been inside

a Boston gentleman's house.

" I gave him an account of how I had spent my
own life, told him about our guild yacht races, ball

clubs, and so forth, and tried to explain to him what

I had expected the rest of my life to be like. Then,

changing the subject, I asked him if it would be

possible for me to get a diamond ring.

"
' A diamond ring !

' he said, with polite surprise,

for my question, being in no way related to what

we had been talking about, was no doubt exceedingly

abrupt. ' I suppose you could,' he added, ' but I

don't know exactly where. ,1 am afraid we are buy-

ing, not selling, those things.'

" I told him, then, how Miss Nesmyth had sold

her engagement ring, and that I wished to give her

another in the place of the one disposed of.

"He thought a few minutes, then he said, 'I

don't know exactly how our purchases of such things

are arranged, but I think that there must be a rec-
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ord kept of such purchases; indeed there must be,

for somebody will have to give an account of the

money that is issued. If you will find out on what

day and at what place Miss Nesmyth sold her ring,

I'll see if I can't get it back for you.'

"Of course it would be much nicer if I could

give Margaretta the identical ring I had given her

before, and I promised to try and find out from her

where and when she had sold it.

_ " The next morning I spoke to father about it.

He said he had no objection to my doing as I wished,

but asked me how I intended to pay for it— what I

intended to give in exchange for it. I told him that

grandfather had left me a picture by Ooxe, and that

if he had no objection, I might be able to use that.

He asked me where that picture was.

" ' "Why, it's at home, of course,' I said. ' Don'

t

you remember that it was hanging on the parlor

wall ? It must be worth more than $500.'

"
' My dear boy,' said my father, ' our house is

ours no longer. It, and all that we left in it, be-

longs to the Chinese. Tour picture has long ago

been confiscated. Even if the Chinese were willing

to give you this picture, or even the ring you want,

you could not accept either, as it would be improper

for you, holding, as you do now, a public position,

to ai3cept presents from them. You must think of

something else.'

" I was terribly disappointed. Except what I had

^ad at home, I had nothing to ofEer in exchange.
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"
' I think I can help you,' said my father, as he

say my disappointment. ' The stone was a valuable

one, and it is not likely that diamonds will ever

lose very much of their value. Suppose we try

what some of the gold we have about us will do.'

" ' Why, yes,' I said, ' it might be quite a curi-

osity to some of the Chinese, but do you suppose

that what we have will be sufficiently curious to buy

a $500 ring?'
"' We have between us,' said my father, 'about

$3,000 in gold coin. A Chinese tael is equivalent to

a dollar and a half — at least that has been the

estimate of its value in the negotiations, for the

city's ransom. Now, if one dollar and a half is

worth one tael, how many taels are $3,000 worth.'
"

' Two thousand taels, ' I answered.

"'Well,' said father, 'I don't suppose our gold

is worthless because it has been minted by the

United States. No doubt the Chinese would value

our double eagles at $20. But in this case you

had better leave the changing of our money to

me, Leete. If you can find out where the ring is

and how many taels it can be bought for, then come

to me and I will see if we cannot get our American

gold changed for Chinese money.

"I visited Margaretta that morning, and mana-

ged, without raising her suspicious to get her to

mention where and when she had sold the ring.

Then after leaving her. Lieutenant Wong and I

went to the place. • The Lieutenant had no trouble
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in obtaining the information we wanted. Upon his

giving his name and rank we were at once ushered

into the room of the Superintendent of the Bank.

I was introduced and my errand made known. A
short conversation then followed between Wong and

the Superintendent which ended in the tatter's ring-

ing a bell and giving some order in Chinese to the

person who answered. In a few minutes a book

was brought in and opened at a certain page, and I

was requested to look through this and the succeed-

ing pages and point out Miss Nesmyth's signature.

This I was quickly -able to do, whereupon the Super-

intendent returned the book to its bearer and gave

him some other order. "We waited now about half

an hour during which the Superintendent explained

to us the system of the Bank.

" Whatever was offered was appraised by one of

several appraisers, goods of a certain class by one

appraiser, goods of another by another appraiser,

and so on. ; The thing offered was then numbered,

a short description of it written in a book and

numbered the same as the article, and a receipt, like-

wise numbered, signed by the person who received

pay for it. The article was then taken and placed

in a storehouse and if subsequently sold, that fact

was noted and the name of the purchaser recorded

under the same number. Thus by knowing the

number of a thing, its whole history while in pos-

session of the Chinese could be at once known.

" At the expiration of the half hour a clerk ap-

11
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peared and handed the ring to the Superintendent,

who passed it to me, asking if it was the one I

wished. I told him it was, and pointed Margaretta's

and my own initials engraved on the inner surface.

He said that it had not been sold, but still remained

the property of the Chinese government and that

he would very willing sell it to me for the price that

had been paid for, namely, $500. I asked him if he

would ke^p it for me until to-morrow, as I had not

now so much money with me, and he consented at

once.

"Father bought it for me the next day and I

surprised Margaretta very much by presenting her

with it."



LECTURE XIII.

Before resuming my quotations from the manu-

script account of Leete "West's experiences while in

Boston, I invite your attention to a subject of which

that manuscript does -not treat. I mean the very

general impoverishment that followed the Chinese

invasion, and which was accelerated, by the forma-

tion of charitable societies such as the one referred

to in my last lecture.

The longer the Chinese stayed in Boston, the

poorer the inhabitants of that city became. Those

who were numbered among the workers received a

salary or wage which as least kept them from star-

vation, but those who did not so work— and these

included all the children and all persons over forty-

five years of age— received nothing, and were

obliged to live on what property they had -chanced

to accumulate. As nearly every one had some such

property, it was supposed by the Chinese statesmen

that it would be some time before absolute poverty

and penury became very general. They reasoned

that a person who found himself with only $100 of
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money, and with no expectation of receiving more,

would naturally be as economical as possible, and

endeavor to make that money last as long as they

could. This was one of the few instances in which

the reasoning of our statesmen was wrong. The

majority of the Bostonians did not economise, but

(owing to various circumstances) spent, generally,

more than they would have spent had the Chinese

invasion never have happened.

Let us look at the reasons for this. For at least

three generations there had been no necessity for

any person to lay up money or things upon which

to subsist in time of sickness or of old age. Such

provident habits were, indeed, discouraged by the

Nationalists, ^en, at the end of each year, the

amount unspent npon the credit card became

worthless. Up to the time when Nationalism had

been adopted by the United States, the American

people, though by no means lacking in forethought,

were in no manner distinguished, as a race, for

frugality. There was no racial predisposition to-

ward provident habits, but, indeed, rather the re-

verse, and the effect of the Nationalistic theory upon

this national characteristic, was to make the race less

and less provident and saving.

Thus, those Bostonians who received money for

goods, had neither experience nor a racial instinct to

prompt them to economy. The young people had

the generosity of youth, the old had the habit of a

lifetime which unconsciously prompted them to
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think that the money they how possessed would

somehow or other lose its value (as the credit card

would have) at the end of the year, when, as there

always had been a new supply forthcoming, there

must be a new supply again.

In addition, for the first time in three generations,

there came to them the demands of charity, which

they met with the impulsive generosity of children

who had just rieceived pocket-money. The Chinese

invasion inaugurated among the citizens of the coast

cities, not an era of economy, but rather an era of

extravagance.

I return now to the manuscript from which I

quoted in my last lecture.

" Two days oefore we were to return to Albany,

I received a summons to attend the Admiral in his

cabin.

"
' Mr. West, said he, after his first greetings had

passed, ' your father and I have had some conver-

sation on a topic on which you naturally feel great

interest. I mean your marriage.'

" I looked at him with astonishment, and did not

know what to say, but he saved me the necessity ot

replying, by continuing:

"lYouxretum to Albany in two days. I have

mentioned to your father, and I will now say to you

(in strict confidence, however) that every one of

the demands of the Nationalist Commissioners will

be refused. Our gracious Emperor has instructed
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us to accept no terms, except an absolute and un-

conditional surrender of the entire territory of the

TTnited States. I rely upon you not to mention this

until after it has been made public by your Con-

gress.'

" Of course, I at once gave the necessary prom-

ise, and he went on

:

"
' Under these circumstances, you^will, of course,

not wish to return to Boston, where you will be

hourly in danger of deportation, but I can imagine

that you would be equally unwilling to leave your

lady-love in the territory of the enemy. I cannot

wisely give Miss Nesmyth leave to depart, as it

would be establishing a precedent that would' prove

extremely inconvenient, and subject me^ersonally

to the charge of favoritism. But,' he added with

a smile, 'if you can arrange any way in which

the young lady can smuggle herself upon the train

by which you return, I think I can promise you

that as long as she remains in hiding she will be

invisible to the ofiScials. The suggestion also in-

cludes her father and mother, if you so desire.'

" I thanked the Admiral heartily, as may be sup-

posed, and said that I would at once advise with

Miss Nesmyth.

" ' It is necessary, I suppose, that yoii should do

BO,' answered the Admiral. ' But mind, Mr. "West,

not a word or a hint in public of what I told you;

nor must any one except I and you, and the person

I shall shortly introduce you to, ever have the slight-
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est knowledge that I am acquainted with the inten.

tion of Miss Nesmyth to escape. I will introduce

you to Lieutenant Foo, who will have charge of

your train. Tou must lead the young lady to sup-

pose that you have made your arrangements with

him alone ; but you must impress upon her the ne-

cessity of absolute secrecy, if such a thing be possible

to a woman, and inform her that the slightest whis-

per of her intention to leave town will remove the

blindness from official eyes. Tou will not speak of

this matter again to me, but arrange all the details

with Lieutenant Foo.'

" He touched a bell and bade the sentry call Lieu-

tenant Foo. That gentleman entered immediately

;

he evidently had been waiting outside, and the Ad-

miral introduced us to each other. Then by a happily

worded wish that my married life might be happy,

he signified that my audience was concluded.

" We left the Admiral's cabin, and in a single sen-

tence, Lieutenant Foo gave me notice that he was

already thoroughly familiar with the object in view.
"

' Tou will probably wish,' he said, ' to see the

young lady at once. If that be the case, you will

find Lieuteiiant Wong in his stateroom. 'It is prefer-

able that he receive no notification of what is in-

tended, though,' and he looked at me with a meaning

smile, ' his eyesight and hearing have been greatly

impaired of late.'

" My first impulse was to go at once to Margar

retta, but almost instantly I decided otherwise.
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"
' Would it not be better,' I said to Lieutenant

Foo, ' if you and I were to devise some plan and

not mention it to the ladies until the time for de^

parture comes ?

'

' '
' Much better,' he answered. ' If you will come

to my office we will talk over the matter at once.'

"Leaving me alone for a moment, he stepped into

Lieutenant Wong's room and said a word or two to

him— announcing probably that he would be my
escort— then asking me to precede him, we went

over the side of the ship, and to his office which was

near the railway yards.

" He showed me the diagram of the car which

we were to travel in. It was the car built for the

Superintendent of the Eastern Railroad division.

There was a large stateroom and dressing-room at

either end, and the space between was arranged as a

drawing-room.

" ' One stateroom has been allotted to you and

the other to your father,' he said. ' The train will

consist of four passenger cars. The first two will be

for Commissioner Hi and his suite, then will conle

your car, my own car will be the last. Ton will

thus be between Commissioner Hi's car and my own,

and no one will be permitted to pass through your

car without, notice being given. If your father

should be ill, it will afford an excuse to keep the

greater portion of the curtains drawn, and to prevent

the passage of persons through the car.'

" ' Does my fathier know of the plan ? ' I asked.
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" ' He must not know of it/ he replied. * It would

never do for a Commissioner of the United States to

connive at prisoners escaping in his car.'

"
' But how can we hide the fact from him ?

' I

asked. /

" ' I have a suspicion,' said Lieutenant Foo, with

a twinkle in his eye, ' that your father will enter the

car by the door nearest his room, so ill that he will

at once -retire and remain ill and confined to his

room until Albany is reached.'

" I smiled, for I saw at once the purpose of my
father's illness.

"
' Now,' I said, ' where shall our friends hide—in

my stateroom, I suppose, while Mr. Nesmyth and I

sleep on the lounges in the drawing-room ?

'

" ' The ladies can occupy the room, but the gentle-

man mnst sleep in the dressing-room. It would be

too great a risk to allow him to sleep elsewhere. I

must ask you, also, to see that they leave the state-

room as little as possible and keep the doors locked.'
"

' How shall we get them there ?
' I asked.

" * That is the most difficult matter of all,' he re-

plied. ' We must either smuggle them in the night

before, which will be difficult; or better yet, if they

will consent, I can obtain a blank requisition for a

man and two women to clean the car, and they can

present it, filled out in their names, to me and thus

disarm aU notice or suspicion. Once in the car

they must either make a pretense of working for a

while, or at once conceal themselves— which, I
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must judge of at the time ; but I shall be able to in-

form them when they arrive.'

"'They will have to take some baggage with

them,' I remarked.

"'They must come empty-handed, of course,'

said Lieutenant Foo. ' But if they wish to send a

couple of trunks of clotliing, and so forth, to your

mother and sisters, I see no reason why you have

not a perfect right to take it. But do not niake them

more than two. I must ask you als6, to see that in

one of the trunks there is food enough to last for

four or five days, as I shall not be able to supply

you with more food than you could reasonably be

supposed to eat yourself. Tour father, being ill,

will have a light appetite, and may, perhaps, refuse

his meals once or twice; it would, therefore, be no

harm for you to have a few delicacies, such as potted

meats, etc., to tempt his appetite. I could put two

small trnnks in your car, as a matter of course, but

more might excite comment.'

" 'And when we arrive at Albany, what then ?
' L

queried.

" ' I have arranged for that. The Admiral has

received a written request from Mr. Robert Goodale,

the Assistant Chief of your Eailroad Department at

Chicago, to forward this car to him, and has decided

to comply with the request, although he has written

to say that the request is a very unusual one, and

must not be construed as a precedent. As soon,

therefore, as you and your father debark at Albany,
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I shall myself take the car to Chicago and hand it

- over to Mr. Eobert Goodale, with the Admiral's

letter. I should say that provisions for six days

would be enough, and I shall be very glad to oblige

you by taking charge of the trunks you destine

for your mother, and seeing them safely into her

hands.'
"

' It is a very fortunate coincidence,' said I, * that

Mr. Goodale should apply for this car just at this

time, isn't it ?

'

"
' Yery !

' he responded, smiling.

" I understood the meaning of that smile better

when I learned later that upon Lieutenant Foo's

arrival in Chicago, Mr. Goodale indignantly repudi-

ated the letter as a forgery and at once returned the

car to the-Admiral.

"'Now,' said Lieutenant Foo, 'I suppose you

will want to see your friends. In that case, we had

better return to the ship, where you will probably

find Wong waiting for you.'

" I lunched with the officers on board the man-of-

war ; then, accompanied by Lieutenant Wong, I

went to the Nesmyths. As soon as we had entered,

Wong said that he had some papers to read, and

requested that he might be permitted to retire to a

private room. He was shown to the sitting-room

upstairs, and Margaretta, who had taiken quite a

fancy to him— which I laughingly told her, almost

made me jealous— sent up to him a decanter of ma-

deira and a box of her father's best cigars. We
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then returned to the parlor, her mother, at my re-

quest, accompanying us.

" We had no sooner seated ourselves than the

door opened and Mr. Nesmyth walked in. We
were all surprised to see him, far it was much earlier

than his usual hour for returning from work. His

wife was quite fearful that he was ill.

"
' No,' he said in answer to our inquiries,- 'I'm

not ill. I wish that was all that was the matter

with me. ' I have been dismissed from the industrial

service, that is all. Dismissed before my time of

labor has expired. Dismissed without any reason

being given, except that my services were no longer

required. Dismissed without cause, without any

opportunity given me to meet any charges against

me. It is a most high-handed, outrageous proceed-

ing. As a man who has always done his duty well

and conscientiously, I am free to say that better

treatment was due to me. The Chinese boast that

they have a consideration for a man because of his

ancestry, and tell us we are barbarians because we
look only to a man's personal and individual worth;

and I had thought that, therefore, they might have

some consideration for me as the repi'esentative of one

of the most ancient families of Boston. But, of

course, I was mistaken. They are not men, they

are brutes in human form. Cruel, vindictive and

unscrupulous. They know nothing of moral prin-

ciple, the rights of man, the dictates of justice.'

" He was very angry," his pride was severely hurt

;
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for under the Nationalistic theory, no man could be

dismissed from the industrial force without good

cause and after a fair and impartial trial ; and a dis-

missal was the worst disgrace that could be put upon

a person. It made him a social pariah, with whom
no one would associate. He was very angry and he

indulged in a bitter tirade. But I confess, that as

soon as I recovered from the first shock of the news,

I found myself wondering if th"is were an accidental

or a purposely contrived coincidence. The more I

considered, the more I detected a purpose in it.

"I waited until the first vehemence of Mr. Nes-

myth's passion had subsided. Then I begged his

permission to say a word. I told him I thought I

knew why he had been dismissed, and then, in an-

swer to the eager inquiries of all, I said that Lieu-

tenant Foo would have charge of the train that

father and I would return on, and that I had ar-

ranged with him that they could go with us. Then,

I explained to them the method that had been de-

vised for their escape. I dissimulated far enough

to let them think that Lieutenant Foo was the only

person privy to their flight ; and I impressed upon

them the necessity of absolute secrecy.

" 'I think,' I then said to Mr. Nesmyth, 'that if

we could ever know the real truth of this matter, we
would find that your dismissal had been purposely

arranged so that theie might be no insinuation that

you had deserted from your post.'

" * It may be so,' said l^r. Nesmyth, ' but in at-
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tempting to do me that service, he has subjected me
to a great disgrace.'

" 'I cannot see it in that light,' I ventured to

reply. 'You were not lawfully dismissed. You
were dismissed by our enemies, our invaders. Your
dismissal is eflEective only because the arms of the

Chinese make it so.'

" ' Then if I am not lawfully disniissed it is my
duty to remain at my post,' said Mr. Nesmyth.

" Margaretta and her mother looked very blank

at this, and I hastened to reply.

" ' I don't think so,' I said. ' Yon have been

ousted from your position by force, by force used by

our enemies. It seems to me that it is your duty to

proceed at once to the central government and re-

port the fact to them. The Chinese wiU not permit

you to leave openly. You must leave secretly.

And, unless you have some better plan to propose,

I see DO way for you to get to Chicago than by that

which I have just proposed to you.'

" I had expected that whatever objections would

be made to the plan of flight would come from the''

ladies ; but the unexpected turn of events, by in-

volving Mr. Nesmyth's safety, had made Margaretta

and her mother careless of all considerations affect-

ing their own comfort, and they now joined me in

entreating Mr. Nesmyth to give his approval to the

plan that had been made. Finally he consented.

" All this had taken some time, and it was now
growing dask. I hastened to Lieutenant Wong.
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He smiled at my apologies for leaving him so long

solitary, said that he was in no hurry to return, and

handed me a letter which he said Lieutenant Foo

had requested him to give to me. It inclosed the

blank requisition or order which I have already

mentioned. The letter requested me to fill this up
with the names of any friends who might be in need

of employment, and to bid the persons be in the

yard at nine o' clock. My train, it said, would leave

at eleven, and suggested that, as I would probably

not be able to visit the city after that evening, it

might be well to take final leave of Miss Nesmyth
and all other personal friends before returning to the

ship— the trunks I had spoken of would be called

for, at any place designated by me^ at half past seven

the next jnorning.

" I went down stairs and showed this letter to the

Nesmyths, and filling in the blank order with their

names gave it to Margaretta's father ; then, that

gentleman went out and arranged that dinner should

be sent in from the ward eating-house, Lieutenant

Wong was invited to come down stairs and we all

dined quite merrily. We left about nine o'clock.

" The parting between Margaretta and myself was

very sad. We were left alone in the hall for a few ~

minutes, and both of us knew that should our plans

miscarry, we might never meet again. She threw

her arras around my neck and cried, while I, myself,

feeling as if I too would shed tears, could only com-

fort her with kisses. At last I tore myself away.
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and went with "Wong back' to my quarters on ship-

board."

I have quoted thus at length from this manuscript,

because the episode which it narrates shows that

the Chinese officers, to whom was confided the task

of conquering, had tender and sympathetic hearts.

It has been the fashion, in Nationalistic circles to

abuse the Chinese, to call them devils, monsters and

ogres, and to mpute to them horrible and diabolic

motives. This is not right. As men, they were

courteous and hospitable and kind. As servants

of our gracious Emperor, they had duties to peform,

some of which were necessarily distasteful to their

humane hearts. They regarded, as all our states-

men did, the Chinafication of the United States, as

a moral duty we owed our own nation, which other-

wise might have been tainted with the Nationalism,

which most of the world'had been infected with.

They had hearts. They shed many tears over the

sufferings of the captive nation.

That they may be Judged less harshly, is my ex--

cuse for quoting at such length from this manuscript.

Note —Foi the benefit of those who may hare become interested

in the flight, of the Nesmytbs, the Editor begs to say, that they es-

caped in safety to Chicago, the plan devised by Lieutenant Foo being

entirely successful. The Nationalist authorities approved of Mr.

Ifesmyth's departure from Boston, and at once reinstated him to his

former rank in the industrial army. He Is now an officer of the mil-

itary branch of the service.

The marriage of Leete West and Margaretta Nesmyth took place

early in the following spring

.



LECTURE XIV,

It is with regret that I cease to quote from

Professor West's diary. I trust that during your

next year's course of historical study you will have

the opportunity of perusing it in its entirety.

Though bearing marks of evident haste, though

. often fragmentary and disconnected, it is valuable

as a contemporary narrative of events, and invalu-,

able for the comparisons which Professor West
makes, of the workings of the governments of the

nineteenth and twenty-first feenturies.

What I have to say to you to-day, in this, the

closing lecture of your freshman year, will be

expressed to you in my own words.

On the reassembling of the Commissioners at

Albany, the Chinese Commissioners gave a cate-

gorical refusal to each of the demands of the

Nationalists, and made a general demand for the

surrender of the Nation. The American Com-

missioners, therefore, returned to Chicago having

accomplished nothing ^except so far as their obser-

12
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vations in the cities they had visited might be of

value. »

Congress was in session when they returned and

then, for the first time, active measures were taken

for resistance. The firearms that had been cap-

tured at West Point had arrived, and orders had

been given for their reproduction. Steps had been

taken to form armies. A comnuttee of Congress

with the President at its head had been placed in

charge of the conduct of the war.

It must be admitted that the steps taken by Con-

gress were the best that could be taken under the

circumstances, but time is a necessary factor in prep-

arations for war— and time is unaffected by the

enactments of legislatures.

In all these measures Professor Julian West took

an active part. He became the colonel of the regi-

ment raised from among the students of Shawmut
College who had escaped from the territory held by

the Chinese, and was subsequently promoted to be

General of the brigade into which all the college

regiments were collected. He fell on the 6th of

August, 2022, while leading his old regiment at

what is generally known as the battle of Lake Erie,

but which should more properly be styled the sec-

ond battle of Lake Erie,"* to distinguish it from one

of the most gaUant events in the world's history—
the battle fought on the 10th of September, 1813,

and won by the skill and personal bravery of Ohver
Hazard Perry.
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As yoiir previous studies have acquainted you

with the various battles and warlike movements

which took place after the Nationalists had become

fairly aroused to the gravity of their situation I

shall not now consume time by narrating them, but

pass at once to a hasty summary of the doings of

the Chinese.
^

The general policy of the Chinese had been

matured, some time before the declaration of war,

by the principal state officers of China, and had

been imparted to the Admirals of the several

fleets before they had departed ,from the Celestial

Kingdom.

It was to subjugate the country by numbers,

rather than to attempt to hold possession of it by

armies. "We recognized that while a population, as

numerous and skillful as the Americans were, might

be captured by a sudden surprise, it would be yet

merely a question of time before they recovered

from their surprise, and rose against the invaders.

If the United States was to be held by China, then

the people of the United States must be wiUing

subjects of China— or, at least, such a majority of

the people as to render all attempts at resistance in-

dividual, and not National.

In pursuance of this policy, every man, woman
and child, who could be spared from China, was to

be shipped to America, as soon as the seaport towns

were captured. It was deemed wise at first, to

change the form and system of government as little
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as possible, and to allow the people to see as little

difference as possible between the old order and. the

new, and to rule them as far as could be, in the

same way that they had been always ruled i By
acting thus it was supposed that the risks of rebel-

lion would be greatly reduced— that the Ameri-

cans, being dominated with the aspiration for ma-

terial prosperity, would care little who ruled them

as long as this remained. Hence the ranks of the

laborers were to be kept in numbers as nearly as

possible what they were before.

The deportation of Americans was a logical out-

growth of this policy. Every American deported

was one less enemy to fight, while at the same time

the place tha,t he had filled was opened to a Chinese.

As soon as any number of Chinese became domi-

ciled in any locality the influence of their opinion

would produce results tending to still further solidify

the hold of China upon the country— woman, who
had been most unduly exalted, under the National-

istic idea, to an equality with man, would sink to

the proper state of subordination, and then another

element of danger would be eliminated, and another

opening made for Chinese labor. China could pour

one hundred million of people into the United

States and be none the poorer— nay, indeed, she

would be enriched thereby. A fertile land would

become tributary to her, and her surplus population

would find a safe outlet. There was no fear that
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her expatriated people would become less loyal sub-

jects of her Emperors. The desire possessed by every

Chinaman, high or low in estate, rich or poor in

this world's goods, is that his dust may repose in

the soil of China, and the history of the race has

shown that this desire is suflScient to prevent the

absent sons of China from becoming other than tran-

sient citizens of foreign lands.

While the armed hordes of the Chinese were to

march from the sea-coast to the interior, following

the courses of the rivers and the natural highways

of commerce, and gradually drawing an impenetra-

ble ring, closer and closer around whatever National-

istic government might exist in the interior of the

country, they were to leave behind them no hostile

country, but a land which was largely peopled with

Chinese, and which gave a willing fealty to China,

This was the general policy which the Admirals

of the fleets were to follow until such time as a suf-

ficient space of country had been conquered, when

a special Governor of such territory was to be ap-

pointed.

The ways in which the different Admirals carried

out their instructions were much alike, although not

wholly the same. The action of Admiral Sing, who
took possession of Boston, may be, however, con-

sidered as generally representative of the methods

everywhere displayed.
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When Boston was seized, the .first points taken

possession of were theJMunieipal Council-House and

the Central Warehouse. The machinery of govem-

ment and- the supply of food, clothing and other

necessities of life came thus at once into our posses-

sion. The Municipal Councillors, though prisoners,

were at first permitted to govern the city in the

usual way, care being taken that they did nothing to

create rebellion. The orders from the sample

houses were received and distributed as before from

the central warehouses. As the numbers of the

Chinese increased, however, officers of the Chinese

government became members of the Munieipal

Council, removable only at the pleasure of the

Governor or Admiral. In the same way the

native Superintendents, were replaced by pr

placed under the direct supervision of native

Chinese. The changes being, as far as possible,

restricted to the personnel of the rulers, and there

being no radical change in the ybrm of govern-

ment, there was little to remind the populace of

their subjugation.
'*" A populace seldom stops long to reason on abstract

subjects. Feed it, clothe it, keep it at work and now
and then amused, house it decently, and it will re-

main pacified and content. It cares little who its

rulers may be so long as its personal well-being is

assured. Only when its etomaeh is empty, its

clothes ragged, and when wealth flaunts before its

face a glaring inequality between the rich and the
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poor, does it growl and grumble and become turbul

lent and rebellious.

The question of tlie credit cards was one that for
,

a time offered many perplexities. They were the

symbols of wealth, and wealth without production

to support it is an element of weakness, as is also

too great an inequality in its distribution. Far back

in the nineteenth century, as long ago as 183Y, a

high authority, John C. Calhoun, said in the Senate,

" It is the remark of a profound statesman, that the

revenue is the State, and that of course those who
control the revenue control the State ; and those

who can control' the money power can control

the revenue, and through it the State with the

property and industry of the country in all its

ramifications."

It was impossible for the Chinese to recognize

permanently the credit cards of the Nationalists and

to continue to part with yards of cloth and pounds

of meat and flour, receiving therefor only worthless

bits of punched paper. It was equally impossible

to cut off all supplies from the citizens without

creating riots of the worst kind. There was no

money to afford a circulating medium, and if there

had been, the problem of its distribution would have

still remained.

The difficulty was met as follows: The credit

cards of the Nationalists were declared worthless
j
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paper money of various denommations was printed

by the Chinese, and a regular sum of this was paid at

stated intervals to each worker— all native Ameri-.

can workers receiving equal sums, while the wages

of Chinese workers were graded. Those who were

not workers, however, received nothing of this allow-

ance. Children were obliged to rely upon their

parents for support. Elderly people who had passed

forty-five, and who, under the Nationalistic system,

had been idlers, were entirely excluded from this

distribution.

To prevent, however, any disturbances arising

from so large a class of the community being with-

out the means of purchasing food, a bureau was

opened in the central portion of the city where any

citizen could take such valuables as they possessed.

Chinese assessors were appointed to remain at this

station, and to value all goods and chattels there pre-

sented ; and the value thus appraised, was given in

paper money to the owner. In this way most of

the property of the citizens came in time to be the

property of the invaders.

Naturally, under this system, those who had ac-

cumulated many valuables, either by inheritance or

through the spirit of acquisitiveness, fared better

than those who had little to sell ; and the family few

in numbers was better off than a larger one. These

inequalities provoked envies and jealousies which

undermined the fraternal feeling which had pre-

vailed under the Nationalistic government, and
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tended to hinder any combined resistance on the part

of the natives. The curious custom, which the

Bostonians of that day had inherited from their

ancestors, of but slightly protecting then- dwell-

ings by fastenings,, resulted in many robberies,

which increased the" distance between the poor

and the rich.,

That this policy was the wisest that could have

been devised is shown by the fact that it was put

into practice with great ease and with scarcely any

opposition from the people. Discontent must,

to some extent, have followed any system substi-

tuted for the former one, but as I have abeady

shown you, this discontent was directed against

classes of native Americans, rather than against the

Chinese.

While all Chinese statesmen have admitted the

astonishing success of this policy of reforming the

government of the subjugated territory, there is by

no means a similar unanimity of opinion about the

ability with which the military conquest was prose-

cuted. ' It has been argued that there was nothing

to prevent the Chinese armies from traversing the

continent from one end to the other, except the possi-

bility that theNationalists might have, in that event,

retarded our passage by destroying the railroads.

This, however, it is said, there was little probability

of their doing, since under the Nationalistic theory

each part of the country had become so dependent
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upon each other part that so serious an obstruction to

the distribution of products would have infallibly

broken the Nationalistic government itself into frag-

ments— the step, it is argued, would have been

political hari-hari.

The advantages which might have resulted from

such a rapid advance are purely conjectural, though

the idea itself will probably be fruitful to the ima^-

nation of the future novelist. For myselfj I have

never been able to appreciate what practical advan-

tage would have come from such a meteor-like

flitting from one point to another, leaving no trace

of permanent occupation behind.

You know the policy that was adopted. It was

first of all to take possession of the principal coast

cities, then, when the government of these had been

thoroughly systemized and enough Chinese had been

settled in and about them to make certain their

permanent allegiance to the Celestial Kingdom, to

advance to the nearest great cities of the interior and

to remain there until all the country in the rear had

been re-created into a Chinese province. The army

was thus made the wall of a new civilization. It

was strengthed by leaving behind it no hostile terri-

tory. The further it advanced the greater became

the base of its supplies immediately behind it-

Every foot of its progress was permanent.

At the time that I speak to you, the Nationalists
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are hemmed in on all sides, save o;i the frozen north,

from communication'''with outside nations. The
front line of our armies forms a semi-circle stretch-

ing from Montreal south along the western base of

the Alleghanies to the Ohio, whence it curves, and

dipping to the south reaches the easterly base of

the Rocky Mountains, along which it runs far north

of the latitude of Puget. Sound. Behind this wall,

whose bricks are armed men, is a thriving popula-

tion wholly devoted to our Celestial Emperor.

If our progress has been slow, it has also been

sure, and irresistible. It is but a question of time

when we close in upon the last remnant of the

Nationalists and the country be at peace. The con-

ditions of our future advance will, however, differ

from those of the past. The Nationalists have

learned from their reverses, and the Nationalistic

system of government has been changed until

to-day it does not so muOh differ from that which

we enjoy.

Let us now, in closing, consider hastily the bene-

fits which the invasion of the Chinese has brought

to us.

We are no longer a defenseless people, ready to

to be subjugated by the first armed nation that at-

tacks. Our material prosperity was never greater.

Our soil supports a greater population than it did

before. Chinese frugality has replaced the wasteful

lavishness that prevailed in private life under the
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Nationalistic government. Woman no longer com-

petes with man, but has become as the Gods intended

she should be, the handmaiden of male humanity.

What was good in Nationalism we have retaiTie4.

What was bad we have discarded and replaced by

what is better. Under Nationalism, individualism

was reduced to a minimum ; with^ us to-day it is

honored and given every chance to develop.



THE DOMI N ANT,

By Arthur Dddlet Vinton.

I.

Like most men whose fate it is to experience

vicissitudes in life, I have been hoth fortunate

and unfortunate in my friendships. I have put

trust in some men who basely betrayed me, and 1

have confided in others who were true tome through

every adversity. The latter are, unfortunately, less

numerous than the former.

When I was young, I used to reason about friend-

ship ; when I was older I gave up reasoning and

accepted each renunciation as philosophically as I

might, seeking consolation from my pipe and the

companionship of those friends who remained true,

and sometimes forming new friendships to replace

the old.

The bond of friendship— that subtle tie that

links men so close together— has always seemed to

me a most interesting psychological phenomenon.
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Love, as between the sexes, we can more easily

understand, since we see it existing in the Kves of

that brute creation which we are wont to consider

so much our inferior ; and we can perhaps look upon

it as an innate part of our animal nature. Friend-

ship is something far different -— yet with a certain

similarity. Friendship exists only between man
and man; the brute creation know it not. It is

more refined, more subtle, more spiritual than love.

It lacks the coarser, more materialistic fibre, of that

earthly passion.

Briefly stated, the theory which I evolved in my
younger day is this: Every structure, be it animate

or inanimate—"he it of the animal, mineral or vege-

table kingdom— is the receptacle, the storehouse

and the distributor of force ; and force is but motion.

Every thing, living or ddad, has its motion ; the

living to a far greater degree than the lifeless.

Every tree, every bush, every flower— every tissue

of the animal body— every crystal in the mineral

kingdom— has its motion of growth or decay ; and

that spiritual essence in man, which theologians call

the soul, likewise has its motion.

With this as the basis of my theory, I reasoned

farther. Sound is but motion ; and the partial con-

verse is true : that motion is, under some circum-

stances, sound; that is, we recognize it as sound
when some other force intervenes and becomes
the vehicle through which sound, pre-existent, is

transmitted to our perceptive faculties.
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It is a fact, well known and beyond dispute, that

every animate or inaminate structure responds .to

some chord or note of music— called, I believe,

the dominant. "We have all felt some building

vibrate in unison with the pulsation of some note

of a musical instrument ; we have felt " creepy "

shivers run through us as some musical chord is

sounded. It is well known that animals are

strangely aflEected by certain harmonies.

Some day, when civilization has further advanced,

I believe that these evidences of psychological

structure will be better understood. It will be rec-

ognized that virtue and vice are in accord with

different harmonies, and yield to the power of differ-

ent dominants, and when once the classification is

made, and the disclosures of the dominant under-

stood, then the extent and influence of the dominant

will be a psychologic test to define the character and

ruling passions of man's nature, and to decide the

fitness of men for the various pursuits of life, and

even for life itself.

Now, every object in nature is, as I have said, in

motion ; and, being in motion, it imparts movement

to the circumambient atmosphere. This secondary

motion is not continuous, but pulsative, radiating

in waves in which sound is existent but indiscerni-

ble to our gross senses. The power of the dominant

musical or psychologic, is developed when certain

motion-waves of one body meet with those of an-

other. It does not follow, however, that one mo-
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tion-wave is the dominant of all others ; on the con-

trary a motion-wave may be the dominant of one

thing and not of any thing else. Our senses are not

suflSciently acute to perceive or detect this combina-

tion or meeting of the motion-waves ; we know not

whether the sequence is harmony or discord, we can

only perceive the result.

To make my meaning more clear, let me take a

common instance as an illustration. A musical

chord is sounded by the great organ of a church,

and we feel the structure tremble in consequence.

The trembling is not merely a vibration of the air,

it is a distinct motion of the structural material,

easily detected and measured. It is not the ordi-

nary molecular transmission of force by means of

atmospheric vibration; for other chords may be

sounded, greater or less, or equal volumes of wind

may be used, the atmospheric vibration may possess

greater, equal or less dynamic strength, and yet the

same result will not follow. Nor will the same

chord prove necessarily the dominant of different

bodies. There must be some occult relationship,

some peculiar structure or conformation, some defi-

nite proportion, between the meeting motion-waves

before the dominant power can appear.

Now man's nature is constantly radiating motion

-waves. When these encounter the appropriate mo-
tion-waves from a musical instrument an effect is

produced, which is pleasurable or disagreable, as

the case may be. Likewise, when they meet the
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appropriate motion-waves from another man, the

result is the relation which we name friendship or

antipathy.

I had a friend once— Paul Ayrault by name —
who was a remarkable musician, an expert both in the

theory and practice of music. I, while loving

music, and frankly confessing its power over me,

cannot play upon a single instrument. I have

tried many a time to learn, but always have given

up in despair. With Pa^vil, however, mastery of

musical instruments seemed to be innate.

This love of music was the sole thing we had in

common. He was rich ; I was comparatively poor.

But the old proverb, that there could be no true

friendship where there was no equality of rank or

circumstance, was false in our case.

I do not look upon this proverb as antagonistic to

my theory of the origin of friendship, since it mus

be admitted that our natures change with the varia--

tions of the lives we lead and the circumstances

surrounding us ; and these changes must, perforce,

eflEect an alteration in the character of the motion

-waves which we radiate.

Paul was a sedentary man, a dreamer ; I, fond

of out-door sports, preferring action to revery, but

I could dream when the spell of music was upon

me. He was fraU, delicate, nervous; I, large,

strong-limbed, hot-blooded. He was a lover of

peace, his favorite out-door recreation, fishing. I

was never so happy as when I was in strife, argu-

13
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mentative or otherwise, and ,my most delightful

pastime was a hunt where there was danger and

excitement. Yet I think our friendship was as

strong as ever existed between man and man.

One evening I left my office later than usual.

As I walked up town, my mind in a passive state of

inactivity, I suddenly realized that I was thinking

of Paul. I tried to recall some incident in my day's

labor from which such thought would be the logical

consequence ; but I tould not.

As I sauntered idly up Broadway, puffing my
cigar and watching the curious changes in the ap-

pearance of the smoke, as I emerged successively,

from the shadow into the lamp-light and from lamp

-light into shadow, I fell to wondering if Paul was

thinking about me as I was of him. Then, in

natural sequence, I began to speculate upon that

subtle phenomenon ordinarily denominated animal

"magnetism. What^ was it but a particular motion

-wave, propelled by occult psychic force in a specific

direction ; and if this were so, then the strength of

the propulsive power was the measure of the mes-

meric influence.

I had every reason to believe that Paul was at

his home in Pennsylvania ; indeed, I was almost

certain of it. Could it be that there was a psychic

influence— a current of magnetism, if you will—
stretching between us? Tet why should there not

be ? I have often tried the common experiment of

fixing my eyes upon a person and causing him to
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tnm around and look up ; and this too, at a distance

as great as a hundred feet. What was there in

nature which restricted the range of this faculty to

that distance ? Why should not my power extend'

over a thousand feet, or a mile, or a hundred miles ?

It was a mere question of intensity.

I had considerable confidence in my power— mes-

meric, psychic, call it what you will— over Paul,

for I had tried it upon him successfully more than

once.

He was subject to what I may call "dark spells."

As a child, there would be times when, without

warning, a shadow would seem to pass over the

objects at which he looked. At first, such occasions

were momentary, and though quite frequent were

scarcely noticed ; but, as he grew older, the shadows

deepened, the periods of their stay lengthened.

The phenomena then attracted his attention and ex-

cited his apprehension. That he consulted physic-

ians was a matter of course. They considered it a

disease of the optic nerve, and prescribed remedies

which gave him no practical relief. He himself was

confident that the physicians' diagnosis was errone-

ous ; that the seat of his trouble was in his brain or

was a psychic phenomenon.

The healthy life of college with its numerous in-

cidents and ouj^door exercises, had for a time held

these sombre visitations in abeyance ; but they had

returned with the more sedentary life in the city

and at the law school.
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Paul was extremely sensitive about them— ner-

vously anxious that th<jy should not be generally

known. I have always believed that the thought
' of them kep^t him from marrying. I had discovered

their visitation only by accident and Paul had im-

plored me to keep my knowledge secret.

One day at the law school, I felt Paul, who sat

next to me, suddenly seize my hand. I turned and

looked at him. I felt his grasp of my hand tighten-

ing with a cold, convulsive grip. His face had

grown deathly pale, his lips were bloodless, and he

was staring fixedly at the desk before him. I real-

ized instantly that one of these " dark spells " was

upon him. Summoning all my energies, I bent my
mind upon keeping him awake. I repeated to my-

self mentally, at the same time exerting all my will

power : " Keep awake ! Be yourself ! Keep awake ?

Be yourself
!

"

It could only have been minutes, but it seemed

hours, before I felt the hand that held mine undergo

a subtle change in temperature and texture. . After

my first hasty glance I had kept my eyes averted

lest I should direct the attention of some of our

classmates to him, but now I ventured to look at

him. The color was returning to his face. His

lips had lost their pallor.

I redoubled my efforts, sure now, of success, and

presently he unclasped my hand and looked around

him in a dazed way. Then finally he turned to me
and said in a low voice " thank you."
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Ho told me afterward that he realized that he

was losing consciousness when he heard my voice

calling him back and felt that a strbnger power was

combatting his weakness. He was confident that

had it not been for me, he would for a long while

have lost all perception of what was passing around

him. .

Once after that, unknown, to him, I tried to will

him to sleep, but only succeeded in causing him to

look at me with a puzzled, questioning expression,

as if he were trying to interpret my thoughts. The
ordinary attributes of mesmeric power were reversed,

1 could awaken him but I could not put him to

sleep.

I think that originally Paul's nature and mine

were of equal strength. But while his peculiar

training had developed his mental or spiritual na-

ture until it was superior to mine, it had failed to

proportionately develop his animal (or bodily)

vigor. My mind had been less fully developed,

but my body was greatly more robust than his.

Had the mesmeric influence been generated exclu-

sively by the mind or the spirit, Paul would have

controlled me by it. Had it been derived from

animal nature alone, Paul would have been . my
slave. But neither of these results followed our at-

tempts to mesmerize each other. Sometimes when

I was in a passive state, he had a slight mesmeric

influence over me; at all times, I, when I chose,

could exert a limited power over him.
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From these experiences I inferred that mesmeric

influence was produced by the physical and spirit-

nature jointly ; and as the combination of the two

resulted in greater strength in me than in him, so I

had the power of mesmerism, or psychic suggestion

and dominance, to a greater degree than he. Judg-

ing from Paul'^ nature (as I was enabled to do by

constant and intimate association with him) and

knowing something of my own character (from

long-continued introspection and feelf-examination)

I came to the conclusion that the command of this

power was the prerogative of the spiritual nature

while the robustness of the animal nature could

alone determine its intensity.

'Well, as I said, I wondered while walking up

Broadway, if there could be then any electric, mag-

netic, sympathetic current in circuit between Paul

and myself— he positive, I negative or subjective.

I resolved on an attempt to determine the question.

Drawing my watch out of my pocket I noted the

time; and in order that my mind might not be bur-

dened with the remembrance, I immediately made

a memorandum of the hour, on a leaf ofmy note-book.

It was twenty-two minutes before nine.

This "done, I resumed my walk, willing with all

the mental force I could summon, that Paul Ayrault

should continue to think of me and note thefact as

I had.

For a long while I was conscious of no response.

It seemed as if my simple action of noting the time
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had, as it were, broken the circuit. Mj mind be-

ing in the passive state, had permitted the establish-

ment by Panl of the psychic or mesmeric relation

;

but when my thoughts had been concentrated on an-

other subject— the time— it had ceased to be re-

ceptive. Thus there may have been an interval

during which the magnetic circuit may have been

broken. Such at least were my thoughts when I

found I could not recall my former sensation..

I, therefore, abandoned all idea of reinstating the

previous relationship, and endeavored to originate a

new current of psychic intercourse in which myself

was the positive element and Paul the subjective.

To this attempt I likewise received no response

until, as I approached my residence, I must uncon-

sciously have increased my propulsive force ; for as

I planted my foot upon the lowest step of the flight

which led to the front door, I heard— or seemed

to hear— distinctly, the words :
" It is all right, I am

awake now."

They came to my mind with such vividness that

I was startled, and looked up, expecting to see

Paul himself upon the steps. In an instant,

however, I had recovered my faculties and laughed

quietly at my temporary discomfiture. Yet the il-

lusion had been perfect. I had seefned to hear the

words spoken in the actual tones of Paul's voice,

with his own individuality of pronunciation.

Still amused at the unexpected outcome of my
experiment, I unlocked the door with my night-key
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and went up to my room. Since I had secured

what I had desired, I did not believe in- the result.

That this strange psychic force might enable us to

communicate certain mental sensations, I admitted
;

that it could transmit words and intonations

with more than telephonic distinctness, I did not

believe. So startling and vivid an experience could

be nothing but a trick of my imagination, already

abnormally stimulated by my mental exertions.

With these thoughts in my midd, I lighted the

gas,j)ut on my dressing-gown and slippers and sat

down at my desk, intending, after I had filled my
pipe, to look over some law papers which I had

brought up from the office. As I reached out my
hand to get a match from the match-safe to light

my pipe, my glance fell upon a slate which I al-

ways kept upon my desk for the purpose of making

memoranda. I saw at once that it bore a hand-

writing that was not mine. I took it up and

looked at it more closely. It was a common slate,

such as children use at school and upon it was

written ; Come to me at once.

That was all. No date, no signature; simply

these words, "come to me at once." I knew the

handwriting, however. It was Paul Ayrault's.

There was no mistaking the curious way in which

he made his e's nor the manner in which he crossed

his t's.

I supposed that he had been to my room in my
absence and left this message. I had thought of
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him on my way uptowa because he was so near at

hand, and I had failed in my attempt to estabUsh

psychic communication with him because I had

worked in the wrong direction. The words I had

seemed to hear were, of course, only existent in*

my excited imagination. That which had puzzled

me was explained, so at least I considered, as I

looked at Paul's handwriting on the slate.

Acting at once upon this supposition I rang the

bell and demanded of the servants when Mr. Ayrault

had been there. They seemed greatly surprised at

the question and protested that no one had called

at the house during the entire day.

Now I was more puzzled than before ; and the

longer I thought about the matter the more I was

disquieted. If Paul really wanted me I must go to

him. But where should I go ? I could not hope

to reach his house until the next morning, and if

he should not be there I would have made a

tedious and expensive journey for nothing. On
the other hand, if I waited in the city over night,

and he really wanted me, it might be too late when

I finally reached him.

In my perplexity I took up the slate and scrutin-

ized it again. The words were perfectly plain:

Come to me at once.

I looked at my watch, and as I did so I remem-

bered that I had forgotten to ffbte the time of my
arrival at home. It was now just thirty-two min-

utes past nine. Then synchronically came the recol-
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lection of the worBs which I had heard— or seemed

to hear— as I came up the steps :. "It is all right,

T am awake now."

Was there any connection between these words

.and the writing upon the slate? And if so, what

was it? JDid the written summons come first, and

was the message on the steps a countermanding of

the previous request? Or was the writing later

than the spoken words ?

At last I decided that I would go to Paul with-

out further' delay ; that I would go first to the

hotels in the neighborhood of Madison Square,

where he would be most likely to stay if he were

in town ; and if he were not there, I would take

the midnight train for the "Wyoming Yalley.

I could find, at the hotels, no trace of Paul, and

I took the train.

II.

Paul Ayrault had inherited his fortune. His

parents, died while he was young, and Paul, an

only child, had been left to the care of a maiden

aunt. Eightly, as she supposed, wrongly as I

always thought, she had kept him away from

children of his' own age. He had been taught

first by a governess, then by tutprs ; and it was

not until he went"to college that he really had

an opportunity of facing the world and choosing

his own associates.
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At college we first met and formed our friend-

sliip— a friendship in whicli the other students

found cause for merriment ; for though Paul was
liked and respected by all, there were few who could

be called his friends, and it seemed odd that I, ap-

parently so dissimilar in character from him, should

be one of them. Even in those days I used to

wonder why I liked him more than other men,

. and why other men did' not regard him as I did.

But I never cared then to speculate on abstruse

subjects when I could occupy my thoughts with

matters of activity, and I was so prominent in

college athletics that all the time not given to

my studies was devoted to the gymnasium or to

out-door sports.

Our friendship outlived our college days. We
were fellow-students at the law school, and as our

characters matured with ripening manhood, those

subtle affinities which linked us together grew

stronger.

Though Paul had not then come into possession

of his fortune, his guardians had practically trans-

ferred to him its large income, and he was thus

enabled to gratify to the fullest extent his love of

music. He fitted up one of the suite of rooms

which he inhabited, as a music-room, and I would

frequently drop in tljere of an evening and ask him

to play for me. Sometimes I accompanied him to

the church where he practised on the great organ,

and then I would sit alone in the nave while he sent
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floods of melody pouring out of the organ-pipes.

This was generally at night and the only lights in

the building were the shaded lamps over the

key-board of the organ. The darkness iu which

I was always shrouded seemed to me to deepen

the spell of the music— perhaps only because it

allowed me to concentrate my attention upon the

melody.

Our student days at the law school quickly came

to an end. We took our degrees and were sworn

in as members of the New York Bar. Paul went

back to his estate in Pennsylvania, and I " put out

my shingle" iu a dingy office in Nassau street.

I thought of these incidents of the past as from

the window of my berth in the sleeping-car I

looked out at the dreary New Jersey landscape

rushing by. Finally 1 slept. We were on the

downward slope of the mountain when I a'^oke,

and in a few hours more I was at the station -in

, the neighborhood of Paul's home. By breakfast

time I was at his house.

"Do you know," he said as he greeted me— "do,

you know that I had an idea you would arrive this

'

morning ?

"

" Did you need me?" I answered.

" Yes and no," he responded, sniiling. " Last

night I was thinking about you nearly the entire

evening, and wishing that you were with rae. To--

day, although my need has passed, I am very glad

that you have come."
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As soon as I had washed away the dust of travel,

we sat down to breakfast. After that we walked

through the Spacious grounds surrounding the house,

Paul pointing out the various changes and improve-

ments which had been made since my last visit.

Several times during the progress of our inspec-

tion, Paul hinted that he had a surprise awaiting

me. Before we returned to the house he led me to

what seemed to me to be a natural cave. Further

investigation and inquiry informed me, however,

that it was the entrance to an old and exhausted coal

mine, the ramification of whose galleries honey-

combed the hillside that formed part of the Ayrault

estate. Paul was now engaged in fitting up the

main gallery of this excavation as a grotto. The

plans had been completed and laborers had already

prepared the walls, roofs and floors for the architects

and decorators.

I scrutinized this result of Paul's latest whim, with

much curiosity. The main level, originally about

eight feet high, or 'less, had been enlarged and the

roof cut to a smooth _and mathematically correct

arch, and the walls had been chiselled to an even

surface. The pillars of coal which had been left by

the original miners had been cut away into slender

shafts— dangerously slim, I thought, and every-

where the plain surface of the coal had been highly

polished.

A few hundred feet back from the month of this

level, a transverse gallery crossed it at right angles^
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and here Paul had hollowed out a room of con-

siderable dimensions. At the further end of

this, workmen were putting the finisTiing touches

to a large pipe-organ whose bellows were to be

Operated by the numerous springs that drained

into the old mine.

Paiil called upon me to admire the rounded sur-

faces of the room and the absence of angles or sharp

lines which might blur the sound waves.

I suggested to him that the alteration which had

been made might render the excavation unsafe ; but

he laughed at me and promised to put my fears to

flight that evening, when he was for the first time

to try the organ.

So intent were we in examining the grotto, that

the afteripbn wore away before we were aware of

its lapse and we were obliged to hurry home to avoid

being late for dinner.

Later, we sat for some time out on the veranda

smoking our cigars ; and I then took occasion to tell

Paul of the incidents of the previous night— ofmy
attempt to establish psychic communication with

him.

"It is odd," he said, " I was thinking of you at

the time."

He threw his cigar far out into the shrubbery,

paused a moment and then resumed, in a lower tone

of voice

:

" To tell you the truth," he said, " f am much
troubled at the; frequency with which my ' dark
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spells ' have occurred of late, and I have sometimes

thought seriously of writing you to drop your law

practice and come and stay with me.
" Yesterday a new sensation was added to those

which I had formerly experienced. Ifelt the attach

wpproaching some time iefore it came ! That must
have heen ahout this hour ; between eight and nine

o'clock. Ixiistinctly remember thinking about you—
wishing you were with me— and as I was losing con-

sciousness, I remember calling aloud to you to come
to me at once. Then followed an interval during

which all consciousness was lost. Whether ray spirit

was flying through space, whether it was in your

room, whether it was still here, I have not the slight-

est idea. I can remember nothing.

"You know I cannot judge of the duration

of those spells of unconsciousness; but this

one seemed to be longer than usual, though

it ended with all the customary phenomena. I be-

came suddenly aware that the dark spell was pass-

ing away, that my heart was beating, that the blood

was coursing through my veins, and that the per.

ceptive faculties of my brain were awakening. All

was still dark, but with returning thought the gloom

lightened and I had a vague intuitive sensation of

your presence.

" Whether I said any thing, whether I spoke words

similar to those you heard, I do not now remember

;

but before I retired for the night, I was confident

you would be here in the morning."
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There was a pause for a few moments and then

Paul said, as he arose from his chair

:

" Shall we go down to the grotto and try the or-

gan «

"

Nothing loath, I followed, him down the gravelled

path to the mouth of the mine.

" Improvise- for a little while," I said, as we
reached the entrance. " I will sit here in the dark

and hsten to you."

He took a candle from its socket on the wall and

lighting it, went down the vaulted passage-way to

the organ.

I seated myself near the entrance and looked out

at the landscape framed by the arch of the excava-

tion.

It was cloudless and moonless ; a clear night for

summer. The sky seemed very dark, of that rich

blue-black seen oftenest in winter. The stars ap-

peared to be hung midway between the earth and

the overatehing sky, and thp.eyes seemed to pierce

beyond and behind them. Afar off, down in the

valley, there were spots of flickering flame by whose

lurid reflection tall chimneys and clouds of smoke

were made dim^y apparent. There was just light

enough in the air to disclose the outlines of the

nearest shrubbery, and to make more distant trees a

mass of scarcely-distinguishable shadows. It was

very still. Even the crickets and tree-toads seemed

to be asleep. There was a certq,in weirdness about

the scene which I have since thought must have
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been due to the unusual situation from which I

looked forth.

The silence was broken by the deep rumbling of

the bass of the organ, and I ceased to regard the

night outside and became engrossed with the music.

An hour must have passed. Paul still played,

and I sat with my eyes half closed, entranced with

the harmonies which pulsed forth from the reeds

and metal pipes of the organ . Several times I felt

the excavation quiver as its dominant vibrated, and

simultaneously I felt a thrill pass through my Own
being as if the same chord were the dominant both

of the mine and of myself. The sensation was,

however, pleasurable, and my senses, ravished by

the music, lost the perception of outward things.

Suddenly I awoke to the realization that some-

thing was wrong.

The organ still breathed forth its pulsating waves

of sound, but the floor of the mine was now trem-

bling violently. I sat for a moment dazed. "Was it

an earthquake? Then I realized that the organ

poured forth perpetually the same chord— the dom-

inant of the room and myself. I sprang to my feet.

What did Paul mean by holding down those

keys so long ? Was he testing the acoustic proper-

ties of the ^otto ? Surely, if so, he must be aware

of this frightful and increasing trembling, growing

every moment more and more intense, and borrow-

ing additional terror and weirdness from the deep

darkness that shrouded every thing.

14
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It seemed to me, as I stood there quivering with

the motion of the floor, that I could ahnost feel the

sound-waves beaten back: from the trembling walls

and roof.

Then instantaneously, the solution of the mystery

flashed upon my mind. Another of the "dark

spells " had fallen upon my friend. In his uncon-

sciousness his rigid fingers were^convulsively holding

down the keys of the organ. Synchronically with

this thought— or following it so closely that it

seemed to be simultaneous— came the -understand-

ing of the etiological reason for Paul's strange

malady. I could not doubt but that it was the

manifestation of some dominant— some motion

-wave which separated his animal and spiritual na-

tures and left him temporarily in a state of trance.

I remember feeling for a moment an intense joy

that I had discovered the cause of his malady.

Then I wondered if he had felt his attapk approach-

ing and had called to me ; and if I, wrapped in the

spell of the music, had been deaf to his summons,

or whether the visitation had come so suddenly and

without warning that he had had no time to ask my
aid.

These thoughts passed through my mind with in-

credible swiftness. I had no time to pause and de-

liberate. I strove first to awake him, to call him
out of this trance as I had out of others ; and I

summoned all my energies to accomplish tlie

task.'
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The grotto was now quivering and vibrating

frightfully, seeming almost to sway and rock from

side to side under the resistless power of the domi-

nant, which came leaping forth from the organ in

blows of sound.

I, too, was trembling, but whether from the un-

steadiness of the floor or from the influence of the

musical dominant, I have never determined.

As my energies began to respond to the summons

of my will, I felt the motion of the mine increase.

I did not realize then, but I have, since feared, that

I intensified the power of the musical chord, which,

as I have said, was the dominant both of the mine

and of myself ; that the motion-waves which I orig-

inated combined with the previously-existing motion

-waves of the mine and of the organ, and intensified

one or the other, and wrought the havoc that fol-

lowed.

If I live to be a thousand years old, I shall never

forget the horror of that experience. I stood upon

the trembling floor, shaking like an aspen leaf, with

my hand stretched out toward my friend, my head

bent slightly forward, my lips slightly parted, my
eyes gazing intently through the gloom that seemed

to be a shivering liquid mass of blackness. I saw the

lamps of the organ swaying and flickering, casting

grotesque shadows over the polished coal of the

slender pillars and glistening walls and roof, and

flinging down a flood of tremulous, golden light upon

the figure of Paul bent motionless over the key-
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board. And all the while those deep blasts of har-

mony were pulsing past me, absohite blows of souud,

driving preceptibly back upon me the influence

which my nature strove, with the titanic strength of

despair, to radiate.

Suddenly my ears were deafened by the crash of

splinterl;ig wood, of splitting rocks and falling

masonry. Then something struck me down and^I

was dimly conscious that the notes of the great or-

gan were dying away, amid the thunder of chaotic

sounds, in a wild despairing groan, like the moan of

a dying animal. Then all perception of things ex-

istent passed away.

When I awoke— for I seemed to awake from

Bleep— I was lying upon a bed, and strange figures

were bending over me ; what had occurred was soon

explained.

The supports of the mine had been cut away too

much, they said, and the mine had fallen in, burying

Paul and myself in the ruins. I, being near the en-

trance, had been dug out, insensible, but alive, and

unharmed except for a broken leg and unimportant

bruises ; but Paul had been crushed to deiath under

the debris of the great organ, which had toppled

over upon him.

So they said, and I did not contradict them—
what use now that Paul was dead— but I knew that

the primary cause of the havoc was the strange

power of the musical"dominant, meeting the motion

-waves from the mine and from me.
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To this day, if I am in a churcL. or other

structure, and feel that curious vibration which the

dominant produces, I am seized with a vague ter-

ror, born of my awful experience ; and I become

frenzied with irrepressible fear, if I cannot instantly

make my escape. Nor can I listen now to the music

of an oirgan without tears dimming my sight, as 1 re-

member the untimely fate of Paul Ayrault.





AN INTERNATIONAL AUCTION.

A STORY OF. THINGS TO BE.

By Abthur Dudley Vinton.

The year in which happened the events herein

narrated was one of those years that will go down
to history with quite a number of events tagged on

to it to render it famous. To begin with it, was
the first year in which the Labor party had suc-

ceeded in electing, as an entirety, the ticket which

they had placed in the field ; it was the first year in

which the " blarsted Britishers " had been able to

capture the America's cup ; the first year that women -

had voted in all the States; that electricity may
be said to have finally succeeded steam as a motive

power, and the first year that that miraculous etheric

force which Keely invoked had become finally and

definitely known to the world.

There had been many sights and omens presag-

ing this wonderful year, but the inhabitants of this
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sixth-rate planet had failed to perceive them. In-

deed, who could have foretold the great event

which more than all others made this year so fa-

mous !

About noon on J;he 9th of May of this year the

President of the United States came into the dining-

room of the White House with a smile upon his

face. He kissed Baby McKee, smiled a greeting

to the other members of the presidential family,

andj taking his seat, began to carve the cold remains

of a.roapt chicken left over from a State dinner of

the night before. ,

The President's face usually showed traces of

weariness, and was generally deeply lined with the

cares of office, but of late it had been graver than

usual, owing to the perplexities attendant upon re-

nomination ; therefore, the smile that lighted it on

this occasion was the more remarkable because of

its rarity, and did not escape the notice of the first

lady of the land as she sat behind the teapot at the

other end of the table. She held her peace, how-

ever, until she should find, the President alone, for

two years of experience in the White House had

taught her that it was better not to discuss ques-

tions of presidential policy before the children or

servants.

Her opportunity came, however, about 6.30

o'clock that day, when she found the President

dressing for a dinner at the Attorney-General's.

" Ben," she said, going directly to the subject
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that was uppermost ia her mind, " what were you

laughing at when you came in to lunch ?
"

.The President reflected a moment— he had' just

put on his patent leather shoes and was recovering

his breath after stooping— and then he broke out

into a laugh.

" I had just come from an interview with the

British Minister," he said.

The first lady of the land was actually so aston-

ished that she let fall the presidential glove that

she was stretching, for previous interviews with the

British Minister had not been provocative of much
mirth. Then, as she picked the glove up again,

she looked curiously at her husband and asked : "Is

it a State secret, dear ?

"

" Well," said the President, as he fixed his sus-

spenders over his shoulders, " well, I suppose it is,

but it will be public so soon that I can't see any

reason why I shouldn't tell you."

He stopped for a minute to put on his collar and

held up his chin that she might tie his cravat, then,

while she put a pin in the back to prevent its "slip-

ping around under one ear later in the evening, he

continued : " You know Queen Yictoria is dead !

"

Mrs. Harrison was surprised again, for Queen

Yictoria had been dead and buried fdv some months,

and she saw nothing amusing in the fact, but like

a wise woman she continued to assist her husband

with his toilet and only answered by an interroga-

tory, "Yes?"
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" Well," said the President, as he put first one

arm and then the other through the arm-holes of his

vest and settled his watch in one of the side pockets,

" Well, Albert Victor wants to get married."

" Tou don't say so !
" exclaimed Mrs. Harrison.

"Do you suppose we'll have to send a wedding

present ?

"

Such was, in fact, the substance of the British

Minister's communication which had caused the

President to go into luncheon smiling.

That very estimable sovereign, Victoria, Queen

of Great Britain, Empress of India, etc., died in the

early part of the year 1891, and Albert Edward,

under the title of King Albert I, reigned in her

stead. There was nothing peculiar in this state of

affairs, for the Prince of .Wales was heir to the

crown and the Queen was old, and for at least a

year previous had been so feeble that her death was

a surprise to no one. Indeed, preparations for the

pageant of her'funeral had been made by the cor-

poration of London some weeks before nature had

provided the most necessary attendant thereat.

She died full of years and honors and left behind

her a last will and testament that was probated in

due form, but with more than ordinary pomp and

formality. Allher life long she had been a frugal

woman, and now the esfate she left behind her was

valued among the miUions of pounds sterling. For

many years public gossip had speculated as to the

disposition she would make of her savings, and she
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was no sooner dead than the world was curious to

learn what the terms of her will might be.

Briefly, she left the bulk of her fortune to the

Battenbergs, smaller legacies to her other children

and grandchildren, and the smallest of all to her

eldest son, Albe^ Edward, once Prince of Wales,

now King Albert I.

The crown property was, of course, beyond her

power of disposal, and Albert Edward inherited it as a

matter of routine, but it was not much in compari-

son with the Queen's private estate, and King Albert

had the mortification of knowing that his younger

brothers and sisters and nieces and nephews were

richer than he or his children were.

The British nation had then, as it has always had,

a very great respect and admiration for wealth and

an equally great contempt for poverty, and the

great statesmen in Parliament and the personal ad-

visers of his Majesty realized that the power and

prestige of the crown were seriously weakened by the

littleness of the King's inheritance.

The British Ministry, of which Lord Kandolph

Churchill, under the title of Marquis of India, was

Premier, found themselves early confronted with

this question, and they solved it in a novel way.

The fortunes of private individuals in America

had marvellously increased, during the preceding

years. There were two score men in the United

States worth from fifty to one hundred millions

each, and a dozen or more..^porth twice as much.
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"Now," said Lord Kandolph to his colleagues,

" why should not Prince Albert Victor marry one

of these American fortunes 1

"

The idea was favorably received by the Ministry

and the King readily granted his consent. Indeed,

Lord Randolph's proposition seenied to point an

easy way out of more difficulties than one, for it

had been hard if not impossible to find a royal

maiden fit to be Princess of Wales, so closely allied

were all the royal families of Europe, and so tainted

by hereditary diseases had recent events shown

these royal races to be. If then, a healthy young

American woman should bring fresh, pure blood

and a colossal fortune into the royal line of Eng-

land, all perplexities would disappear. Besides,

this procedure, which the Ministry unanimously rec-

omjnended, was not unsanctioned by a certain

royal precedent, for had not the wives of the Em-
perors of China been chosen in some such fashion

for many years ?

So the British Minister at Washington was in-

formed of this decision of the King, and formally

communicated it to the President of the United

States through the Secretary of State.

There was at first a very apparent desire on the

part of the British Ministry to keep the affair secret,

but nothing could escape the observation of the re-

porters, and the proposal was soon talked about in

the newspapers. Indeed, it was represented in so

many different ways and there were so many difEer-
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ent versions of it that at last the British Minister at

Washington, acting under instructions from his

home government, sent a long and written detailed

commanication to the Secretary of State, and the

President called a special session of Congress and

transmitted it to them.

All doubts and guesses were now ended, and a

hundred or more young women in the United States

began to dream that they were holding levees at

the Court of St. James.

The conditions which the British Minister stated

in his communication to the Secretary of State, were

these

:

I. The candidate must be a maiden, American

born.

II. She must not be over twenty-five years of

age, nor under eighteen.

III. She must be well made, healthy and of a

good disposition.

IV. Upon becoming a candidate she must deposit

a forfeit of $1,000,000.

Y. If accepted, she must be able to pay, within

three months after notice of her acceptance, to the

agent appointed by the King of Great Britain the

sum of £10,000,000 (or $50,000,000), real estate

and securities to be accepted at a valuation deter-

mined by three assessors, one selected by the King of

England, one by the President of the United States

and one by the King of Italy.
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YI. She must be personally acceptable to Prinze

Albert Victor.

It was farther privately given out that the iin-'

mediate relatives of the maiden chosen would

(upon removing to Great Britain and purchasing

estates there) be ennobled and seated in the House

of Lords.********
When these conditions were publicly announced,

there was weeping and wailing and gnashing of

teeth in those wealthy famiHes whose unmarried

daughters were not within the prescribed ages, and

there were not a few comical incidents also follow-

ing ; for instance, a certain Irish politician, Dennis

Kelly by name, had recently risen to National pro-

minence and a subscription was at once started

among the Irish-Americans to enable his daughter

Mary Bridget to become a candidate; and the

negroes seeing the opportunity to exalt one of. their

race followed suit to enable a granddaughter of

Frederick Douglass to sit upon the throne of Great

Britain. These subscriptions, requiring a payment

of only one per cent cash at the time of subscribing,

and the remaining ninety-nine per cent when the de-

cision of Prince Albert Yictor was announced, were

immensely popular. Some thing like a hundred mil-

lions were subscribed for the Irish maiden and fifty

or sixty for the mulatto. The newspapers through

the South received subscriptions for the latter (the

Tnulatter it might be said) and the newspapers of
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the North for the former ; and a newspaper rivalry

was thus engendered, which helped materially to

swell the sum total of the subscriptions. It was

very generally recognized that the future wearer of

the crown had in fact been put up at auction and

that the highest bidder could secure him. Surely

there was some reason for the race rivalry that en-

sued.

The progress of the Subscriptions toward Miss

Mary Bridget Kelly's bid for the English crown,

and the very large amount of money which the

negroes in the South (and the colored waiters, and

the guests they waited on, in the I^orth) were put-

ting up caused no little uneasiness in the British

nation. At first sight it looked as if the Ministry

had committed the English people to the acceptance

of an Irish or a negro Queen, and considerable

anxiety was for a little while felt Qn both sides of

the Atlantic lest serious international complications

might ensue were Crown and Parliament to repudi-

ate the result of the Ministry's proposition— for

not for one moment was it believed by thinking

men that the English nation would consent that

the King's wife should be a negress or an Irish

Avoman.

Strange as it may seem, the fact that the United

States Navy rose again to the power it had had

three-quarters of a century ago was due almost

wholly to this result of the British Ministry's

proposition. The papers that espoused the sub-
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scriptions for Miss Mary Bridget Kelly or Miss

Georgia Massacliusetts Hottentot insisted so ener-

getically that the nation should have a navy capable

of enforcing the claims of their respective proteges

that the people in general began to follow their

lead and demand the best ships and guns that

science could produce.

Fortunately, however, for the peace of two con-

tinents, all these fears proved groundless. The
actual cash paid as doweries for the Irish and negro

maidens proved to be scarcely suflScient to pay the

expenses of the committees that secured the sub-

scriptions, and so, though there had been other

candidates in the field, the contest practically nar-

rowed down to four young women— Cyril Angelica,

daughter of James Gold, of New York ; Theresa

Frederica, daughter of E. Lucky Eitchfield, of St.

Paul and Minneapolis ; Helen Roman Candles, oi

E^ew York (the Eomans all contributed to her dowry,

as she chanced to be the only available candidate of

that family), andMary Jane Jones, daughter of John

. Jones, of San Francisco, deceased.

The agents or backers of these four young women
promptly made their preliminary deposits of

$1,000,000 each in United States Government bonds,

with the United States Treasurer. They -^ the young

women— not the agents nor backers, nor the bonds

deposited— were examined and all passed as to their

manners by the committee of three consisting of Mrs.

Benjamin Harrison, Mrs. Grover Cleveland and the
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wife of the British Miiiister. They were not

all so fortunate, however, under the scrutiny of

the eminent physicians that examined them phys-

ically, for Miss Candles was found to have insan-

ity in her family and symptoms of scrofula in

her system, and was rejected accordingly ; and

Miss Jones was suffering from malaria and made a

poor showing.

The assessors of the doweries offered were : Hon.

Alexander Warner, of Connecticut, appointed by
the President ; Dr. Chauncey M. Depew, of New
York, appointed by the King of Great Britain, and

Luigi de Carracola, of St. Louis, appointed by the

King of Italy. These three gentlemen spent some

four months examining the property offered by the

various candidates, but found, ultimately, that'

each had offered more than the requisite sum
total.

The choice, therefore, was yet undecided and the

final selection was left with Prince Albert Victor

himself.

It was now determined that the .three candidates

should go over to London, that the Prince might

meet them there. At first it had seemed more nat-

ural (especially to American minds) that Albert

Victor should come as suitor to America, but the

papers in the United States soon made it clear that

the whole business was repulsive to the sentiments

of all good Americans, and it was happily suggested

by the English press that the King's previous

16
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personal experience with American women would

be of great assistance to his son when he came

to choose.'

So a fleet of sea-going warships was fitted out by

the Britisb Admiralty and was announced to sail on

a certain day- There were six vessels. On three of

these the candidates were to be transported, and the

three others were to act as escorts ; and in order that

no one candidate might be brought over with less

pomp than another each of these six vessels was of

the same rate, armored the same, and with the same

rate of speed.

" It will never do," said Lady Eandolph Church-

ill, speaking one night behind the curtains of their

domestic couch— Lord Randolph was in the habit of

consulting her^thus privately on all difficult matters

of State, and, indeed, it was she who had suggested

to him the American marriage— " it will never do,"

she said, " to bring them over in one ship, where one

is likely to be a favorite and the others to be jealqus

of her."

"Why not? " said Lord Kandolph.

" Why, Eanny, how stupid you are ! " exclaimed

his lady. " Suppose ' Collars-and-Cuffs ' (this was

the popular nickname of Prince Albert Victor)

chooses one of the neglected ones ? She'll be a

Queen with a grievance, and she'll always hate all

those officers on board who didn't like her best. I

should think you'd seen enough of female nature to

know that I

"
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"I've had some experience, that's a fact," mur-

mured Lord Eandolph.

Then, after a pause of a few minutes, he added :

"Perhaps, after all, it would be better to have them

brought over on a Cunarder."

" And to have two of them mad because the third

has got the Captain's cabin ! No ! You must send

a warship for each of them."
*' What's the odds if they do quarrel ? " said Lord

Eandolph, who was not particularly pleased with the

plan his wife suggested. " Why not just tell them

to come over, and then let them get here the best

way they can?"

" Oh, you dear, stupid, old Eanny. What would

you do, I wonder, if you didn't have me to advise

you. Do you suppose that the English people

would like their future Queen to come over like an

ordinary emigrant ? I never heard any thing so

ridiculous. Tf you only knew which one ' OoUars-

and-Ouffs ' was going to choose it would be all right,

but you don't, and if you single any one of them

out for special attention she'll be sure to 4)e the

one that's left. Now be a good hubby and tell

me you'll do as I want you to; you know you

promised you would before you married me,- and

I think you ought to take my advice, because

you wouldn't be Prime Minister without my
money, you know."

Lord Eandolph turned over and buried his face

in his pillow with. an ejaculation that sounded like
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" Confound your money. You're always throwing

it in my face."

Then for a little while there was silence, and then

— snores.

Thus it came about that three war vessels, each

bearing an -equal proportion of the nobility of the

United Kingdom, and each convoyed by another

ship, were to be sent across the Atlantic.

The fleet was announced to sail upon a certain

day, but when that day came Prince Albert Yictor

could not be found. Yes ! The heir to the British

crown was missing. No one knew where he was,

and to add to the perplexity of the occasion a rumor

spread that he had eloped with a French chamber-

maid employed at Windsor Castle.

Consternation reigned. The funds fell'and there

was a panic in the stock market. Parliament sat

all night and all day debating the state of the na-

tion, and the Ministers trembled for their places.

What had become of the Prince ?

That was the question that the partisans of the

three cjindidates in the United States'asked more

than once. It was the one topic of the hour.

The Prince had disappeared ; where had he gone ?

Europe, Asia, Africa, America and Australia were

ransacked. The police of every nation were put to

work to unravel the mystery. There were rewards

offered by the British nation and the backers of the

three candidates sufficient to enlist the services of

every detective on the five continents. The diplo-
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mats of all the civilized countries were instructed

by their chiefs to keep a sharp lookout for the miss-

ing potentate. The Diocesan Bishops of the Angli-

can Church &nd the Church in America were in-

structed by their Metropolitans and in turn in-

structed their priests, who passed the word along to

their curates, deacons and lay workers. Even the

Eomau Church sent forth from the papal palace

similar instructions to its multitude of servants.

Each and every agency for obtaining information

was put in action, and yet no true knowledge was

gained, though there was no lack of false rumors

and misleading reports.

The newspapers set their reporters at work and

might have accomplished something had not their

desire to anticipate their rivals caused them to make
mountains out of mole hUls, and when no news ex-

isted to manufacture it. So, for example, they

found the Prince disguised in various disguises, in

"every State in the Union, in every Province of

Canada, in every nation of South America and in

all the great cities of Europe. If one paper on

Monday found the Prince in Guatemala, the others

thought it necessary to find him on Tuesday in Chili

or Brazil. It was a red letter day for the sensation

writers of the daily press.

Where was the Prince ? The theories about his

disappearance were various, but somehow one story

was put afloat and gradually as the days passed, got

to be generally believed— that the Irish party had
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abducted him for the purpose of demanding Ireland's

freedom as his ransom, or declaring her independence

upon King Albert's death.

Bat there were some who did not Believe in this

version of Prinze Albert Victor's disappearance.

There was even a party in England (and perhaps

also in America), that thought Prince Victor had

iseen " made away with " by the Americans, for

ever since the Prince had been put up at auction

there had been a strong public sentiment in the

United States opposed to what was termed " the

degradation of conniving at the placing of an Ameri-

can upon the British throne."

" England," popular orators and vmters had said

on the stump and in the newspapers, " England has

always been and is yet our natural enemy. She

was our enemy during the Revolution. She was

the enemy of the North and the false friend of the

South in 1861. She forced us to fight for our rights

in 1812. She has always hated us and always

striven to do us ill, and she will never cease to wish

and work us evil till she becomes a republic such as

we are, nor until the United States extends from the

equator to the frozen sea."

Such language as this lent a semblance of plausL

bility to the theory that Prince Albert Victor had

been abducted by Americans who considered it a

degradation to the United States that a woman born

and bred in the republic should wear the crown of

Great Britain.
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Besides this there was a set, of blustering, noisy

fellows, who saw in the disappearance of the Prince

an insult that was a casus helU. It was rumored

that the Secretary of State was one of these, but

the good sense of the President and the people, and

the unprotected cofidition of our sea coasts, pre-

cluded any very belligerent attitude.

But while these various theories were being em-

braced and investigated, Prince Albert Victor was

still missings His disappearance affected great in-

terests ; and knowledge of the whereabouts of the

heir to the throne was important to the nation, for

should King Albert die while his successor was

away {rum est, the lawyers called it), it was not im-

probable Hhat an attempt might be made to replace

the monarchy with a republican form of govern-

ment— and because of this probability, all the

European governments were likewise interested in

his speedy return. And above all, it was of the

gravest consequence to the "three candidates who
aspired to be Queen of Great Britain, and so forth,

etcetera.

In the meantime, though people talked and detec-

tives traveled hither and thither, the earth went

round in its usual way, the sun rose and set, and

citizens of the United States and subjects of Grreat

Britain went about their daily tasks as if no Crown

Prince was missing, nor three disconsolate heiresses

waiting for a husband who did not come. And after

a little while people began to talk less about the
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Prince, and the newspapers relegated gossip about

him to their second and third pages, and soon the

topic was almost forgotten in a new subject of in-

terest that arose, for scrofula in a virulent form

manifested itself in the family of the German Kaiser,

and it seemed probable that Emperor William II

might be the last male member of his race.

* * ** * * * *

T3ut though the heir to the British crown was
" lost, strayed or stolen " the three disconsolate can-

didates for his' hand, were by ho means pining in

solitude. "When the season closed in Washington,

they went first to the White Sulphur Springs and

afterward to Newport. Gossip said they were

afraid to separate lest the Prince should'unexpect-

edly put in an appearance, and one gain an advan-

tage by being first on the spot. They took the

greatest care'of their health and beauty, and traveled,

each with a physician in attendance, who prescribed

the amount of exercise to be taken and the quality

and quantity of their food, They were not lonely,

however. They had been well advertised and there

was no lack of suitors; in fact, it was generally

acknowledged that it would be no small feat to

marry so niany millions and carry off the Prince's

expected bride. And the candidates themselves were

not averse to the frequency of matrimonial oppor-

tunities, for each in her heart felt a horrible, lurk-

ing, secret dread lest she might not be the one chosen,

and each resolved that in such case she would be-
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come engaged at once and publicly announce that

she had jilted the Prince before he had jilted her.

The knowing ones in society began to nod their

heads eagely and whisper mysteriously, that if the

Prince did not turn up pretty soon, he would find

his expected brides married already.

Among the many suitors of the three candidates

was a very agreeable young fellow named Smith.

He met the candidates first at a Casino ball at New-
port. After that he managed to procure invitations

to all the larger entertainments where the three

candidates were likely to be. He devoted himseK

impartially to each, and for a while was sheltered

from the public notice by the multitude of otber

suitors ; but after a time people began to remark him

and ask who he was.

Now, aU that a foreigner has to do among the

shoddy aristocracy of Newport is to represent him-

self a titled personage, and he will be taken at his

own valuation. Not a season passes but what some

foreign valet or villain is found there masquerading

under a borrowed title. So Mr. Smith was generally

received on his own representations, and had it not

been for the great prominence of the three women
he was so assiduously making love to, it is probable

that his personality would not have been inquired

into.

Naturally, the first questions were put to the

British Minister, but that functionary professed

ignorance of the young man's stati,on. Then his
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bankers were applied to, but they would or could say

nothing save that he was introduced to them by their

London correspondents as a young gentleman of

excellent birth and unlimited credit. Questioned

himself, he laughingly replied that he had nothing

to say, he was the younger son of a Shropshire bar-

onet and nobody in particular. Two or thi-ee society

men who were secretly in the employ of the newspa^

pers tried to make him drunk, hoping that he might

then be induced to proclaim himself, but he proved to

have a stronger head than most of his tempters and

always stopped before the confidential stage of

intoxication arrived. He seemed greatly amused at

the inquiries that were being made a,bont him and

laughingly said that the interrogators would learn

nothing more because there was nothing more to be

learned.

The summer passed and autumn came, out the

Prince of Wales' whereabouts was not discovered.

A very fascinating young Bostonian had laid siege

to the heart of Miss Jones, and not without success.

Love proved stronger than ambition, and Miss Jones

forfeited her chances of becoming Queen. It was

rumored also that Miss Gold showed evident symp-

toms of being interested in Mr. Smith. It began

to look as if Lord Randolph's very clever plan for

the replenishment of the royal finances was going to

miscarry.

The retirement of Miss Jones had left but two
bidders in the field, Miss Kitchfield and Miss Gold.
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The situation had been simplified somewhat, but

there was fresh trouble brewing. The two remain-

ing candidates began to show signs of discontent.

They were missing almost daily excellent opportu-

nities of settling themselves in life, and what was

perhaps worse, were becoming the laughing stock of

two nations.

But it was no part of the plan of King Albert

and his Ministers to allow £10,000,000 to escape the

royal treasury, so they put their heads together, con-

sulted the backers of the Misses Gold and Ritchfield,

and dispatched Frince George, King Albert's second

son, over to America.

The arrival of that young man, and the errand on

which he had come gave new interest to the interna-

tional auction. Yet, after all, there proved little to

talk about. The young man went to Washington

and stayed there, much to the disgust of his would-

be entertainers in other cities ; and it was soon seen

that he had singled out Miss Eitchfield. In fact, it

became very quickly evident that he had fallen head

over heels in love with that young woman, and that

in this case, as far as the lookers on could judge, love

and ambition seemed to go hand in hand with her.

" The international auction is at an end," said the

newspapers. "Miss Kitchfield has captured the

prize."

And then they let the matter drop until one day

two nations were startled by the news that the two

candidates and their backers, with Prince George
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and Mr., Smith, had chartered a Ounarder anu were

en route for Liverpool.

Glimpses of the truth began then to dawn upon

the world and to cause the shoddy summer aristo-

crats of Newport to tear their hair as they thought

of their lost opportunities.

The " Mr. Smith " incognito of Prince Albert

Victor was a clever scheme by which King Albert

got two wives and two great fortunes into his royal

line.
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The romance by the brother of the now well-known author of "Looking Backward" startles the

readers by presenting a picture of life more radically different in some respects from the present order
than his brother has familiarized us with. Of course this is an extremely aeltc^te suhJecL to deal with.
There is likely to be a storm of accusations and harsh criticisms aroused by the ungloved way in which
the author has handled it. Yet his main axiom cannot be disproved,fnaroely that as soon as the hus-
band ceases to love the wife or the wife ceases to love the husband the relation becomes a mockery

;

the one who la no longer loved is humiliated and degraded by its further continuance, and In the case

'

where the wife is the sufferer her condition is littlejf any better than that of one who sells herself for
a subsistence * '^ As hts stjrJe is easy and his imagination cultivated and free there la a charm in the
tale apart from its social hearing. —jS%. Loms Rejyublic.
Now this book, " An Experiment in Marriage," is very skillfully written. The conversation on mar- _

riage between several friends in a New York club Is brightly reported and contains much uuquestion-
alble truth. The story of the Joiirney to Grape Valley, and particularly the description of the strange
entrance into the valley, are singularly pictorial an'* even powerful; especially Impressive is the
•picture of the craze after gold which seizes the party of men on their way thither, even in the knowl-
edge ofimminent danger in lingering.—*S»'t«fl[A«W Mepublican.
The story by no means advocates free love, but will be denounced as presenting .a quite too alluring

picture of free divorce. The' various outcomes of this peculiar state of society such as the mixed rela-
tions of children to their parents are Ingeniously worked out. like iiis famous brother, Charles J.
Bellamy Is a lawyer Journalist. He has written the same number ot books as his brother and his
novel " The Breton Mills " dealing with industrial questions had a large sale. —Bok^s Literary Letter to
Boston Herald, I^. Y. EoeniTig Post, etc. . etc.

The author is Charles J. Bellamy, ^nd he seems to have taken to heart the example of bis more illus-
trious namesake, for he has written a sociological treatise very cleverly disguised under the form of a'
novel, and with sufficient of mystery in its method of development to pique the curiosity of the reader.
—JEhiamton (111. ) Indea.
Mr. Bellamy, who Is a brother of the author of " Looking Backwardj" seeks like his brother to solve

some of the social problems, chiefly that of marriage. He builds an ideal community in the West.
Easy divorce is adopted as the only safeguard of marriage of perfect love. Taken as a whole the
book offers many genuine and well-Intended arguments for a reform in the present system of marriage.
—Brooklyn (If, F.) Times.

It sets before the reader in tempting form a Utopian paradise in which the relations of the sexes are
adjusted upon the theory that men and women are bound to each other only while they continue to
love each other. —Broolclyn (JV. Y, ) Citiz0n.
^ Mr. Bellamy In the book before us describes to us most attractively and even logically a state of
society differing fundamentally from that now prevaiHng, and In which fl-ee divorce is practiced with-
results tending to as perfect a marital felicity as is imaginable.—>S. Jos^h (Mo.) News,
There is much in the Socialistic system of Grape Talley that Is exceedingly Interesting and romanti-

cally attractive, but that "Experiment in Marriage" is the boldest statement of free love and free
divorce that,we ever saw. The book will doubtless attract-very wide attention.—^os^on Home Journal.
The novel is a peculiar one hut it possesses elements of Interest that at once challenge the reader's

attention * * * In short in this wonderful community marriage lasts only as long as love endures.
Divorce is free and men and women are permitted to remain until theyflnd their ideal. The book is
sure to find plenty of readers, for while It may be open to criticism it cannot be denied that it Is suf-
ficiently interesting.—iJoTne Daily Sentinel.
The author pictures a comparatively fnaccessible valley In the remote West where is assembledu

Socialistic community of several thousand souls who marry and nnmarry with an ease and readiness
which the members of the late Oneida community might have envied.—-iVew York Swn.
The flrstedltloaof5,000had been exhausted before it had been on sale two weeks. The local dealers

say it has had the be£[t sale of any new book which they have handled for a long time.—iVew Englami
Homestead.
Its theory of marriage while not new is set forth and illustrated with great force and audacity, and

the ideal society depicted''wlll attract readers and provoke criticism. —Syracwte H^ald.
The adventures of the two which are designed to show the workinffjof the scheme In its various

aspects are exceedingly interesting.—.AZftany Vixpress.

The new work will attract general attention from the peculiarity ofthe themejt treats.—£osion Glohe,
The book Is likely to make agreat sensation.—C/a'co^o Saturday Evening Herald.
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